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.^ T H E 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

S E C t. 1. 

WHO could have pretended to fay in the 
year 1700, that a magpiAcent and po- 
lite court would be formed at the ex* 
tremity of the Gulph of Finland ? that the inha- 
bitants of JSolikam, Cafan, and the banks of the 
WoJga and Saick, would be rahked amongft our 
i)eft difciplined troops, and gain vidories in Ger- 
many, after defeating the Swedes and the Turks ; 
that an empire of two thoufand leagues in length, 
almoft unknown to us before, (hould in the ipace 
-of fifty years become a well- governed ftate, and 
extend its influence to all the European courts ? 
and that in. 17599 the rooft zealous patron of 
learning in Europe, (hould be a Ruffian ? Any 
one who had faid this, would have pafled for the 
moft chimerical mortal upon earth. P£T£R the 
<jREAT, therefore, who fingly planned and 
executed this amazing and altogether unfore* 
feen revolution, is, perhaps, of all princes, 
the one whofe deeds are moft worthy df being 
tranfmiited to pofterity. 

The court of Pcterfbourg has furniflied the 

liiftorian, charged with compiling this work> 

wi(h all the authentic documents. It is faid in 

B t!ic 
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the body of this hiftory, that thefe memoirs are 
depollced in the ppblic library of Geneva, a well- 
' known and frequented city, in the neighbour* 
hood of which the author lives ; but as the 
whole of the infirudiqns and journal of Peter 
the Great .have not yet been communicated to 
him, he has thought proper to keep thefe re- 
cords at his own houfe ; where the curious may 
have a tight of them, with as much eafe as from 
the library- keepers at Geneva, and the whole 
Ihall be depofited there as foon as the fecond vo- 
lume is finifhed. 

The public have already feveral pretended 
hiftories of Peter the Great, moft of them com- 
piled from news-papers. That which was pub* 
lifted at Amfterdam, in four volumes, under 
the name of the Boyard Neftefuranoy^ is one of 
thofe impofitions of the prcfs, which are become 
too common amongft us. Of this kind are the 
memoirs of Spain^ under the name of Don Juan 
de Colmenary and the hiftory of Lewis XIV. 
compiled by La Mottey the jefuit, from pretended 
papers of a minifterof date, and afcribed to La 
Martiniere. Such alfo are the hiftories of the 
emperor Charles VI. of prince Eugene, and 
many others. 

Tn this manner has the noble ztt. of printing 
been made to ferve the purpofes of the vileft 
traffic. A Dutch bookfcller orders a book to be 
mote, juft as a manufacturer gives diredlions for 
weaving of a piece of cloth ; and unhappily there 
are authors to be found, whofe neceffities oblige 
them/to fell their labours to thefe dealers, like 
workmen, for hire; hence arife thefe infipid 
panegyrics> and defamatdry libels, with which 

the 
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the public is over-run, and is one of the mod 
Ihameful vices of the^ge. 

Never did hiftory ftand more in need of au- 
thentic vouchers, than at this time, when To In- 
famous a traffic is made of falfhood. The au-- 
thor who now offers to the public, The Hijlory 

?^ the Russian Empire under Peter the 
f R£ AT, is the fan^e who thirty years ago wrote 
the hiftory of Charles XII. from the papers of 
feveral eminent perfons in public ftations, who 
bad lived with that monarch for a confiderable 
time. The prefent hiftory is a confirmation of, 
and fupplement to the former. 

And here the author thinks himfelf obliged, 
out of refped to the public, and a regard to 
truth, to fet to view an undeniable teftimony of 
the degree of credit due to the hiftory of 
Charles XII. 

Not long fince, the king of Poland and duke 
of Lorrain ordered that work to be read over a 
fecond time to him at Commercy, when he waa 
flruck with the truth of a multitude of fads, to 
which he himfelf had been eye-witnefs, and fo 
incenfed at the boldnefs with which certain lin 
bellers and journalifts had controverted their au- 
thenticity, that he refolved to enforce, by the 
authority of his own tefiimony, the credit due 
to the- hiftorian -, and as it was not proper for 
him to write himfelf, he ordered one of the great 
oiEcers of his houfhold, to draw up the following 
inftrument, * in form of a certificate. 

* Finding himfelf under a neceflity of prlncing thti ccrtficatr, 
the author hai only taken the liberty of fparing the reader, foflae 
expreiS jns which appeared to<^ favourable, being fully fenfible 
that he owes them wholly to the Indulgence and goodnefs of 
the prince ; and far that reafion, has coitiined himfelf to fuch 
paru of It only ai give teftimony in favour of the truth. 

. B 2 " Nous 
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^ Nou^ Lieutenant General des ann^es d* 
^* floi. Grand Marechal des Logii de fa Ma« 
** jefte Polonaife, & Commandant en Toulois* 
<< les deux Barois, (sfc. certiiions que fa Ma- 
<^ jcfte Polonaife, apres avoir entendu la ledure 
<* de I'hiftoire de -Charles XII. 6crire par 
«* Monlieur De V..«, (dcrni^re edition de 

** Geneve) apres avoir loiie Ic ftilc de 

*« ccttc hiftoire, -& avoir admire gc8 traits 

** qui caraScrifcnt tous les ouvrages de cct il- 
*^ luftre auteur, nous a fait I'honneur de nous 
*' dire qu'il etatt pret.a donner-un certihcac ^ 

** Monlieur De V , pour conftatcr Tex- 

** afte veritc des^ faits contenus dans cette hif- 
** toire* Ce Prince a ajoute que Monfieur De 
*''V....n'a oublie, ni deplace aucun fart, 

aucune circonftance jntereflantet que tout eft 
*^ vrai, que tout eft en fon ordre dan« ccttc hif- 
*^ toire : qu'il ^ parle Cur la Pologne, & fur 
«* tous Ics evcnemcns qui y font arrives, *&c. 
*• comme s'il en cut etc ^emoin oculaire. Ccr- 
** tifions de plus, que ce Prince nous a ordonne 
** d'ecrire fur Ic champ a Monfieur De V . . .... 

>* pour !ui rendre comptc de ceque nousvenions 
" d'entendre, & raffurcr de fan eftime .& de 
** fon amitie. 

*' Le vif intei^t.que nous prenons a la gloirc 

«« de Monfieur De V k celui que toi>t 

** honnetc-homme doit avoir pour ce qui con- 
" ftate li verite des faits dans les hiftoires con- 
" temporaires, nous a prefle de demander au 
" Roi de Pologne h permiffion d'envoyer a 
«' Monfieur De V . .... . un certificat en forme 

" de tout ce que fa Majefte nous avaft fak 
'^ Thonneur de nous dire. Le Koi de Pologne, 
" non feulement y aconfenti, mais meme nous 



Digitized by Google 



rvr 

«* a orddnne de Tcnvoycr, avec priere a Mon- 

** ficur Dc V d'en fairc ufage toutcs lea 

** fois qu'il le jugcra a propos, foit en le com- 

*• mimiquant, foit en Ic faifant imprimer, {sfc* 

•• F4iic aiConwncrcy cc ii. Juillet 1759. 

«« Le Comte de Tress an.^ 

TranJIaiion of the above Injirument. 

** We lieutenant-general of the king's ar- 
f* mtes, grand-marfhdl of the houfliold to his 
•* Polifti majefty, and commandant of Toul, of 
•• the Two San, fffr. do hereby certify, that his 
^* faid Pplifll majesty, on hearing read to him 
<« the hiiftory of Charles XII. written by Mr. 
«« de V' ■ ■ r i(the laft Gefi&va edition) not 
•« only recommendod the ftiie . • . . . of that 
^* biftory, and exprdied his admiration of the 
<* ftrokes ; . . • . which chara^erifeall the wri- 
** tings of that celebrated author ; but has-fciore^ 
** over done us the honour of fignifyirlg to us, 
** that he was ready to grant a certificate to Mr. 
4* de-V " ■" ■> for the better afccrtaining the ex- 
*^ a£t truth of the fadis contained in that hif« 
*«^ tory. His majefty, at the fame time^ adding,^ 
** that Mr. de V »■■ -has neither omitted nor 
** mifplaced any one faS, orinterefling circum'* 
*'« fiance j that the whole is agreeable to truth, 
** and every event difpofed i'n its proper order ; 
** and that he has fpoken of every thing relating^ 
^ to Poland, and the events which happened 
<* there, tf^. as if he had been an eye-witnefs. 
•*• We moreover certify, that his majefty or- 
^^•dered us to write immediately to Mr. de 
B 3 ♦' V , 
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ci V- — -, to acquaint him with what wc h^d 
<< heard, and to aflure him of his majefty's 
** friendfbip and efteem. 

" The great regard wc have for Mr. dc 

cc V '$ reputation, and that concern which 

" every honeft man ought to have, for what- 
" ever fcrves to cftablim the truth of fadls iii 
*^ hiftories of our own times, has induced us to 
•* afkpermiffion of his Polifli majcfly, to tranf- 
•• mit to Mr. de V — *— , a formal certificate of 
*< whatever bis majefty had been.pleafed to im- 
*' part -to us. To which his majefty was not 
<< only pleafed readily to confent, bur even gave 
^< his exprefs orders for us to fend it^ with his 

** defire that Mr. de V ■■ would,s on all oc- 

. ^< cafions, make fuch ufe of it as he fliould 
<^ judge proper, either by communicating it^ 
", having it printed, fcfr." 

<< Done at Commercy, this iitb day of 
"July* 1759- 

« The Count de Tressan." 

When this inftrument was fent to the au- 
thor, it gave him a furprife, fo much the more 
agreeable, as it came from a prince who was as 
well acquainted with the fcveral tranfaflions, as 
Charles XII. himfeJf ; and is, befides, fo well 
known to ail Europe for his regard to truth, 
and his humanity and benevolence. 

There are a great number of teftimonies, no 
lefs authentic, lelating to the hifiory of the age 
• of Lewis XIV. a work of equal truth and im- 
portance, that breathes a fpirit of patriotifm, but 
without fuffering that fpirit to injure truth, 
to exaggerate the good, or to difguife the 

evil ; 
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evil ; a work compofed without any views of In«* 
tereft, without hope and without fear, by a 
perfon» wbofQ fituation in life places him above 
the necefSty of flattering -any one. 

There are^ very few authorities quoted in the 
age of Lewis XIV. as the events of the firft 
years being known to every one, wanted only to 
be placed in their proper light ; and as to thofe 
of later date, the author fpeaks of them as an 
eye-witnefi. On the contrary, in the biftory of 
the Ruffian empire, he always quotes his 
vouchers, the principal of which is Peter the 
Great bimfelf, 

S E C T. IL 

We have not been at the pains, in this hiftory 
of Peter the Great, to make any idle refearchcs 
into the origin of moft of the nations, of which 
. the immenfe empire of Ruflla is compdfed, fiom 
Kamtfhatka to the Baltic fea. It is a ftrange 
undertaking to go about, to prove by authentic 
pieces, that the Huns removed, in former times, 
firom the north of China into Siberia ; and that 
the Chinefe themfelves are an Egyptian colony. 
I know that fome philofophers of great reputa- 
tion have imagined they faw a conformity be« 
tween thefe people, in fome particulars ; but 
their furmifes have been made a bad life of, by 
fome who have attempted to convert their con* 
jeftures into certainty. 

Thus, for inftance, they now pretend to 
prove, that the Egyptians were the anceftors of 
the Chinefe. An ancient writer has told us, 
that the Egyptian king Sefodris went as far as 
the river Ganges ; now, if he went as far as 
B 4 the 
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the Ganges, he might have gone to Ghiiray^ 
which i$ at a great diftance from the Ganges,., 
thererore he did go thither; but China, at that 
time,' was not peopled, therefore it is clear that 
Sefoftris peopled China. The Egyptians ufed, 
lighted tapers at their feftivals, the Chinefe ufed 
lanthorns ; it cannot, therefore, be doubted^ 
that the Chinefe are an Egyptian colony. Fur- 
thermore, the Egyptians have a great river, fox 
have the Chinefe alfo : Laftly, it is evident^ that 
the iirft kings of China^ bore the fame names as^ 
the ancient kings of Egypt ; for in the name of 
the family of Tu, we may trace chara£iers>^ 
which, difpofed after another manner, form the 
word Mines. Therefore, it is incontefiable^. 
that the emperor Xu took his name from Menes^ 
IciQg of Egypt ; and the emperor A7 is plainly^ 
\i\r\gAtQes^ by changing jE^ into Ay and itnto. 
io'e's. 

But if a learned man of Tobolfki or Eekin: 
was to read fome of our books, he might de- 
rhbpftrate ftill more clearly, that the French arc- 
defcended from the Trojans. He might prove 
it in the following manner^ and afioiiiOi his., 
countrymen by his profound refearche^^^ Th« 
jnod ancient writings, he might fay, and thofe 
in moft eilecm in that little country of the Weft^.. 
called France, are romances : thefe were written 
in a pure' language, derived from the antient Ro- 
mans, who were famous for never advancing a, 
falfliood. . Now upwards of twenty of thefe aa-? 
thentic books,, affirm, that Pr/?w/j, the founder= 
of the monarchy of the Franks, was fon to 
H€£lot^ The name of Hedor has ever fmce 
been pre&rved.by^this option 5 and.even in the 

prefenl; 
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prtfcnt fccfttury, one of their grcatcft generals 
was called HeSor de Villars. 

The neighbouring nations ( he would continue) 
are fo unanimous in acknowledging this truth, 
that Ariofto, oncof-thc moft learned of the Ita- 
lians, owns in his Orlando, that Charlemagne*! 
knights fought for Hcftor's helmet. Laftly, there 
is one proof which admits of no reply ; namely, 
that the ancientFranks, to perpetuate the memory 
of the Trojans, their anccftors, built a new city 
called Troye, in the province of Champagne ; 
and thefe modern Trojans have always retained fo 
ftrong an avcrfion to their enemies, the Greeks^ 
that there is not at prefent four perfons in the 
whole province of Champagne, who will learn 
th(^ir language : nay, they would never s&3mit 
any jefuits amongft them, probably becaufc they * 
had heard it faid, that fome of that body ufcd 
formerly to explain Homer in their public 
fchools. 

It is certain, that (uch argunfients might pro* 
duce a great cffeft at Tobolfki or Pckin; but 
then again, another learned man might overturn 
this fina hypothefis, by proving that the Pari- 
fiafts ar6 defcended from the Greeks : for,- he 
m'ght fay, the firft prefidtnt of one of the courts 
of judicature of Pkri^, was named MilU du 
Hitrlau AchilU is evidently derived from the 
Greek AchilUs^ and Harlai from Jrijios, by 
changing' tfios into hi. The elyfian fields 
(champs elifies) which ftill cxift near one of the 
-gates of the city," and rhount Olympus, vyhich is 
fpH to be fecnf/i the neighbourhood of Mc- 
^ffere, arc 'monuments, againft which the* moft 
tbftinate incredulity cannot hold out. Further- 
inore, all the Athenian xuRoms arepreferved.at 
A^ -Paris; 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



■ [ X 3 

Paris ; the citizens pafs fentence there upon 
tragecjies and corpedies, with as much levity as 
the Athenians did ; *they crown the generals 
of their armies on the public theatres, as was 
done at Athens; and laftly, marflial Saxe re- 
ceived- publickly, from the hands of an aiSlrefs, 
a crown, which could not be given to him Jn 
the cathedral. The Parifians have academies, 
derived from thofe of Athens, as likcwife eccle- 
fiaftic canons, a liturgy, pariflies, and diocefes, 
all Greek inventions, and the terms themfelves 
all taken from the Greek language j nay, the 
very diftempers of thefe people have their ap-* 
pellations from the Greek, viz, apoplexy^ 
fhthijic^ peripfii'umonyy cachexy^ diffintery^ jea- 
loufy^ Sec. 

It mud be acknowledged, that this opinion 
would weigh confiderably agaihft the authority 
of the learned perConage, who had juft demon- 
flrated, that we were a Trojan colony ; and 
both thefe opinions .might be again contradicted 
by other, profound antiquarians, fome of whom 
might prove that we are Egyptians, and that 
the worfliipof Ifis was eftablifhed at the village 
of Ifis, on the road from Paris to Vcrfailles ; 
while others again might demonftrate, that we 
are of Arabian extradion, as witnefs the words 
almanac J alembic^ algebra^ admiral* The Chi- 
nefe and Siberian literati would be greatly puz* 
zled to decide the queftion ; and, after all, 
would very likely leave us juft what we are. 

It feems, then, that we muft ftill remain in 
uncertainty, concerning the otigin of all na- 
tions. It is the fame wiih^efpeft to a whole 
people, as with particular families. Several 
German barons pretend to be defcended, in a 

dirca 
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4irc& line, from Arminius ; in like manner as 
a pedigree was Qompofed for Mahomet, by 
which hrs origin was derived immediately from 
Abraham and Hagar. 

In like manner, the family of the ancient 
czars of Mufcovy, was faid to come from B^/a^ 
king of Hungary ; this B'ela from Jttilaj Attila 
from Turck^ the father of the Huns i and this 
Turck was the fon of Japbet. His brother Rufs 
founded the empire of Rui&a, and another 
brother, named Canuri^ founded a ftate to- 
wards the river Wolga. 

All thefe fons of Japhet were, as every one 
knows, the grandfons of Noah, whofe three 
(bns made what hafte they could to procure 
themfelves fettkment?> at the diftance of a thou- 
fand leagues from each other, left they ihould 
be of any afliftance to each other ; and, in all 
probability, by lying with their fiflers, became 
the fathers of millions of inhabitants, in the 
fpace of a very few year*. 

A number of grave writers have traced th<ife 
defcents, with much the fame exadnefe and fa- 
gacity as they difcovered the manner in which 
the Japonefe peopled Peru.. Hiftory lias for a 
long time been written in this tafte j a tafte to 
which prcfident de Thou, and Rapin-Thoyras, 
feem to have been abfolute flrangeis. 

SECT. III. 

If we are to be upon our guard againft thofe 
biftorians, who go back to the tower of Babely 
and to the deluge, we ought to be no lefs fparing 
of our credit to thofe who enter into a minute 
filptail of modern hiftory, penutrate into all the 
B 6 fecrets 
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i^crefs of cabinets ; and are fo unfortunately mi^ 
nute, as to give an exad relation of every bat- 
tle, whea even the generals themfclves would- 
have found great difficulty in doing it. 

Since the beginning of the laft century, there 
have been near two hundred capital battles fought 
in Europe, moft of thenrv more bloody thaa 
thofe of Arbella and Pharfalia j but as very few. 
ef thefe aftions produced any great confe- 
quences, they are loft to poflerity. Were 
there but one book in tke world, children would 
know every line of it by heart, and be able to-- 
U\i every fyllable : in like manner, had there 
been but one battle, the name of each foldier 
would beknbwi), and his pedigree handed down- 
to future ages ; but in fucb a long, and almaft 
continued fucceffion of bloody wars among 
chriftian princes, the antient interefts are alf • 
changed, and give way to new ones ; the bat- 
tles fought twenty years ago, are effaced by-, 
thofe of the prcfcnt time j as at Paris, the- 
Bews of yefterday is fbrjgotten in that of to- 
day ; and this, in its turn, will be loft in that^ 
©f to-morrow : and almoft every eveiit is 
plunged by another mto perpetual obfivion. 
This is a refleflion which cannot be dwelt upoiv 
too much ; it fcrves to comfort us under the 
misfortunes we fufFer, and to fliew us the no- 
thingnefs of all human affairs. Nought thea- 
remains in hiftory, worthy of fixing the atten- 
tion of mankind, but thofe ftriking revolutions- 
which have wrought a change in the manners 
and laws of great ftates ; and upon this princi- 
ple the hiftory of Peter the Great is worthy of 
bckiff known^. 

K 
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If wc have dwelt fomcwhat too long upon 
the particular^ of certain "battles and iieges,. 
which refemble others of the fame nature, wc 
crave pardon of the philafophic reader; and 
have no other excufe to offer, but that thefc 
little fa6ls, being connected with great ones^ 
muft neceffarily make a part of the whole. 

We have refuted Norberg in fome paffages, . 
which appeared to us the mof^ important ; bat 
have left him. quietly to enjoy his miftakel- 
where they are of no consequence, 

S E C T. IV. 

This hiftory of Peter the Great is written as - 
concife, and at the fame time as copious^ as pof- 
iiblc* There arc hiftt>ries of fmall provinces, , 
little towns, and even of convents of monks, 
that take up feveral volumes in folio. The me- 
moirs of a certain abbot, who retired for fome 
years into Spain, where he fcarce did any thing 
worth notice, employ fcven volumes ; whereas- 
one has been found fufficient for the life of Alex* 
' ander the Great. 

Perhaps there may ftill be fome of tbofe over* 
grown children, who had rather read the fabu- 
lous ftories of OTiris, Bacchus, Hercules, and 
Thefeus, confecrated by antiquity, than the 
true hiftory of a tnodern prince ; either becaufe 
tiie antique names of Ofiris and Hercules (bund 
more agreeable in their ears than that of Peter ; 
or that the overthrowing of giants a«)d lions, it- 
more pieafing to a weak imagination, than the 
hiftory. of ufefui laws and noble enterprifes : and 
yet we muft acknowledge, that the defeat of th# 
giant of Egidaurum,, and of the robbeit Sinnu^ 

and 
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and the combat with Crommion*s Cow^ are not 
equal to the exploits of the conqueror of Charies 
XII. the founder of Peterfburg, and the legi- 
flatpr of a rooft potent empire. 

It is true, the ancients taught us how to ihink 
juftly, and it would be very extraordinary to 
prefer Anacharfis^ the Scyihian, merely for his 
antiquity, to thernpodern Scythian, who has ci- 
vilized fo many people. We fee no reaibn why 
the law-giver of RuiOia {hould give way either 
to Lycurgus or Solon. Are the laws of the lat- 
ter, which recommend the love of boys to the 
citizens of Athens, and forbid it to the flaves, 
or thofe of the former, which ordered young 
women to box naked in the public market- 
place, to be preferred to thelaws of him who ci^ 
vilized the people of both fexes m his dominion, 
and made them fit fop fociety ? who formed .a 
military difcipKne by fea and land, and who 
opened a free pafTage for the arts and fciences 
into his native country I , 

This biflory contains the tranfatStions of hie 
public life, which were ufeful ; and not thofe of 
his private life; of which we have but few parti- 
culars, and thofe fuHiciendy known. It is not 
for a ft ranger to difclofe the fee rets of his ca- 
binet', his bed, or his table. Were any perfon 
capable of furni(bing fuch anecc'otes,. it iliufl; 
have been prince MenzikofF, or general Shere- 
metew, who were long the companioos of his 
mod retiied hours, but they have not done it ; 
and whatever ex; mes to us, only from the author 
rity of pubUck rumour, does not deferve beliefs 
Men of fenfe had rather behold a great man, 
labouring for five and twenty years, for the wel- 
fare of a vaft empise, than be informed, from 

vague 
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vague and idle accounts, of the foibles which 
this great prince might have in common with 
the meaneft of his fubjefls. 

SECT. V. 

In what relates only to (lile, criticifm, or the 
private reputation of an author, it is better to let 
the herd of petty pamphleteers fnarl on unno« 
ticed, flnce it would be making ourfelves as ri« 
diculous as them, to lofe time in anfwering, or 
even in reading their produftions j but when 
important fafls are concerned, truth muft fome- 
times ftoop to corifound the falfities of thefe dct 
picable wretches 5 their infamy (hould no more 
hinder her from clearing herfelf, than the vile- 
nefs of a criminal, among the dregs of the peo- 
ple,, (hould ftop the courfe of j^iftice againfthim. 
It was this two-fold rcafon, then, that obliged us 
to nience that impudent ignoramus, who cor- 
rupted the age of Lewis XI V. by notes, as abfurd 
as they were malicious ^ in which he brutally in- 
fults a branch of jhe houfe of France, the whole 
houfe of Auftria, and above an hundred other 
illuftrious fami'ies in Europe ; to whofe very an* 
tichambers he is as much a ftranger, as to the 
fafls which he has thus infolently falfifiecfi 
< The eafe with which a writer may iropofe 
upon the public, and fpread abroad the moft 
flagrant calumnies, is unhappily one of the 
greatcft inconveniencies attending the noble art 
of printing. 

Le Vaflor, a prieft of the oratory, and La 

Motte, a jefuit ; the one. a beggar in England^ 

and the other in Holland j both of them wrote 

hiftory for bread. The former chofc Lewis 

' XIIL 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3011." of France for the objefl: of his fartire, and^^ 
the latter Lewis XIV. The charafter of apo- 
ftates * was by no means likely to fecure them 
a greater degree of credit with the public; nc- 
verthelefs, it is plcafant to fee with what conft- ■ 
dence they both declare themfelvcs the depofita- 
rlcs of truth, inceflantly repeating this maxim, 
•* That an hiftorian lliould boldly declare the 
*^*- whole truth,'? They (hould have added like* - 
wife, that he rauft, in the firft place, be ac- - 
quainted with it himfelf. 

Their own maxim is their fulleft condemna- 
tion ; but even this maxim calls for a ftri(5t ex- 
amination^ *as tt is become the excufe of all fa* 
tyrifts. % 

AH truths of public utility and importance 
ou^ht, doubtlefs, to be revealed; but if there 
(hould be any malicious anecdote relatirig to a 
prince ; if in his domcftic concerns he;may, like ■ 
a number of private perfons, have given too 
much way to fome human frailties, known, 

ferhaps, only to one or two confidents j who 
as authorized you to revealto the public, what 
thefe Confidents ought not to have difclofed to 
any one ? I will graht that you might yourfclf 
have (lifcoVered this fecret : but why (hould you 
tear afunder the veil with which every man has 
a right to cover the recefles of his own houfe ? 
What is yourreafon for making the fcandal 
public ? You will fay, to indulge rtie curiofity of 
frtankind, to pleafe their malice, .and to fell my 
book, which otherwife, perhaps^ would no^ be 

- • Both Le Vaffor and ?*a Motte changed their religion, and 
imbracfd tbe Protirftant Taith^ vpon their tttiring to HoHand. 
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i^ad^. You are then only a defamer, a ]iKeIIef». 
and a broacher of calumnies, but not an hiftorian. 

If this foible of a man^ in public life i if this . 
private vice, which you fo induftrioufly endea*- 
vour to drag to light, has had any influence oa 
public affairs j if it has occafioned the lofs of a 
battle, has hui:t the revenue of a Aate, or made 
the fubjed unhappy, then you ought to mention 
it. It is your duty to difcover the minute and 
hidden caufe which produced fuch great events ;^ 
but otherwife you Ihould be filent. 

^' Let no truth be concealed," is a maxim 
that may admit of fome exceptions } but this 
one will admit of none, *^ Acquaint poAerity 
^^ With aotbing bujt what is worthy of pofterity.'* '■' 

SECT. VI, 

Befides the falfity in faiSts, there is alfo a fal- 
fity in draw&i3g,.charaders.. The phrenzy.o£. 
loading hiftory with thcfe portraits began firft in . 
France with the writing of romances, and the 
famous Clelia brought the madnefs into fafhioa. 
In the infancy of good tafte, Sarrazin wrote his 
hiftory of the confpiracy of Walftein, who was ^ 
never concerned in any plot s and, in drawing . 
die charadter of this general, whom he never 
faw,. he has givena tranflationof almoft all that 
Salluft fays of Catiline, whom that hiftorian kne w 
fo well. This is writing hiftory in an ingenio(% 
manner ; but he who makes too great a parade 
of his wit, only fucceeds in ihewingjt y which 
is a matter of very little confequenre. 

Cardinal de Retz might with propriety give 
the chara6lers of the principal perfonages of his 
titftc, all .of ,whom^he well knew, and who had' 

aU 
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all been either his friends or his enemies. It fs 
true, he has n6t drawn them in the manner that 
Maimbourg has done thofe of the princes of paft 
times in his romantic hiftorics. But was the 
Cardinal a faithful painter i Has he not fuf- 
fered paffion, and a fondnefs for novelty, to mif- 
guide his pencil ? Ought he, for example, to 
have exprefTed himfelf in this manner of Queen 
Anne, mother to Lewis XIV. ? ** She had 
** thstt fort of wit which was juft necefiary to 
** keep her from appearing a fool in the eyes of 
^* thofe who did not know her. She had more 
<< harflinefs than pride, more prrde than triie 
<* greatnefs of foul, more outfide than reality, 
*^ more regard to money than liberality, moreli- 
«' berality than feliifhnefs, more felfiflinefs thaii 
<< difintereftedneis, more attachment than paf- 
** fion, more infenfibility than cruelty, more 
<^ fuperftitbn than real piety, more obftmacy 
*< than iirmnefs, and more incapacity than oif 
« all the/eft.'* 

It muft be ojvned, that this obfcurity of ex* 
preffion, this clufter of antithefes and compari- 
fons, and this burlefque way of drawing cha- 
raAers, fo unworthy of hrftory, is not very like- 
ly to pleafe thofe of a good underftanding. The 
loverr of trutl> will queftion the fidelity of the 
portrait when they compare it with the condu£l 
of the Queen t and virtuous minds ^ill be as 
%juch difgufted with the ill-nature and coir- 
tempt, which the hiftorian dtfplays in fpeaking 
of a princefs, wh6 loaded him with favours, as 
incenfed to fee an archbilhop ftirring up a civil 
war, merely, as he himfelf acknowledges, for 
the pleafure of doing it. 
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If wc are to fufpca the fidelity of thcfe por- 
traits, drawn by thofe who had fuch opportui* 
nitics of painting to the life, how can we credit 
the bare aflcrtion of an hiftoiian, who affcfis to 
dive into the heart of a prince, that, pcrhapi, 
lived fix hundred leagues dlftant from him? In 
this cafe, be ought to deicribe him by his ac* 
tions, and leave it to thofe who have long at- 
tended 'his perfon, to tell the reft. 

Harangues or fet fpeeches are another fpeciet 
of oratorial fallhood, in which hiftorians for- 
merly indulged themfclves. They made their 
heroes fay, what was po(fib!e for them to have 
faid. A liberty of this kind might, indeed, be 
taken with a perfonage of remoter times, but 
at prefcnt thefe fidtions are no longer tolerated ; 
hay, we expeA much more $ for was a writer^ 
at prefent, to put into the mouth of a prince « 
fpeech which he never made, we (hould confider 
fuch author no-longer as an hiftorian, but a rhe* 
torician, 

A third fpecies of falOiood, and th^ moft 
grofs of all, tho* it has been long the moft fe- 
ducing, is that of the marvellous. This pre- 
vails in all the ancient hiftories, without ex- 
cepting one. 

Some predictions are ftill to be met with in 
the hiftory of Charles XIL by Noibcrg : but wc 
find none in any of hiftorians of the preftnt age. 
Omens, prodigies, and apparitions, are now fenC 
back to the regions of fable. Hiftory ftood in 
need of being enlightened by philofophy. 
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AT the beginning of the prcfent century, the 
vulgar knew no other hero in the north 
than Charles X4I. of Sweden, His pcrfonal va- 
lour, which was rather that of a private foldier 
than a great king, the luftre of his vi£loric»^ 
ai^d even of his misfortunes, made an imprcf- 
iton on thofc who arc eafdy flruck with great 
events, but are not fo clear-fighted in regard to 
more flow and ufcful labours. It was cvea 
much doubted at that time by foreign nations, 
whether Czar Peter I. would be able to go^thro* 
with his great undertakings ; yet they have not- 
only continued, but been improved, efpcciajly 
under the emprefs Elizabeth, his daughter* 
This empire is at prcfent reckoned in the num- 
ber of the moft flourifliing ftatcs; and Peter it- 
ranked amongft the greateft law-givers : though 
his undertakings did > not ftand in need of fuc^- 
ccfs in the eyes of wife men, yet his fucccfs haa 
perpetuated his glory. We now think that 
Charles XII. deferved to be the firft general un- 
der Peter the Great : the one has left only ruins 
behind him ; the other has been a founder of 
bis empire in every fenfe. I ventured to pafs 
much the fame judgment about thirty years ago> 
when I was writing the hiftory of Charles XII. 
The memoirs I have been fmcc furnifced with • 
from the court of Ruffia, afford me the means of 
making this empire known, whbfc people are of ' 
fuch antiquity, while their laws, manners, andi 
ajrts, ar£ all of a new creation. 
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Russian^ Empire undier Peter the 
Great. 

CHAP. I. 
Defcriptioa of R v s $ i a. 

TH £ empire of Ruffia is the Jargefl ia 
the whole globe, extending from weft 
to eaft upwards of two thoufand com- 
mon leagues of France *, and about eight hun- 
dred in its grcatcft breadth from north to fouth. 
It borders upon Poland and the Froaen Sea, and 
joins to Sweden and China. Its length from the 
tfland of DagOj in the weftcrnmoft part of Li- 
vonia, to its moft eaflern limits, takes in near 
lyo degrees, fo that when it is noon in the wef- 
' tern pa^ts of the empire, it is nearly n>idnight 
in the eaftern. Its breadth from north to fouth 
h 3600 werfts, which make 850 of our common 
Fxeoch leagues. 

The limits of this country were fo Jittle 
kuQWQ in the laft century^ that, tn 1689, when it 

♦ A French league contain* llirce £h|lf& m\lti^ 

was 
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it was reported, that the Chinefe and the Ruf* 
fians were at*war, and that in order to terminate 
their differences, the emperor Cam-In on the 
one hand, and the Czars Ivan (or John) and 
Peter on the other, had fent their minifiers to 
meet an embafly within three hundred leagues 
pf Pekin, on the frontiers of the two empires. 
This account was at fir ft treated as ft fidlion. 

The country now comprehended under the 
name of RuiBa» or the Ruffias, is of a greater 
extent than all the reft of Europe, or than ever 
the Roman empire. was, or that of Darius fub- 
dued by- Alexander; for it contains upwards of 
1,100,000 fquare leagues. Neither the Romaii*«> 
empire, nor that of Alexander, contained more 
than 550,000 each ; and there is not a kingdom 
in Europe the twelfth part fo extenfive as the 
Roman empire ; but to make Ruffia as populous, 
as plentiful, and as well ftored with towns as 
our fouthern countries, would require whole 
ages, and a race of monarchs fuch as Peter 
the Great. 

The Englifli ambaflador who refided at Pc- 
terft^urgh in 1733, and who had been at Ma- 
drid, fays, in his manufcript relation, that in 
Spain, which is the leaft populous ftate in Eu- 
rope, there may be reckoned 40 perfons to every 
fquare mile, and in Ruffia not above five. ' We 
fliall fee in the fecond chapter, whether this ' 
minifierwas miJdaken. Marftial Vauban, the 
greateft of engineers, and the beft of citizens, 
computes^ that, in France, every fquare mile 
contains 200 inhabitants. Thefe calculations 
are never very exad, but they ferve to fliew the 
amazing difproportion in the population of two 
different countries. 

Khali 



Digitized by VjOOQIC - 



Russian Empire* 3 

I {hall obfervchere, that from Pctcrfturgh tp 
Pekin,thereis hardly one mountaiQlobemet with 
in the route which the caravans might take thro' 
indepertdant Tartary, and that from Peterfburgh 
to the north of France, by the road of Dantzick, 
Hambourg, and Amfterdam, there is not evea 
a hill of any eminence to be feen. This obier- 
vation leaves room to doubt of the truth of that 
theory, which niakes the oiountains to have 
been formed by the rolling of the waves of the 
fea, and fuppofes all that is at prefent dry land, 
to have been for a long time covered with wa- 
ter : but how comes it to pafs, that the waves, 
which, according to the fuppoiition, formed the 
Alps, the Pyrenees, and Mount Taurus, did not 
likewife form fome eminence or hill from Nor- 
mandy to China, which is a winding fpace of 
above 3000 leagues ? Geography thus coniider- 
"^ed, may furnilh lights to natural phllofophy, or 
at lead give room for rational doubts*^ 

Formerly we called Ruffia by the name of 
Mufcovy, from the city of Mofcow, the capital 
of that empire, and the rcfidence of the grand 
dukes : but at prefent the ancient name of RufGa 
prevails. 

It is not my bufinefs in this place to enquire, 
why the countries from Smolenlko, fo the other 
fide of Mofcow, were called White Ruffia, or 
why Hubner gives it the name of Black, nor for 
what reafon the government of Kiow (hould be 
named Re3 RuiEa. 

It is very likely that Madies the Scythian, 
who made an irruption into Afia, near feven 
hundred years before our vulgar sera, might 
hvit carried his arms into thefe regions, as Gen- 
zis-Kan and Tamerlane did afterward$» and as 

pro- 
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probably others had done long before Ma3i«f. 
Every part of antiquity is not deferving of our 
enquiries ; that of the Chinefe, the Indians^ 
the Perfians, and the Egyptians, is afcertained 
from illuftrious and interefting monuments^ 
imt thefe nK>numents fuppofe others of a far 
more ancient date, (ince it required many ages 
to teach men the art of tranfmitting their 
thoughts by permanent ligns, and no lefs time 
was required to form a regular language; and 
yet we have no fuch monuments, even in thfs 
polrte part of Europe. The art of writing was 
a long time unknown to all the north : the pa- 
triarch Conftanttne, who wrote the hiftory of 
Kiow in the Ruffian >anguage, acknowledgedy 
that the ufe of writing was not known in thefe 
countries in the fifth century, ' 

Let others examine whether the Huns, th^ 
Slavi, and the Tartars, formerly led their Wan- 
dering and fami(h'd tribes towards the fource of 
the Borifthenes ♦ ; my dcfign is'to fliew what 
Czar Peter created, and not to engagain an ufc- 
lefs attempt, to clear up the chaos of antiquity.. 
We (hould always keep in mind, that no family 
upon earth knows its firft founder, and confe- 
quently, that no nation know its ^.rft origin. 

I ufe the name of Ruffians to defignate the 
inhabitants of this great empire. Thatof Roxo- 
lanians, which was formerly given them, would 
indeed be more fonorous, but we fhbuld con- 
form to the cuftom of the language in which 

♦ The BoriAhrnei or Dnieper is one of tht largeft rifert 
in Varope; it rifes in theWftkhonikei Foreft, runs thro* LitfeKi^^ 
«nia, the coaatry of the Zoporag Coffiickfl »nd th«t of ibt 
Nagaifch Tartars, and falls into the Black icaaew Ocfikow. 
It hai 13 cfttiraAfi irickla a ftnali diftajice. 
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i«rel<rritc. News-papers and other memoifs iiate 
for ibme dme ufed the word RufTuns ; but a^ 
ihis name comes too near to that of PfufHans^ 
I fliall abide by that of RuHs which almoft all 
mir writers have give#i them. Befides it appeared 
to me, that the moft extenfive people on ihs 
earth ought to be known by fome appellation 
that may drftingui& thtsm abfohitely from all 
other nations *. 

And iiere it witl be necefTary for the reader 
to have recourfe to the annexed map, in order . 
to form a clear idea of this empire, which is at 
l>refent divided into fixteen large governments^ 
that will one day be fubdivided, when the nor- 
thern and eaftern countries come to be more 
hihabited. 

Thefc fixteen governments, which contain 
feveral immenfe provinces, arc the following, 

LIVONIA. 

The nearcft province to our part of the World 
is that of Livonia, one of the moft fruitful in \ 
the whole north. In the 12th century the inha- 
bitants were pagans ; at this time certain mer^ 
cb»Ats of Bremen vtA Lubeck traded to this 
Country, and a body of religit)us crufaders, call- 
ed Port-glaivis^ (or fword bearers) who were af- 
terwards incorporated in tfae Teutonic order^ 
made themfelves mailers of this province in the 
thirteenth century, at the time when the fury of 
the crufades armed the Ghriftians againA every 

* The reader wiU eifiljr perceire^ that the whole of this para* 
graph relates only to the French language, for in Engliih wc 
make no fuch dihinAioni in the name of tbele people, but al- 
waji call them Rliflians^ 

C Ofl5 
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one who was not of their religion. Albett, 
margrave of Brandenbourg, grand mafterof thefe 
religious conquerors, made himfelf fovereign of 
Livonia and of Brandenbourg-Pruifia, about the 
year 1514* From that time, the Ruffians and 
folcs began to difpute for the poffcffion of this 
province. Soon afterwards it was invaded by 
the Swedes, and for a long while continued to 
be ravaged by thefe fcveral powers. Guftavus 
Adolphus having conquered it, it was then ced- 
ed to the Swedes in 1660, by the famous treaty 
of Oliva ; and, at length, Czar Peter wrefted 
It from thefe latter, as will be feen in the courfe 
t of this hiAory. 

Courland, which joins to Livonia, is flill in 
vafTalageto Poland, tho' it depends greatly upon 
Ruffia. Thefe are the weftern limits of this 
empire in Chriftendom. . 

Of the governments of Revel, Petersbourg, 
and Wybourg. 

More northward is the government of Revel 
and Efthonia. Revel was built by the Danes in 
the 1 3th century. The Swedes were in pofTef^ 
fion of this province, from the time that coutitty 
put itfelf under the protedion of that crown in 
X561. This is another of the conquefts of Pe* 
ter the Great. 

On the borders of Efthonia lies the gulph of 
Finland. To the eaftward of this fca, aad at 
thejundlion of the Neva with the lake Lado<- 
ga*, is fituated Peterfbourg, the moft mo- 

* A collection of water iyiog between the gulph of Finland 
'and lake Onega : it is the la'rgefl, and faid to contain a greater 
UttiQber of £ib than any other ia Europe. 
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dern and beft built city in the whole, empire, 
founded by Czar Peter, in fpite of ail the united 
obftacles which oppofed its foundation. 

This city is fituated on the bay of Kronftat, in 
the midft of 9 rivers, by which its different quar- 
ters aredivided. In the centre of this city is almoft 
an impregnable fortrefs, built on an ifland, formed 
by the main-ftream of the river Neva : feven ca- 
nals are cut from the rivers, and wafh the wallt 
of one of the roy^l palaces of the admiralty, of 
the dock-yard for the gallies, and of feveral 
buildings of manufacSorifcs. 'Thirty-five large 
churches contribute to adorn the City ; among 
which five are allotted for foreigners of the Ro- 
man Catholic, Calvinift, and Lutheran religi- 
ons: thefe are as fo many temples raifed to 
toleration 9 and examples to other nations. 
There are five palaces ; the old one, called the 
fummer-palace, fituated on the river Neva, has 
a very large and beautiful ftone baluflrade, which 
runs all along the river fide. The new fummec 
palace near the triumphal gate, is one of the 
finefl pieces of architecture in Europe. The 
admiralty buildings, the fchool for cadets, the 
imperial college^ the academy of fciences, the 
exchange, and the merchants ware<houfes, are 
all magnificent ilru^ures, and monuments of 
tafle and public utility. The town-houfe, the 
public difpenfary, where all the vefTelsr are of 
porcelain, the court magazines, the foundery, 
the arfenai, the bridges, the markets, the fquares, 
,the barracks for the horfe and foot guards, con- 
tribute at once to the embellifhment and fafety 
of the city, which is faid to contain at prefent 
400,000 fouls. In the environs of the city are 
fcveral villas or country-feats, which furprile all 
C 2 tra- 
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travellers by their magnificence. There' is one 
in particular which has water-works fuperior io 
thofe of Verfaiiles. There was nothing of all 
this in 17029 the whole being then an impaflable 
morafs. Peterfbourg is confidered as the capital 
of Ingria, a fmall province fubdued by Peter I. 
Wyburff^ another of his conquefl^, and that 
part of r inland which was loft, and ceded by 
the Swedes in 17429 makes another goveca* 
ment* 

ARCHANGEi. 

Higher up, proceeding towards the nortb, is 
the province of Archangel, a co*iittry entirely 
new to the fouthern nations of .Europe. It took 
its name from St. Michael the Archangel, under 
whofe patronage it was put long after the Ruf- 
fians had embracedxhriftianity, which did not 
happen till the beginning of the nth century ; 
and they were not known to the other nations 
of Europe .till the middle of the i6th. The 
Englifli, in 1533, endeavouring to find out a 
north-(*aft pallage to the £a ft Indies, Chan- 
.cellor, captain of one of the (hips fitted out for 
this expedition, difcovered the port of Archangel 
in the White Sea ; at thai time it was a defert 
place, having only one convent, and a little 
church, dedicated to St. Michael the Arch- 
angel. 

The Englifli failing up the river Dwina *, 
arrived at the midland part of the country, and 

• We muft DOC confound rhb tifer with another of the fainv 
name that runt thro* Lithuania in Poland, and dividing Liiw- 
nia and Courland, faUs into theSiltic at DuAamundeffort be- 
low Ri^ 

4lt 
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9t kngth at Mofcow* Here they eafily made 
themfelves mafters of the trade of Ruffia, which 
was removed from the city of Novogorod, where 
it was-carriedoB by land to this fea-port, which 
is iDSQceffible indeed during ieven months in the 

J ear ; but, neverthelefs, this trade proved more 
eneficial to the empire^ than the fairs of No- 
vogorody that had fallen to decay in conre<faence 
of the wars with Sweden. ThcEngUfli obtain^ 
ed the privilege of trading thither without' pay- 
ing any duties ; a manner of trading which is 
apparently the moft beneficial to all nations. 
*rhe Dutch iboncame in for a (bare of the trade 
ef Archangel^ then unknown to other nations. 
Long before this time, the Geaoefe and Ve- 
netians had eftablifhed a trade with the Ruffians 
by the mouth of the Tanais or Don *, where 
they had built ^ town called Tana. This 
branch of the Italian commerce was deflroyed 
by the ravages of Tamerlane, in that part of 
the world : but that of Archangel continued, 
with gjPeat advantages both to the Englifli and 
Butch, till the time that Peter the Great opened 
a.pai{age into his dominions by the fiakicfea/ 

RUSSIAN LAPLAND. 

Gf the government of Archangel. 

To the weft of Archangel, and within its go« 

•vernment, lies Ruffian Lapland, the third part 

of this country, the other two belonging to Swe* 

* Thn WIS by the ancients reckon^ among the mod fs- 
flMoa litest in iIm- world, and the bouodary between Afia and 
£aro|e. It ifltics from St. John*i lake^ not far from Tula, 
and after a long courre, divides itfelf into three arxn>, and falla 
JAto theiea bel^w Az3pb, 
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den and Denmark. This is a very large'traft, 
occupying about eight degrees of longitude, and 
extending in latitude from one polar circle to 
the north cape *. The natives of this country 
ivere cbnfufedly known to the ancients, under 
the name of Troglodytes and northern pigmies; 
appellations fuitable enough to men, who, for 
the moft part^ are not above four feet and an half 
high, and dwell in caverns; they are juft the 
fame people; they were at that time* They are 
of a tawny complexion, tho' the other people of 
the north are white» and for the mo& part very 
low in ftature; tbo' their neighbours, and the 
people of Iceland, under the polar circle, are 
tall : they feem made for their mountainous 
country^ being nimble, fquat, and robuft ; their 
•fkins are hard, the better to reiift the cold,.th?ir 
thighs and legs are flender, their feet fmall, to 
enable tbem to run more nimbly amongft the 
rocks, with which their province is covered' ; 
ihey are paffionately fond of their own country, 
which none but themfelves can be pleafed with, 
and are able to live no where elfe. Some have 
afErqied, upon the credit of Olaus, that thefe 
people were originally natives of Finland, 
and that they removed into Lapland, where 
they diminiOied in ftature : but why might they 
not as well have made choice of lands lefs nor- 
therly, where the conveniencies of life were to 
be had in greater plenty ? How comes it that 
tbey differ lb totally from their pretended ancef- 
fiors.in features, figure, and complexion ? Me-^ 
thinks we might, with as great Teafoji, fupp»fe 
that the grafs which grows in Laphmd, is pro* 

* A promontory of the Ifland of Maggero in the north, o^ 
Norway, asd it the snoft northern point in Europe^ 
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duced from that.of Denmark, and that thefSflies 
peculiar to their lakes, came from thofe of Swe* 
den. It is mofl likely that the Laplanders are 
like their animals, the produce of their own 
country, and that nature has made the one for 
the other. 

Thofe who inhabit the frontiers of Finland^ 
have adopted fome of the expreffions of their 
neighbours, as happens to every people: but 
^hen two nations give to things of common 
itfe, toofagleiS^s which are Continually before their 
-eyes, names abfolutely different, it affords a 
firoivg pr6Aimption, that one of them is not a 
cdlony from the other. The Finlanders call a 
bearKaru, the Laplanders Muriet : the fun in 
thc^ Ftnnifb language is called Auringa, in the 
Lapland tongue Beve. Here is not the lead 
analogy. The inhabitants of Finland, and Swe-* 
difh Lapland, formerly worfhipped an idol whom 
they called lumalac, and fince the reign of Guf- 
tavus Adolphus, to whom tkey are* indebted for 
the appellation of Lutherai^s, they call Jefus 
Chrtft the ion of lumalac. The Mufcovite or 
Kufiian Laplanders, are at prefent thought to be 
of the Greek church j but thofe wfco Wander 
about the mountains of the^north cape, are fa« 
tisfied with adoring one God under certain rude 
forms, as has been the antient cuftom of all the 
nations called Nomades, or wandering nations^ 

This race of peopie> who are inconfiderablc 
in numbers^ have but very few ideas, and are 
happy in not having more, which would only 
^ccafion them to have new wants which they 
could not fatisfy : at prefent they live contented^ 
and free from aifeafes, notwithftanding the ex- 
ceffive coldnefs of their climate ; they drink no^ 
C 4 thing 
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thing but water, and attain to a great agt. The* 
jQuftom imputed to them of entreating firangers^ 
to lie with their wives and daughters, whiclik 
they efteem as an honour done to them, proba- 
bly arofe from a notion of the fi^periorily of 
ilrangers, and a defire of amending, by their 
means, the defers of their own race. This 
was a cuilom eflabliihed amongft the virtuous-^ 
i^cedemonians. A hufband would entreat as a» 
favour, of a comely young man, to give him 
handfome children, whom he might adopt. 
Jealoufy, and the laws, prevent the reft of m^an- 
kind from giving their wives up to the embraces^ 
of another ^ but the Laplanders have few otihk 
laws, and are, ia ail probftiMHty, fism^x» 40 
|ealoafy. 

MOSCOW. 

Afcending the river Dwina.froro North tifc* 
South, we travel up the country till, we come 
to Mofcow, the capital of the empire* This 
city was long the centre of the Ruffian domi^ 
2)ions, before they were extended on the fide of 
China and Perfia. 

Mofcow lying in 55 degrees and an half^ 
north latitude, in a warmer climate, and more 
fruitful foil than that of Peterfbourg, is fituated 
in the midft of a large and delightful plain on 
the river Mo&wa, and two leiTer rivers^ whicb 
with the former loTe themfelve& in the Deed, 
and afterwards help to fwell the ftream of the 
Wolga. This city, in the 13th century^ was 
wAy a colleSion of huts, inhabited by a fet of 
miferable wretches, ogprefled by the defcendants. 
«f Qengis Kban« 

^ Thfe 
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The Kremlin, or antient palace of the great 
dukes, was not built till the 14th century ; of 
fuch modern date are cities in this part of the 
world. This palace was built by Italian ar* 
chite<3s, as were feveral churches in the Gothic 
tafte, which then prevailed throughout all £u- 
rope.^ There are two built by the famous Arif- 
totk, of Bologna, who flouiiflied in the 15th 
century ; but the private houfes were no better 
than wooden huts. 

The firft writer who brought us acquainted 
with Mofcow, was Olearius ; who, in 1633,. 
went thither as the companion of an embaffy 
from the duke of Holflein. A native of Hoi- 
jlein muft naturally be ftruck with wonder at 
the immenfe extent of the city of Mofcow, with 
Its five quarters, efpecialiy the magnificent one 
belonging to the cxars, and with the Afiatic 
fplendor which then reigned at that court. 
There was nothing equal to it in Germany at 
that time, nor any city by far fo extei%fivc or 
well peopled'.. 

On the contrary, the Earr of Cariifle, who 
was AmbafTador from Charlcs^II. to the czar 
Alexis, in 1633, complains in his relation, that 
he could not meet with any one convenience of 
liffe in Mofcow ; no inns on the road, nor rc- 
frefhments of any kind. One judgeJ as a 
German, the other as an EngHfhman, and both 
by comparifon. The Engliftman was {hocked 
to fee moft of the Boyards, or Mufcovite no- 
blemen, fleep upon boards or benches, with 
only the fkins of animals under them ; but this 
was the ancient praSice of all nations. The 
houfes, which were almoft all built of wood, 
had fcarcely any furniture j few or none of their 
C 5 tables 
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tables were covered with cloth ; there wat* no 
pavement in the ftreets; nothing agreeable; 
nothing convenient; very few artificers, 2nd 
thofe few extremely awkward, and employed 
*only in woiks of abfolute neceffity. Thefe 
people might have paiTed for Spartans, had 
they been fober. 

But on public days, the coutt difplays all the 
fplcndour of a Pcrfian monarch. The earl 
fays, he could fee nothing but gold and precioiu 
ftones, on the robes of the czar and his cour- 
tiers. Thefe drefTes were not manufadured in 
the country ; and yet it is evident, that the 
people might be rendered induftrious long be- 
fore that time. In the reign of the czar Boris 
Godonow, the largeft bell was caft at Mofcow,, 
in Europe ; and in the Patriarchal church,, there 
were feveral ornaments in filver, worked in a 
very curious manner. Thefe pieces of work- 
manfliip, which were made under the diTtQi6n 
of Germans and Italians, were only tranfient 
efforts. It is daily induftry^ and the continual 
Qxercife of a great number of arts^ that makes 
a nation flouri(hing. Poland, and the neigh- 
bouring nations, were at that time very little 
fuperior to the Ruffians. The handicraft trades 
were not in greater perfeflion in the north of 
Germany, nor were the polite arts much better 
known, than in the middle of the 17th cen- 
tury. 

Tho' the city of Mofcow, at that time, had 
neither the magnificence nor arts of our great 
cities in Europe, yet its circumference of twenty 
miles ; the part called the Chinefe town, where 
all the rarities of China are exhibited ; the fpa- 
cious quarter of the Kremlin> where flood the 
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palace of the czars; the gilded domesy the lofty 
and confpieuous turrets ; and kftly, the prodi- 
gious number of its inhabitants, amounting to 
niear 500,000. All this to|cthcr, rendered 
Mofcow one of the moil conuderable cities in 
the world. 

Theodore, or Foedor, eldeft brother to Peter 
the Great, began to improve Mofcow. He or- 
dered feveral large houfes to be built of ftone, 
tho' without any regular architecture. He en- 
couraged the principal perfons of his court to 
build, advancing them fums of money, and fur* 
niihing' them with materials. He was the firft 
who collected ftuds of fine horfes, and made 
feveral ufeful embellifhmetits. Peter, who was 
attentive to every thing, 8id not ncgleft Mof- 
cow at the time he was building Peteribourg ^ 
for he catifed it to be paved, adorned it with 
noble edifices, and enriched it with manufac- 
tures ; and within thefe few years, Mr. dt 
Showalow, high chamberlain to the emprefs 
Elizabeth, daughter to Peter the Great, has 
founded an univerfity in this city. . This is the 
fame perfon who furni(bed me with the memo- 
rials,, from which I have compiled the prefent 
hiftory, and who was himfelf much more ca- 
pable to have done it, even in the French lan- 
guage, had not his great modefty determined 
him to refign the tafk to me, as will evidently 
appear from his own letters on this fubjeft, 
which I have depofited in the public library of 
Geneva. 
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S M O L E N S K O^ 

Weft ward of the duchy of Mofcow, is thafe 
•f Scnolenflco^ a part of the ancient Sarmatii. 
Europea. The duchies of Mofcow and Smo* 
lenflco compofed what is properly called White- 
Ruffia. Smoleniko) which at firft belonged to- 
the great dukes of Ruffia, was conquered by 
the great duke of Lithuania, in the beginning of 
the 15th century, and was reUken one hunr 
dred years afterwapds^ by its old mafiers< Sigif-^ 
round III. king of Poland, got pofleffion of it 
in 161J. The czar Alexis, father of Peter L 
recovered it again in 1654, fince which time it 
has always conflitured part of the Ruffian em- 
pire. The panegyric of Peter the Great, pro- 
.nounced in the academy of faiences at Paris,, 
takes notice, that before his time the Ruffians 
had made no conquefls either to the Weft or-. 
South ; but this is evide^itly a mifiake. 

6/ the Governments of Novogorod fl^«iKio\r^ 
^r/Atf Ukraine, 

Between Peterfbourg and Stnolenfko, lies the 
province of Novogorod * ; and is faid to, be the, 
country in which the ancient &lavi^ or Sclavo- 
ntans, made their firft fettlements. But from^ 
whence came thefe Blavi^ whofe language has 
fpread over all the north-caft part of Europe ?' 
5/^ fignifies a chief, and &lave one belonging to* 
a chief.. All that we know concerning thefc 
ancient SAjtwj, is,, that they were a race of con- 
.queron ; that they built the city of Novogorod^ 
tiie Great, at the head of a navigable river j and; 

*• Crod^r Gorod, Tigniiies city in the RnfCan lajigofge. 
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ikikt this city was for a loi»g time in poflrffi^^of 
a fiourifhtng track, and was a potent ally to the 
Hanfe towns. Czar I wan Waffiliawitfch (or 
John BalUowitz) made a conquefl of it in 1467^ 
and carried away all its riches, which contri- 
buted to the magnificence of the court of Mof- 
cow, till then almoft unknown. 

To the fouth of the province of Smolenfto^ 
we meet with the province of Kiow, otherwife 
called the LefTer Ruffia^ Red Ruffia, or the 
Ukraine, thro' which runs the Dnieper, called 
by the Greeks the Borifthenes. The difference 
of thefe two names^ the on<j fo harfli to pro- 
nounce, and the other fo melodious, ferves to 
fliew us^ together, with an hundred other like 
inftances, the rudenefs of all the ancient people 
of the north, in comparifon^ with the traces, of 
the Greek language. Kiow, the capital city, 
formerly Kifow, was built by the emperors of 
Conftantinopte, whamade it a colony: here arc* 
fiill to be feen feveral Greek inicriptions, up- 
wards of 1200 years old* This is the only city^ 
of any antiquity in thefe countries, where men. 
lived fo long together without building walla. 
Here it was that the great dukes of Ruilia held- 
their rcfidence in the nth century, before, the 
Tartars brought it under their fubje<ftion. 

The inhabitants of the Ukraine, called Cof- 
facks, are a mixture of the ancient Roxolanians,. 
Sarmatians, and Tartars, blended together. 
Rome and Conftantinople, tho' fo long the 
miftrefles of other nations, are not to compare 
in fertility of country with the Ukraine* Na- 
ture has there exerted her utmoft efforts for the 
fervice of mankind ; but they have not feconded 
4ihofe efforts by induilry, living only upon the 
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^Qtttaneous prod unions of an uncultivated, but 
fruitful foil, and the excrcifc of rapine. Tho' 
fond to a degree of enthufiafmi.of that moft 
valui|ble of all bleffings, liberty ; yet they were 
always in fubjcdion, either to the Poles or the 
Turks, till the year 1654, when they threw, 
themfelves into the arms of RuSa, but with 
fome limitations. At length they were entirely 
fubdued by Peter the Great. 

Other nations are divided into cities and 
towns ; this into ten regiments. At the head 
of which is a chief, who ufed to be eledlcd by a 
majority of votes, and is called by the name of 
Hetman or Itman. This captain of the nation 
was not inverted with fupreme power. At prc- 
fent the Itman is a perfon nominated by the 
czar, from among the great lords of the court j 
and is, in h&, no more than the governor of 
the province, like governors of the Pays (TEtaU 
in France, that have retained fome privileges. 

At firft the inhabitants of this country were 
all either Pagans or Mahometans ; but when 
they entered into the fervice of Poland,, thpy 
were baptifed Chriftians of the Roman commu^ 
uion ; and now that they are in the fervice of 
Kujiia, they belong to the Greek church^ 

Amongit thefe are Comprehended the Zapo- 
ravian Coflacfcs, who are much the fame as our 
Buccaneers or Free-booters, living upon rapine. 
They are diftinguiflied from all other people, 
•by never admitting women to live among them ; 
as the Amazons are faid never to have admitted 
any man. The women whom they make ufe 
of (of propagation, live upon other iilands on 
the river; they have no marriages amongft 
them, nor any domeftic oeconomy y they inroll 
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the male children in their militia, and leave the 
girls to the care of their niothers. A brother 
has frequently children by his fifier, and a fa- 
ther by his daughter. They know no other 
laws than cufioms introduced by neceiSty : 
however, they make ufe of fome prayers from 
the Greek ritual. Fort St. Elizabeth has been 
lately built on the Borifthenes^ to keep them in 
awe. They ferve as irregulars in the Ruffian 
armies, and hapiefs is xhc fate of thofe who fall 
into their hands* 

Of the Governments of Bevqoroi^ Woronitz, 
and NiscHGOROD. 

To the north-eaft of the province of Kiow, 
. between the Borifthen^s and the Tan'ais, or 
Don, is the government of Belgorod, which is 
as large as that of Kiow. This is one of the 
moil fruitful provinces of. RufSa, and furnifliea 
Poland with a prodigious number of that large 
cattle, known by the name of the Ukrain oxen. 
Thefe two provinces are fecured from the incur- 
fit>ns of the petty Tartar tribes, by lines ex- 
tending from the BoriAhenes to the Tanais, 
and well furniflied with fofts and redoubts. 

Farther noithward we crofs the Tanais, and 
• come.into the government pf Worownitzor Ve- 
roniie, which extends as far as the bankis of the 
Palus Maeotis. In. the neighbourhood of the 
, capital of this province, which is called by the 
Ruffians, Woroneffeh, at the mouth of the 
.fiver of the fame name, which falls into the 
Don, Peter the Great built his firft fleet; an 
undertaking which was at that time entirely 
new to the inhabitants of thefe vaft dominions. 

Fro« 
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From thence we come to the government -of 
Niichgorody abounding wkh grain^ and is wa* 
tercd by the river Wolga. 

A S T R A C A N. 

From the latter province we proceed fouth— 
ward to the kingdom of Aftracan.^ This country. 
i«aches from 43 i-half degrees north Jatitudc 
(in a mod delightful climate) to near 50, in- 
cluding about as many degrees of longitude ar 
of latitude. It is bounded on one fide by the 
Cafpian fea, and on the other by the mountains 
of Circai&a) proje<Sting beyond the Cafpian,. 
along mount Caucafus. It is watered by tha 
great river Wolga, the Jatck, and feveral other 
lefler ftreams, between which, according to 
Mr. Perry, the Englifli engineer, canals might 
be cut that would fervc as refervoirs to receive 
the overflowing of the waters ; and by that 
means^anfwer the fame purpofes as the canals of 
the Nill, and make the foil more fruitful : 'but to 
the right and left of the Wolga and Jaick, this^ 
fine country was inhabited, or rather infeded, 
by Tartars, who never apply themfelves to 
agriculture, but have always lived as ftrangefs 
and fojourners upon the face of the earth. 

The above-named engineer Perry, who wa» 
employed by Peter the Great in thefe parts, 
found a vail track of land covered with pafture, 
fcgumi«ous plants, cherry and almond trees,, 
and large flocks of wild flieep, who fed in thefe 
folitary places, and whofe flefli was excellent. 
The inhabitants of thefe countries muft be con- . 
>i%ttered and civilized,, in order to fccond the ef^ 

fort* 
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fopts of nature, who has been forced m tbc eli- 
jBate of Peteriboufg. 

The kingdom of Afiracan i» a part of the 
ancient Capfhak, conquered by Gengis-Khan, 
and afterwards by Tamerlane, whofe dooiinion 
extended as far as Mofcow. The czar John 
BafilideSy grandfon of John Bafdowitz, and the 
greateft conqueror of all the Ruffian princes, de- 
livered his country from the Tartarian yoke, in 
the i6th century, and added the kingdom of 
Aftracan to his other conquefts in 1 554* 

Adracan is the boundary of Ada and Europe, 
and is fo fituated as to be able to carry on a trade 
with both, as mercbandifea niay bt conveyed 
from the Cafpian lea» up to abia town, by meanr 
^f the Wolga. This wat oae of the grand 
£:hemesof Pet^r the Great» and has been partly 
carried into execution. An entire iiibuib of 
.Aftracan is inhabited by Indians^ 

OREMBOURG. 

To the fou^-^aft of the kiogdonvof A&w^ 
can, is a fmall couiicry newly i^sinted, called 
Orembowrg. The t^w^ of this name was built 
in the .year 1734, on the banks of the river 
Jaick. Thif province is thick covered witli 
, hills, that are parts of mount Caucafus, The 
pafles in thefe mountains, and of the rivers that 
ruii down from them, are defended by forts 
Kiifed at equal diftances. In this region, for- 
merly uninhabited, the Perfians come at prefent, 
to hide from the rapacity of robbers, fuch of 
tbeir eflfeds as have efcaped th« fury of the civil 
.wars* The city of Orembourg is become the 
^ylum of the Perfians and their riches, and is 
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gfov^n confiderabic by their calamities. Thr 
natives of Great Bukari come hither to trade, fe 
that it is become the mart of Ada. 

Of the Governments of Casan, and of Great 
• Permia, 

Beyond the WoFga and Jaick, towards the 
north, lies the kingdom of Cafan, which, Irke 
that of Aftracan, fell by partition to one of the 
fons of Gen gis- Khan, and afterwards to a fon of 
Tamerlane, and was at length conquered by 
John Bafilides. It is ftill inhabited by z numf- 
ber of Mahometan Tartars. This raft country 
ftretches as far as Siberia ; it is allowed to have 
beeii formerly very flourifhing and rich, and flili 
retains fome part of its priftine opulence* A 
province of this kingdom, called Great Permia, 
and (ince Solikam, was the ftaple for the nntcr* 
chandifes of Periia, /and the furs of Tartary. 
There has been found in Perot ia a great quan- 
tity of the coin of the iirft Caliphs, and fome 
Tartariair idols, made of gold * ; but thefe* mo- 
numents of ancient opulence were found in the 
midft of barren deferts and extreme poverty, 
where there were not the leaft .U-aces of coni- 
merce : revolutions of this naturb may- eafily 
happen to a barren country, feeing they are fo 
foon brought about in tlie m^ft fruitful pro- 
vinces. 

The famous Swedifli prifoncr Strah fern berg, 
who madefuch advantageous ufe of his misfor- 
tunes, and who examined thofe exten five coun- 
tries with fo much attention, was the firft who 

* Memoirs of Straihlemberg, confirmed By thofe fent me fxom^ 

gave 
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/gave an air of probability to a hSt, which before 
had been always thought incredible; namely, 
concerning the ancient commerce of thefe pro- 
vincesw PJiny and Pomponius-Meia relate, that, 
in the reign of Auguftus, a king of the Suevi 
made a preient to Metelliis Celer of feme In- 
dians who. hkd been caft by a ftorm upon the 
coafts bordering on the Elbe. But how could 
inhabitants of India navigate the Germanic feas ? 
This adventure was deemed fabulous by all our 
moderns, efpecially after the change made in 
the commerce of our hemifphere, by the difco- 
very of the Capie of Good Hope. But formerly 
it was no more extraordinary to fee an Indian 
.trading to the parts to the north- weft of his 
-country, than to fee a Roman go from India by 
the way of Arabia. Thclndians went to Perfia, 
and thence embarked on the Hyrcanian fea, and 
afcending theRha, now theWolga, got to Great 
Permit thro' the river Kama ; from whence they 
might take ihipping again on the Black Sea, or 
the Baltick. There have, in all times, been 
enterprifing men. The Tyrians undertook 
inoft furpriiing voyages. 

If after furveying all' thefe vaft provinces, we 
dire£l our view towards the eaft, we (hall £nd 
the limits of Europe and Afia again confounded. 
^A new name is wanting for this confiderable part 
of the globe. The ancients divided their known 
world into Europe, Afia, and Africa ; but tlney 
had not feen the tenth part of it : hence it hiap- 
pens, that when we pafe the Palus Masotis, we 
are at a lofs to know where Europe ends, or 
Afia begins; all that tra£): of country lying be- 
yond mount Taurus was diftinguifhed by the 
general appellation of Scythia, and afterwards by 

that 
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Ihat of Tartary. It might not be improper, 
perhaps, to give the name of Terras ArAhtt, 
€>r Northern Lands* to the country extending 
from the Baltic fea, to the confines of £hina % 
as that of Terra Auftrales, or Southern Lands^ 
are to that equally cxtenfive part of the 
worlJ, fituated tinder the Antardic Pole, aoct- 
which fervcs to counterpoife the glftbc. 

&/ ihi Gwirnmints ef Siberia, ef the Samo*- 

JCD£S, tht OSTIAKS) KaMTSHATKA, (ff^. 

Siberia^ with (he terrkorie s beyond it, extendi- 
from the fromiecs of the proidHcet of Archangel,. 
Refan, and Aftracan^ eafiward as far as the ifea. 
of Japan : it joined the fouthePR parts of Ruffia 
by mount Caucafus ; Aom thence^ to the coun* 
try of Kamt(hatka» is about i2Qa computed 
French leagues ; and from fouthern Tartary,. 
«whtch fierves^ as its. boundary to the Frozen fea^ 
about 460, which is the leaft breadth of the 
Ruffian empire. This country produces the 
f icbeft fiirs ; and this occafioned the difcovery 
©fit in-theyear 1563. 

In the 1 6th century, in the reign of the czar 
John Bafilidesy and not in that of Feeder Johan-* 
nowits, a private perfon in the neighbourhood 
ef Archangel^ named Anika» one tolerably rich' 
for his condition of life and^ couotry^ took no- 
tice, that certain men of an» extraordinary 
figure, and drefied in a manner unknown to 
ihat, country, and who fpoke a: language un- 
«lerfiood by no one but themfelves, came every 
year down a river which falls in^ the Owina*>, 

* Mcinoiri;rcBtfroinPftfsftovfg«. 

andi: 
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«l»9 1>rought msrtens and black foxes, whicli 
4hrey trucked for na3$ and pieces of glafs ; ja(t 
as the firft favages of Amerka ufed to exchange 
their gold with the Spaniards : he caufed them: 
to be followed by his fons and fervants^ as far aa 
their owft country. Thefe were the Samo^ 
jedes, a people who feem to refemble the Lap- 
landers, but are of a different race. They are^ 
Kke that people, unacquainted with the ufe of 
bread ; aiid like them, they yoke rain deer to 
draw their fledges. They live in caverns 4ind 
huts, amidft the fnow * ; but in other refpeSs, 
nature has made a vifible difference -between this 
fpecies of men and the Laplanders. Their up- 
per jaw prcje^ forward, fo as to be on a level 
with their nofe, and their ears are placed higher. 
'Both the men and women have no hair in any 
other part of their bodies, but -their heads ; and 
their nipple is of a deep black, like ebony» The 
Lapland men and women ^e diftingui(hedby no^ 
fuch marks. By memoirs fent from thefe coun- 
tries fo little- known, I havje been infornwd, that 
the author of the^curious natural hjftory of the 
king's gailden, k miftaken, where, in (peaking 
of the^many curiofities in human nature, he 
confounds the Lapland race with that of the Sa- 
. . mojedos. There are many more different fpe- 
cies of men than is commonly tho«ght. The 
rSamojedeS) and the Hottentots, feem to be the 
two extremes of our continent ; and if we ob- 
ferve the black- nipples of the .Samojedian wo-* 
men, and the apron with which nature has fur* 
nifhed the Hottentot females, and which hangs 
half way down their" thighs, we may have fomc 
idea of the great variety of 9ur animal fpeciesy 
* Idem, 

a varict/ 
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a variety unknown to thofe inhabiting great 
cities, who are generally flrangers to almoft > 
every thing that is not immediately within their 
view. 

The Samojedes are as Angular in their moral 
as in their phyfical diftindlions; they pay no wor- 
{hip to the Aipreme being ; they border upon 
Manicheifm, or rather upon the religion of the 
ancient Magi in this one point, that they ac-^ 
knowledge a good and an evil principle. The 
horrible climate they inhabit may in fome mea« 
fure excufe this belief, which is of Aich antient 
date, and (o natural to thofe who are ignorant 
and unhappy. 

Theft or murder is never heard of amongft 
them : being in a manner devoid of paffions, they 
are flrangers to injuftice ; they have no terms in 
their language to denote vice and virtue, their 
extreme fimplicity has not yet permitted them 
to form abftra^l ideas, they are wholly guided 
by penfation, and this is perhaps an inconteftible 
proof that men naturally love juftice, when not 
blended by inordinate paffions.- 

Some of thefe favages were prevailed on to 
iuffer themfelves to be carried to Mofcow, where 
many things they faw (truck them with admira- 
tion. They gazed upon the Emperor as their 
God, and voluntarily engaged for themfelves and 
countrymen a prefent of two martens or fable^ 
every year for each inhabitant. Colonies were 
ibon fettled beyond the Oby * and the 

Irtis 

* Called alfo the Ob. This, large river iflues /torn the lake 
Akin in Calmuck Tartary in Afiai from whence running 
north it f^mt the boundary between Europe and Afia^ and 

after 
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Inis t , and feme forts built. In the year 1595 aCof- 
fack officer was fent into this country, who con- 
quered it for the Czar with only a few foldiers 
and fome artittery, as Cortez^did Mexico ; but 
be only made a cbnqueftof barren defartt. 

In failing up the Ol^ to the jun£Uon of th« 
river Irtis wfth the Tobol, they found a petty 
fettlement, which they converted into the 
town of Tobol ]:, now the capital of Siberia, 
and a confiderable place. Who could ima- 
gine that this country was for a long time the 
reiidence of thofe very Huns, who under Attila 
carried their depredations as far as the gates of 
Rome, and that thefe Huns came from the 
north of China ? The Ufbcck Tartars fucceed- 
ed the Huns, and the Ruffians the Uibecks. 
The poiTeffion' of thefe favage countries has 
been difputed with as much murderous fury, as 
that of the moft fruitful provinces. Siberia was' 
formerly better peopled than it is at prefent, ef- 
pecially towards the fouthern parts ; if we may 
judge from the rivers and fepulchral monu- 
ments. 

All this part of the worlds from the 60th deg. 
of lat. or thereabouts, as far as thofe mountains 
of perpetual ice .which border the north feas, is 
totally different from the regions of the temper- 
rate zone; the earth produces neither the fame 
plants, nor the fame animals, nor are there 

after trtTfrfing a \rtft tnGt of abore 9000 milea, it falli Inttf 
a bay of the Frcztn Sea. 

f In the Rtiiiian language Irtifli. This river runs from K. 
to S. thro* all RjiMHa, and failing into the formet tUtr, forms < 
pai;tof the boundary betweeaAfiaandEucopc. 
, I In (lie RuiSaa language Toboiikojr* 

the 
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the fame fort of fifllea in their hkt% ind H^ 
vers. 

Below the country of the Samojedes lies th8l^ 
of thq Oftiakfi, alwig the river Oby. Thefe peo- 
ple hare no refemblance in any refped with tht 
Samo}«ik9, fiive that like them and all the firft 
race of men they are hunters, fifhermen, a{id 
"fliephcrds; fome (tf them have ho religion, n6t 
being formed into any fociety, and the others 
who live together in herds or dans, have a kind 
of worihip, and pray to the principal objefi of 
their wants $ the yadore the (kin ^a flieep, becaufe 
this creature is of all others the nfoft ferviceable 
to them ; Juft as the Egyptian huflyandmen made 
choice oi an ox, as an emblem* of the Deity 
who created that creatare for the ofe of man. 

The Oftiaks have likewife other idofs, Ivhofe 
origin and worfhip arc as iittle defefvtng OuT 
notice as their wor&ippers. T^ier^ w^re feme 
converts to ChriAianity made amohgft them in 
the year 1712; but thefe, like the lowcft of Our 
peafants, are Chrifttans wfthdut knowing what 
they profefs. Several writers pretend that thefe 
people were natives of Great I^eFm{a,but as Great 
Permia is in a manner adefert, how c6mt$ k 
then its inhabitants fliould fettle the^felvea at 
fach a dtftance, and fo inconveniently ? Thf« H 
a difficulty not worth, clearing up. Every na- 
tion which bsi not tulftvated ffh6polkeiarts,^ef 
ferves to remain in obfcurity. 

In the country of the Oftiaks in particular^ 
and amongft their neighbours the Burates^and Ja* 
kutiafis,. they olten difcover a kind of ivory 
under ground,- the nature of whfch is as yet un- 
known. Some take It to be a fort of Tdmr, aTnd 
others the tooth of a fpecies of elephants, the 

bree^ 
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^fcdiorwliichhavebfiendcftroyied: M where 
is the country that does not' afford fome natural^ 
produStionstiWhicb Mo(^G!ea(loni(h.aod confonnil ' 
philoibphy? 

Sevecal mountains in this country abound with 
the amianthes or afb^ftos, a kind of incom*^ 
bufttble.fiax* of which a fort of cloth and paper 
is fometimes madjp. 

To the fouth of the.Oftiaks are the .Burate»» 

another people, who have not yet been ixiad^ 

"chciftians. £a(lward there are feveral bords^ 

larhooi Uie Ruffians have not a^ ycteotixely fub« 

vdued* 

Nooe.of thtfe people have the leaft knowledge 
•'of the kalender. They reckon their time b^ 
ihows, and Hot by the apparent motion of the 
Sixn : as it fnows regularly, and for a long time 
♦every .win ter> they (ay, Si am fo many fnow's 
'^'.old,' juftjis we {ay, I am fo many years. 

Axid here I mud relate thp accounts given bjr 
the Swedifh officer Strahlemberg, who was taken 
prifoher in the battle of Pultowa, and lived 
'fifteen . years in JSiberia, and made the en- 
tire tour of that country. iHe fay^, that theiie 
^re ^11 Cotfit remains of an ancient people, 
«whofe iOcin is fpotted or varifigated with difFe- 
.xetitt colours, andthathe.himfelf had feen fome 
of them ; and the fad, has been confirmed to me 
:by Ruffians . born at Tobolfky, The variety 
of the human fpecies jfeemsito be greatly dimi- 
jtiihed, as we fend very few of thti? extraordi- 
nary people^ and they have probably, been exter- 
isiinated by fome other race : for inftance, there 
M%e very few Albinos, or White;Moar8 ; one of 
■:diem was pre&nted to the academy of fciences 
at Paris, which I f%w. It is theiame with re^ 
D ipcA 
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fpe£t to feveral other fpecies ^f animals vflaitAt 
tferare. 

As to the Borandians, o4 whom mention is 
made fo frequently in the learned hiftory of the 
kihg*s garden, my memoirs fay, that this race of 
people is entirely unknown to the Ruffians. 

AU the feuthern part of thele countries is 
peopled by numerous hords of Tartars. The 
antient Turks canie from this part of Tartary to 
conquer there^extenfive countries, of which they 
are at prefent in pofleffion. The Calmucks and 
Monguls are the very Scythians who, under 
Madies, made themfclves matters of Upper Afia^ 
and conqiiered Cyaxar^s'king of the Medes. 
They are the men, whom Gengis Khan and his 
fons led afterwards as far as Germany, and was 
termed the .Mo2ul empire under Tamerlane. 
Thcfe people afmrd a' lively inftance of the vi? 
ciffitudes which have happened to all nations^ 
fome of their hords, fo far from being formidable 
now, are become vaflals to Ruffia. 

Among thefe is a nation of Calmucks, dwell- 
ing between Siberia and the CafpianSea, where, 
jn the year 1720, there was difcovered a fubtec- 
.raneous houfe of ftone, with urns, lamps, ear- 
rings, an equeftrian ftatue of an oriental prince, 
with a diadem on his head, two women feated 
enthrones, and a roll of manufcripts, which 
werefentby Peter the Great to the academy of 
infcriptions at Paris, and proved to be written 
in the Thibet language: all thefe are ftriking 
proofs, that the lil^al arts formerly refided in 
this now barbarous country, and are lafting evi- 
dences of the truth of what Peter th^ Great was 
Wont feveral times to fay, viz. that the arts 
had made the tour of the globe. 

The 
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' The laft, province is Kamtfliatka, the moft. 
eaftcrn f art of the coiitinent. The inhabitants 
were abfolutely. void of all religion when the/' 
were firft difcovered. The north part of this 
country nkewife affords fine furs, with which: 
the inhabitants cfoathed themfelves in winter^ 
tho' they went naked all the fummer reafop. 
The firfl difcoverers were furprifed to find in the 
fouthera parts men with long beards, while in th« 
northern parts, from the country of the Samoje- 
des, as far a'sthe mouth of the river Amur, they 
have no more beards than the Americans. Thus, 
in the empire of Ruflia, there is a greater num- 
ber of different fpecies, more fingularities, and 
a greater diverfity of manners and cufloms, than 
in any country in the known world. 

The firft difcovery of this country was made 
by a Coilack ofHcer^ who went by land from ^ 
Siberia to Kamtihatka in 170I) by order of Pes- 
ter the Great, who, notwitfaftanding his mif-? 
fortune at Narva, ftill continued to extend his 
care from one extremity of the continent to th^ 
other. Afterwards, in 1725, fome time before 
death furprifed him, in the midft of his great 
exploits, he fent captafn Bering, a Dane, with 
exprefs orders to find out, if poffible, a paf&ge by 
the fea of Kamtihatka, to the coaft of America* 
Bering did not fucceed in his firft attempt; hut 
the emprefs Anne fent him out again in I733» 
M. Spengenberg, captain of a (hip, hi^ afioci- 
ate in this voyage, fet out the firft from Kamt- 
ihatka, but could not put to fea till the year 
1739, fo much time was taken up in getting to 
the port where they were to embark, in build- 
ing and fitting out the (hips, and providing the 
neceflaries. Spengenberg ikiled as fw: as the 
D a north 
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4iortb part of Japan, through a ftcctght, foFinM 
by a Jong chain of iflands, and returned with* 
, out/having difcovered thepaflage. 

In 174I9 Bering cruifed all over this fea,-iii 

company with DeLifie delaCroyere, the aftco-* 

ootner, of the fame family of L'Ifle, which has 

produced fuch excellent geographers : another 

captain likewife went upon the fame difcovery, 

„Thcy both made the coaft «f America, to the 

Borthward of Calffornia. !:Thus the north-rcafl 

,|iaflage, fo long fought afier, was at length dif^ 

covered^ but there was no refreshments to^be 

met with in thofe barren co^s. Thetr-frefli 

.water failed them, and part of the crew perifhsid 

with the fcurvy. They faw the .northern bank 

of California for above ^an > hundred miles, and 

iawrfoaie;l9athern canoes, with juil /uch a fort 

cf 'pdople in*them iis the .Qanadidns. All their 

endeavours, however, rproved fia^uL^f?.: fiestng 

ended >his: life m an ifland, ^ to .which -ftegRve his 

name. ?rfae.*other captain happening tp^beclofef 

in with the CaUfbrniaorCoail, fenttefiof his people 

on (hore,.who never returned. f3^he captain,.iif- 

r«r waiting for rthem in. usin, :fou«d himf^tf 

obliged to. return bai^k * to Kamtihatka^ andjp^e 

Ltfle died as he.was going on 'ihore. .Such ^e 

. the difafters that have generally .attended every 

j)ew attempt upon the northern feas. ^But wlvat 

,;ad vantages may yet arife from thefe powerful 

:;and d.an^rx>us difcoverie^^ time ^lone can. dif- 

We have now .defctibed all the different pro- 
evinces that cotnpofe the RufHan domjnioas 

,ffom Fiiiknd to the fea of Japan. The largeft 
^srtsof this empire hate becfliall umtekl .at-^f- 
' /cr^nt times, asihas been the cafe in: ail .other 

. \ . . Jking- 
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ETngdoms in the world. The Scythians, Huns, 
Mafiagetes, Slavians, Cimbrians, Getcs, and 
Sarmatians, are now fub}e<{i6 of the Czar. The 
Ruffians, properly fo called, are the ancient 
R^xoltifni or Slavi. 

^ Upoa refledion, we fliall find that moft ftate 9 
were formed in the Came nvtfnner. The French ' 
are an afiemblage of Goths, of Danes called 
.N^rmandd, of northern G^fmant, called Bur* 
gundians ; of Franks, AHmans, and fome Ro« 
.mans mix^d with the ancient Celtac. In Rome 
^and Italy there are fevecaJ families defcended" 
hbm t>e pepple of the norths but noma that wc 
Jttyow et from the anient Romans* The fu- 

E^me pontiff i& fr«quendy ^. efisi^ng of a 
«mbar^> a Goih, a TeutoiKy er a Cln^riao. 
Tbf Spaniards are a race of Arabs, Carthagtm* 
^anty Ji^ws^ Tyriaosy Vifigefibt,, and' Va«)dak, 
.iocoFporated with the ^nt if iHii^hfibttaiitft of the 
.0i9«n^y» When natiennareihii^ intermixed, it 
!» 2^ long, time before tt^ej; ar^cinriliflMnd,. or even ' 
before their lai^uage i# fosttiefl, Some indeed 
.ft(;eiv9 thefe fooner, o<hers^ tuttr* IMtty and 
(he liberal arts arefodifficuk ^eflabl4(h, and 
,the new raUed ftruSure is fo often deftroyed by 
B^voltttions^ that we may i^onder all nations anr 
. ji^t io bagrbarotti as TarifltES. 
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Continuation of the dcfcriptiqn of Ruffia, popo- 
lation, finances, armies^ cuftoms, religion, 
ftate of RuiTu before Peter the Gredt. 

THE mWe civilized a country is, the bet- 
ter it is peopled. Thus China and Indiji 
are more populous than any other empires, be^ 
caufe, after a multituxte of revolutions, whieh 
changed the face of fublunary affairs, *lhef!e 
two nations made the earlieft eflablffbments in 
•civil focicty: the antiquity of their government, 
which has fubflfled upwards of four thoufand 
years, fuppofes, as we have already obfefved, 
w^any elTays and efforts ki preceding ages. . Th« 
-Ruffians came very late; but the arts having been 
introduced amongft* them in their full perftc- 
tio^n, it has hdppfrned, that th^y have tnade 
'more progrefs in fifty ytfars, than any other na- 
tion had done before them in five hundred. The 
country is far from being populous, in propor- 
tion to its-extent ; but fuch as it i«, it Has as 
'great a number of inhabitants as siny other flate 
in Chriflendom. From the capitation lids, aivd 
the regifter of merchants, artificers, and male 
peafants,! might fafely afiert, that Rui&a, at pre- 
fent, contains at leaft 24 millions of male inha- 
bitants : of thefe 24 millions, the greateft part 
are villains or bondmen, as in Poland, feveral 
provinces of Germany, and formerly through- 
out all Europe. The eftate of a gentleman in 
^Ruiiia and Poland is computed, not by his in- 
creafe i« oloney, but by the number of bis flaves* 

The 
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The following is a lift taken in I747» of all 
the males who paid the capitation or poll-tax. 

Merchants or tradefnieii - 198000- 

Handicrafts - - 16500 

(peafants incorporated with the mer- 
chants and handicrafts - 1950 
Peafanta called Odonoflcis, who con- 
.. tribute to otaintai* the mtUtia - 430220 
Others who do not contribute thereto 26080 
Workmen of different trades, whofe 
< parents are not known- ^ lOOO 
Others who are not incorporated wicb 

the companies of tradefmen - 47 00 

Pea&nts immediately dependent on 
" the crown, about • - 155000 

Ferfons employed in the mines belong- 
inf to the crown, partly Chriftians^ 
partly Mahometans ana Pagans - .64000 
Other peafants belonging to the . 
c ' crown, who work in the mines, and 

in private nutiufadufes - 24200 

.' New convents to the Greek church 57000 
Tartars and OftiakS fpeafants) - 241000 
(.Mourfes, Tartars, Mordauts^ and 
others, whether Pagans or Chrifti- 
aiis, employed by the admiralty 7800 

. Tartars (libjcft to contribution, called 

Tepteris, JSobilitz, &c» - 28900 

. Bondmen to feveral merchants, and 
other privileged perfons, who, tho' 
not landholders, are allowed to 
hare flavcs - - * 9100 



i. 
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Bfbbgbt (wr^r tM^f^sot 
Pcafanls in the land^ fet apart for the 

fupport of the crown - - 418000 • 

PeaTants on the lands bdongkig tb^hei* 
> niajefly, independently of the rights 

ofthccrowa - - €6^66- 

JPcafants on the lands cohflfca^ed to^t** 

crown- - - - 1 3660 V 

Bondmen bdongmg to gtifttlemen 3550000^ 
Bcndmcnr belonging to theafftmbl^.of 

the clergy, and whb defray oiher> 
. expences - - - ' 375 oa 

BondmerT bfetongtng to tifliopS' - X16460 

' Bondmen belonging to convdflts,. 

whofe numbers v^eriredattd- by Per 

ret the Great - - 72:1500 

Bondmenr jistfilbftgitig CO d^chedtfl} :rRd 

pariih diarch;e» - - 2370a 

FeaAints emfdoyed' air libouMii ruf tMb; 

docks pi the admiridty,' 6r in cfAvct^ 

public' #6rk^, about - 40ca 

La'bburers in the mtfie^^ and ill pit- 

v^te mzmfaiAntis' - i66<So 

Peafabts oirth^ land^ afflj^ed to the 

princi^'niaAUfadur^s - 745CO 

Laboureris' in' tfie mines fie]on|m'g ta 

(he crowiV - - - 300 

Baflards'to^ught up by tbe clergy - 40 

Si»^rie» mailed Eaikdhiky - 2200 



6646390 



Here we have a round number of fix millions 
Jrc hundred forty-iix thoufand three hundred 
^d" ninety m^ p^rfons,- who pay the poll-tax. 
In this^ number are included boys and old men, 

bub 
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|tfft and women un- not reckoned; nor boys 
born betwetn the making of one regifter of 
tke lands and another. )^w, if wr only rec-' 
kon triple the number of heads fubjeA to ber 
taxed) including women and girls^ we fllall find 
near 20 millions of fouls. 

To this number we may add the military lift^ 
which amounts to 350,000 men, Befides, nei* 
tker the nobility nor clergy^ who are con>puted 
at 200,000, are fufajed to this capitation. 

Foreigners, of whatever coantry or proMion^ 
are Ukewife exempt : as alfo the inhabitants of 
the conquered countries, namely, Livonia, £()• 
tionia, Ingria, Carelia, and a part of Finland, 
the Ukraine, and the Don Coflacks, the CaU 
mucks, and other Tartars, Saaoojedes, the Lap*- 
landers, the Ofttaks^- and all the idolatFoiis 
people of Siberia, a countiy of greater extent 
than China^ are not incJwi^ in this lift. * 

By the fame calcutacion^^ it is impoffible that 
the totri of Che inhafbiranrs of Ruffia fhovAd 
amount to Icfis than a4.miHions. ^ At this raie, 
there Are ejght peribns to every Iquare m\\^ 
The £ngliAi.-limbafiador,"whom I have anen- 
Plotted before, altews only Sve ^ tn>t he certainty 
Was not furnifhed with fin^.faif hful memoirs, afs 
thdfe with Whtoh I have been favoured. 

jRuflhi th^efore is exadly^ve times lefs popu- 

k^iisthair Spain; but contains near four times thjp 

inofnfber of iith^bifenis : 4t is ahnoft as^pulous 

sis <Fri»nce or Germany ^^ but if we cbniider its 

<vafl^c4ile««t« the nuaorber ^f IcfvtkAs t'birty tim^$ 

leh. :.. ...:;-^ .. , ...I ' • / 

• ' T'her^ i^ CMe loiportant temarik 'to be made 
in regard to this ^umkrationY namely,' that o^C 

of 6,640,000 people liable to the poll-tax, there 
Ds are 
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are alKHtt 90O9O00 that belong to the Ruffiai^ 
clergy, without reckoning either the ecclefiaflic' 
of the conquered countries^ of the Ukraine^ or 
^fSibena: r 

' Therefore^ out of feven perfona liable tt> the 
poll-tax, the clergy have one j but nevcrthclefs 
they are far front pofleffing the feventh part of 
the who'e revenues of the ftate, as is the cafe 
in many other kingdoms, where they have at 
leaft a feventh of all eftates ; for their peafants 
pay a capitation to the fovereign^ andthe other 
taxes of the crown of Ruffia, in which- the clergy 
have no ihare, are very confiderable. 
^ Thi»^ valuation is- very difFerent from thiat of 
all other writers oh the afFatrsof Ruflia; fothat 
foreign, minifters, who have tranfmitted.nieinoire 
of this date to their courts, have be^n greatly 
iniftaken. The aj^hives ef the empite kre the 
only thifigs to be confuhed; 
^ It is very probable, that Ruffia has been bet- 
ter peopled th^n it is at prefent ; before the 
fmall-pox,. that came from the extreniities .0f 
Arabia, and the great^pox that came from Ainer 
ricd) had fpread over tbefe cUmateay where they 
bave now taken root. The world- owea tbefe 
.two dreadful fcourgea, which have depopulated 
it more than all its wars, the one to Mahdmet^ 
and the other to Chriftopher Columbus. The 
plague, which le a native of Afr4ca, feldom ap- 
proached the countries of the north, . Befides, 
;the people of thofe countries^/rpfn 3armatia, to 
the Tartars who ^well beyond th^ •gre^t wa'Q, 
having overfpread the world by their irruption^ 
this ancient Aurfery of the human fpecies mufl 
lave been furprUiogly dTtoiniihf d. 



In 
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In this vaft extent of country, there tre faid to 
be about 74«ooo monks^ and coco nuns^notwtth" 
ftanding the care taken by Teter the Great to 
reduce thefar number j a care worthy thelegifla** 
tor of an empire* where the human race is (b 
remarkably deficient. Thefe 13,000 perfoni, 
. thus immured and loft to the date, have (as the 
• reader may have obferved} 72,600 bondmen to 
till their lands, which is evidently too great a . 
number ; there cannot be a Aronger proof how 
difficult it is to eradicate abufes of a long ftanding; 
I find, by a lift of the revenues of the empire 
in 1735, that reckoning the tribute paid by the' 
Tartars, with all taxes and duties in money, the 
fum total amounted to 13 millions of rubles, 
which make 65 millions of French Uvres, excli^ 
five of tributes in kind. This moderate fiim 
was at that time Aifficient to maintain 339v5t>oV 
as well feaas land forces: but both the reve- 
nues and troops are augihented fince that time. 

The cuftoms, diet?, and rAanners of the Ruf- 
fians, ever bore a greater affinity to thofc of Afia 
than to thofe of Rirope : fuch v^as the old cuf^ 
. torn of receiving tributes in kind', of defraying ^ 
the exfTences of ambafladors on^ their journie^, 
and during their refidence in the country, and of 
never appearing at church, or in the royal pre- 
fence with a fword ; an oriental cuftom^ dtre£Uy 
the reverfe of that ridiculous and barbarous one 
• amongft us, of addreffing oarfclves to God, 
. to our king, to our friends, and to- our women* 
with an oftenfive weapon, which hangs down 
to the bottom of the leg. The long robe 
worn on public days,- hada more noble air thsjH 
the (hort habits of the weftern nations of Eu- 
rope. A Ycft lined and turned up with fur, with 
D' 6 a long. 
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X long ftimar* adorned ^irh jewels for feftivaf 
dayi $ and thore higb turbans, wMch add to tKe 
•ftat^re^ were much ihore ftrikfftg to the eye ; 
thaii bur |>eroke&ai»d cldffe ooat^ and more Ttiitd- 
bletocold chniacei; but this ancient drefs df 
all nations (eems to be not fo well contrived fdr 
war, nor (o cbnvenieht for working people. 
Moft pf their other cbftoms were ruftic ; but We 
inuft not imagine, that their manners were is. 
.barbarous as feme writer^ #ou1d have Us beiiev^^ 
.Albert Krants relates a ftory of im kalian am- 
balTador, whom (he csar ordered to have his hat 
nailed to his head, for not pullirig it cff ii^hite 
he was makine his fpeeeh to him^ Others at* 
tribute this adventure to a Tartar, and othe^i 
again to a French ambaflador. 

Olearitis pretends, that the czar Michael 
Theodorowitz, banilbed themarquisbf ElndeiHI^ 
ambaflador from Henry IV, of Frante, into Si- 
beria ; but it is certain, that this moihkrch feiit 
no ambaflador to Mofcow, and that there' nevep 
was a marquis of Exideiiil in France. In the 
fame manner do travellers fpeak about thecoun* 
try of Borandia, and of the trade they have ear- 
ned on with the people of Nova Zembla^ whiciv 
is fcarcely inhabited at all, and the long convef- 
fatiohs they have had with fome of the SamO^ 
ledes, as if they underflcod their language* 
Were the enormous compilations of vbyageis to* 
be cleared of every thing that is not true nOr 
ufeful in them, both the works and the public 
would be gainers by it. 

The Ruffian government rbfembled that of the 
Turks, Ih refpcft to the ftanding forces, tJr 
guardf, called' Strelitzes, who, like the Jdhif- 
fiuies,. foiitetimes. di1|>b/ed of the crdwn-, and^ 

freqjiently 
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frtqu^tljr difturbibd tile ftife as mtith t» tkc^ 
defended it. Their humbef wafi about 4<scfOd» 
Thofe who were dirperied in the provino^ fub* 
fiftcd by rapine and plunder; thofe in Moftro^ 
lived like cicrtens, followed trodea, did no dunf» 
and carried their tnfohence to the greareft eitceft : 
in ihort^ there was no other Mfiy to pf^fttve 
peace and good order in the ktfr^M^ biM by 
breaking them | a ^erjr tiecdbryy . and at tite 
fame tinie a very dangeroui ftep. 

The puMic r^vemie.doca not txOfti fiv#tm^- 
lions of rubles^ or about 25 millions of Frertoh 
livret. This Was MHtient when czar Peter 
cam^ to the crown to ttiaintairt the ancicfht mr- 
diocrity^ but was not 1 third part of^wbat Wda 
neceflary to go certain lengths, tnd to render 
htmfelf and people confideraUe in Europe : but 
at the fume time many of their ta^es ^ttt fUtd 
in kind, accordibg to %Kt Turkifh tutkM^ 
which h kfs burthehfome td the pe<yplt tikah thit 
of pacing thekr tributes in money. 

0/tht Titk dfCzAtt. 

As to the title of czar, it may p6iSh]y Come 
from tbc Tzar^ or Tcharis of the kingdotti 6f 
Cafan. When John, or I^an 6afilides, cotti- 
pleated the con^ueft of this kingdctn in the i6di 
%chtury. Which had bcch begun byhisgrand- 
fiither, who afterwards loft it, he aflumed this 
tkl^, which his fucceffors have retained evtr 
firtce. Before John fiafflf^s, the fovcreigh 6f 
Ruffia, took the title of fyelike KneZj u e. W^/ 
trincey ireat hrd, ^eat ihiify Whith thic thrif- 
tian nations afterguards rendered by that 6f grrit 
duke. GzarMichUclThfeodoroWitt, V^hfen he 

received 
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received the HolftetA embafly, took to hiaifetf 
the followif^ cities : <' Great knez^ and great 
•« lerd, confervator of all the Ruifias, prince df 
<< Wolodomer, Mofcov^, Novogorod, &c. 
y tzar of Cafan, tzar of Aftracan, and tzar of 
.«< Siberia," Tzar was, therefore, a title be- 
longing to thefe eaftern princes > and, there- 
fore, it is more probable to have been derived 
from the TJhas of Perfia, than from the Roman 
Caefars, whom the Siberian Tzars, on the banks 
.of the Oby, can hardly be fuppofed to have 
.ever beard. 

No title, however pompous, is of any .confe- 
quence, if thofe who bear it are not gre^ and 
powerful of themfelves. The word ernpa^ 
rofj which originally fignified no more than 
general of the army^ became the title of the fcH 
vereign of th6 Roman republic ^ it is now given 
to the fupreme governor of all the Ruffias, more 
juftly than to any other potentate, if we coo- 
lider the power and extent of his dominions. 

R E L I G I O Nv 

, The cftabltilhed religion- of this country^ haa^ 

ever fince the nth century been that of the 
'Greek church, fo called in oppoikion to the 

Latin : tho' there were always a greater number 
' of Mahometan and Pagan provinces, than of 

thofe inhabited by chriftians. Siberia, as far as 
. China, was in a (late of idolatry ; and in fome 
•. of the provinces, they were utter llrangers to all 
. kipd of religion. 

Perry, the engineer, and baroft Strahlemberg, 
.who both refided fo ^any years in Ruffia, tell 

tts^ that they found more fihcerity and probity 

among 
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Among the Pagans, than the other inhabitants ; 
not that paganifm niade them Qfiore virtuojji, but 
.their manner of living, which was that c^ the 
primitive ages, zs they are called, freed theqa 
from all the tumultuous paffions ', and, in conr 
fequence, they were luiown for. their inte^ 
grity. 

Chriftianity did not get footing in Ruffiai and 
4he other countries of the north, till very late; 
.It is faid that a princeft, named Olha, firft in- 
troduced it, about the end of the loth century, 
as Clotilda, niece to an Arian prince, did among 
the Franks ; the wife of Miceflaus, duke of Po* 
.land, am.ong the Poles; and the fifter of the 
emperor Henry II. among the Hungarians. 
.Women are. naturally, eafily perfuaded by the 
.minifters of religions and as eafily perfuade the 
-other .part of mankind. 

It is further added, that this princefs Olha 

,caufcd herfelf to be baptifed at Confiantinople, 

.by the t>ame of Helena ; and thai as foon as ihe 

embraced chrillianity, the emperor John Zi- 

.milceq fell in Joye with her.. It is moil likely 

.that r&eu! was a. widow ; however, (he ,refufed 

.the (em{)erpr.\ The example of jhe: princeft 

HQIb9,:0if Qlga^ as.ijie is caljed, di,d not at firft 

: malce any great niirjiiber of profclytes., Her fon ♦, 

.who reigned a long time, was npt of the fan>e 

-way of thinking as his mother^ but her grand- 

Ifon Woldomer, who was born; of a conqubin^, 

• kjiying murdg'ed his. brother and naounted the 

thronse,' f«^d for tbealjiance of B^files'y emperor 

of Conftantinople, but could obtain it only on 

5 cbiidition-of rccemng hsiptifm : and^ this event, 

' which happened in the year 987, is the epocha 

' , * Hit name was Sowaftowflavr, 

' when 
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wh^n Ch6 Greek ehurdi wa« firft eftftNIAed^^ilr 
l.uffia. Photitf^) the pafrtarcb, fo fumous for 
hit imrAeftfe tfruditiotr, Mft difputes* with the 
^tiiirch df Rome, ai^d for his mi^fortunei, feiir 
-a p^rfon to bs^tifc Wokxfoiti^r, in order to ad4> 
this part of the world t« the Patriarchal See *. 

Wolodimer, orWolodomar, therefore com^ / 
f>teat&d the work wh»eh ikn grandmother had^ 
h«gun. A Greek was made thefirft Metropo*- 
Utah, or Patriarchvof Ruffian atid =^oin thb ' 
ticht^ the Ryf^ans adopted an alph^betf t^keh 
partly from the Greek. T1i4$= would have been 
of advatitage to them, had they not fitll retahied 
the principles of their own language, which is ' 
(he Sclavonian in every thing, but a few ttnm 
yelacing to their liturgy and church government. 
One of the Greek patriarchs, named Jeremiah^: 
having a fuit depending before theDivan, calne 
fo Mofcow to folHcif it ; where, aifter fome 
tiftae^ he refigned his authority bver the Ruffian < 
churches, and confeeraftetf' patriarch, the arch-*' 
biflibp of Novogerod,. named Job; This waa 
in the yedr 1568, from* which time the iUiffiair- 
church became as independent as its ca^t. 
*Thc patfiarch of Riifila has ever (ince been eoti— 
fecrated by the Ru€ian bifhops^ and not by the 
patriarch of Conftantrnopie. He ranked 4d thr 
Greek church next to the patriarch of ^ra— 
falem, but he Was in fa£l the only free and pow«> 
erful psitrial'ch ; and confequently, the onty ^nkl 
'one* Thofe of Jerufalem, Confbntinople^ Ai- 
tibch, Alexandria^ are mefrcenary ^hiefa of )» 
.' - , • . .1 ' • } 

' • Tint McM^ee it Cttkm frr^ tprivsteMS^iaiutHa <f.'21ir 
Xcclcfiaftjcal OovrrmnenC of Hufli^^ ** vrUch u JakewHe df* 
p«fittd ia the public ilbntr J. 

'- churchy 
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dumb, enflavedby the Turks; and evtothe pa* 
tfiarchsof Jerufalem and Antioch are no lonyer 
confidered at fucfay having 4o more credit ot in- 
fluence in Turkey, than the rabini of the Jtwifll 
fyna^ogucs fetded there* 

It was from a perfontwho was patrianch of aU 
the Ruffias, that P^ter the Great was defcendc^d 
in a dired line; Thefe new preiaterfoon wanted 
to fliare the fovereign aocbosity with the esars. 
They thought it not enough that their prince 
walked bate-headed once a year before the pa- 
triarch, leading his horfe by the bridle. Thefe 
external marks of refpeA only ferved toencreafe 
their thirfi for rule ; a! paflion' which proved the 
/burce of great troubles in' Rufia, as weilsto bo 
other countries. 

Nicon, a pe:foh wK^cMii the mohks look upon 

. s» a fainr, and virfifo" was patriarch in thd leigft of 
Al^is, thd father of Peter the Great, wanted to 
raift'hiy dignity above tiiM of the tMone; fD# he 
At>t oiily aflbmed' the priviltge of fitting bv tie 
fide of tne czar in fhe fenate, hvd piettodM that 
nJbither war nor peac6 could be maAe without 
his confent« His authority was fo ^at, that 
being fupported by his immenfe weadth, and by 

, bis intrigues with the clergy and the peopte^ 
he Icept his mafter in a kind of fubjedioh. He 
had the boldnefi to excommunicate (bntie fenators 
who oppofed his exceffive kifdencep till- at 
kngth, Alexis finding himfelf not poweriVil 
enough to defkyfe him 1^ hik own authority, vras 
ebKged to convene a iynod of all the biihops. 
There the patrrarch was accufed of having re« 
ceived inoney from the Poks y aikl being coa«> 
vi£ted» was depofed and confined for the oe* 
mainder of his days hi a monaftery, after which 

the 
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•the prelates chofe another patriarch in tk 
ftcad. 

From tbefirft infancy of chriflianity in Ruffia, 

* there. have been feveral (tSts there, aa well as io 
other countries j for fcfis are as frequently the 
fruits of ignorance, as of pretended knowledge: 

> but Ruffia is the only chriilian ftate of any con- 
fiderable extent, in which religion has not ex- 
cited civil wars, tho' it has felt fome occafional 
tumults. 

* The Raflcolnikys, who eonfift at prefentof 
' about 2000 males, and who are mentioned in 

the foregoing lift*, are the moft ancient {e&, of 
any in this country. It was eftabtifhed in the 

^i2th century, by fome enthufiafts, who had a 
fuperiicial knowledge of the New Teftament : 
they made iife then, and ftill do, of the old pre- 
tence of all fedaries, that of foUowiog the letter, 

' and accufed all other chriflians of remiiTneis. 
They would not permit a prieft, who had drank 
brandy, to confer baptifm ; they affirmed, in the 

" words of our Saviour, that there is neither a fifft 
nor a laft, among the faithful ; and held, that 
one of the ele£l might kill himfelf for the love 

* of his Saviour. Accord'mg to them, it is a 
f great fin to repeat the halleluja three times ; and» 

therefore, repeat it only twice. The benedic- 
tion is to be given only with three fingers. In 
: other refpedb, no fociety can be more regular or 
. Rri€t in its morals. They live like the jquakers, 
and, like them, do not admit any other chrif- 
. tians into their afTemblies, which is the reafoo 

* that ^hefe have accufed them of all the abomina- 
tions of which the heathens accufed the primt- 

* tive Galileans : thefe latter, the GnoiU^> and 

• See Page ^ 

with 
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.with which tht Roman Catholics hire charged 
the Protcftams. They have been frequeatly 
accufed of cutting the throat of an infant, and 
drinking its blood ; and of mixing; together i^ 
their private. ceremonies, witjiout diftin<aion of 

.kindred, age, or even of fex. They have been 
perfecuted at times, and then they ihut them- 

.felves up in their hamlets, fet fire to their houfes, 
and thrown themfelves into the flames. Peter 

,took the only method of reclaiming them, which 

»was by letting them live in peace. 

. But to conclude in all this vail empire, there 
are but 28 epifcopal fe^s; and in Peter's tim^, 
there were but 22. This fmall number was, 

.perhaps, one of the caufes to which the Ruffian 
. ehurch owes its tranquillity. So very, circum- 

-fcribed was the knowledge of the clergy, that 
czar Theodore,, brother to Peter .the Great, w|s 
the fir(^ who introduced th^ cuftom of Ringing 

.pfahns in churches.^ , 

Thfepdoreand Peter, efpecially theJatter, ad- 
mitted indifFerently into' their councils arid their 

.armies, thofe of the Greek, the Latin, the Lu- 
theran, and the Calvinifl: communion, leaving 
every one at liberty to /erve God aftfer his own 
coiifcience, provided he did his dut)[ to the.ftate. 
Ar that time, there was not orie Latin churCh 
in this great empire of 2000 leagues, till Peter 

' eftaBlifl?^ fome new manufa£Hires at.Aftracan, 
when there were about fixty Roman Catholic 
families, under the diredion of the capuchins | 

: bat the jefuits endeavouring to efiabliih them- 

.ielv«8 in his dominions, . he drove them out by 

I an tdi&f puUiflied in the month of April 17 18. 

• He tolerated the capuchins as an initgrnficant 

... • • . .'V ftt 
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fct of monks, but confidercd the jcfuitr afs darf«»- 

geV*6us politiciahs. 

The Greek church tos at once the honour 
ifnd fatisfaftiar) to Tee its cdnfimunion extendeil 
throughout art empire of iooo- leagues in 
length, while that of Rome is not in poffeffion ^ 
t^ half that traft in- Europe. Thofe of th)e 
Greek comrtiunion have, at all times, been par- 
ticularly attentive to maintain an equality btf- 
ttire^n theirs and the Latin church \ and always '^ 
upon their guard againll' the^eal of thr fct ^f 
Rteme,* which they Jook-^upoil a» ambiirort' 5 bc- 
'^aufr, in hfX\ that church Whofe power is very 
nfidth ciiicomfkribed iif dur hemrfphcre, anrd*y<t - 
affuihes the title oiumieffaT^ hti always crtdesi- 
votkred to %& up to that titlet- 

The Jews never mad*- any (ettfemtnts In. » 
Europe, as they have dbire in m6ft of the 6th^r 
.fiMiM of Europe^ fr^tM Gonfftanttndplc to Rofitte. 
The Rtiffians have carried onththftfradeby theiil- 
feflw^s, or by tAe help- of the natioiis fettled * 
sfttlongft them. Theirt is the only country 6f. 
flje Greek commumon, where fynagogues arc 
not Teen by the fide of chriftian temples. 

'Conclufton dfth SMr efKvBSiAf h/orePETiK' 
tie Great. 

Ruffii is indebted feleiy to cxar Peter Ssr its 
great influence in the affairs of Europe; being 
of no confkteration in any other reign, &ice it 
embraced chriftiaiitty. Before this period, the 
Ruffians *iiiade iho fane figmre on the Bhbsk 
Sety that the Normans 4id aftetWsrds 00 ^e 
coafts of the otsan. In the reign of the em- 
peror Heraclius, they fitted out an^armament of i 

40^000 > 
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i:4pypQQ ffluU b.^rks i»P4)(9r^<) before Qpp(l^ji- 
•coopk, Whiqh ihey bcfic^^dt and impofed a,tri- 
bmcon the Orcck ^rppcrprs; bwt (bc.^rand 
kncz WoIodirP^r,' being wholly taken up wi^K 
the care pf pftabjifcfng chriftianitj in his dpmi- 
nioni^.^nd wearied .o|it with intefline broil$\ia 
his own familyt weakened his dominions by di- 
viding thcip between his children. They al^fiofl 
fill fell ,a prey to the X^rtars, who held Ruffi* 
i^i;i fuUe^ion near twP.hunJred years. At length 
John Bafilides freed itfi:o'm flavery, and enlarg- 
' ed its bpundAri^Si rbut afterrhis time, it was ruin- 
. fd again by civil wars. 

Before the time of P^tcr the Great,. Ruffia 
was neither fo .powerful, fo well cultivated, (?) 
populojas, nor fo rich as ^t prefent. It had no 
pofr^ilionsinvFinland, ppr in lyivonia; and this 
. Jatter»aloneha;dfbeen loij[g worth more than.^U 
. 5iberiV The Coflkks were flill unfubjeaecf, 
%nor w^rie the pcp]pl.e of.Aftracan redpcedto^be- 
sdience,; what little trade was carried on, ^wa& ra- 
ther to their dif^dvantag^. The White Sea, the 
c Baltic, the PontusJKuxip«.s,:the fea. of Alpph, 
^nd-^the Cafpian .fcfi,v-were entirely ufelcft Jo'a 
-naiion that hadtopt a fingle,(hip, nor even ;a 
<term in th^ir language to exprefs a fleet* If^po- 
thing more hadi>eenwanting but to be fuperior 
totbeTarlarsv^aadthe otht: nations of the north, 
^is far as China, the Ruffiiins pndoubtedly had 
^that advantage, but they were to be brought 
,npon an equality with civilized nations, anid to 
^be in a condition one day of even furpafllng le- 
ver al of them. Such an undertaking appeared 
.altogether impradtcable, inafmuch as they had 
:«K>t a finglefliip at fea, and were abfolutely ig- 
rinexzat of military difcipline by landj nay, the 
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noft common manu&ftures were hardly encou- 
i«gel» and that agriculture itfelf, the t>rimum 
mobile of trade, wa$ negleded. Thia rec^uices the 
vtmoft attention and encoui-agement on the'part 
of a government ; and it is to this the Englilh 
are indebted, for finding in their corn a treafure 
far fuperior to their woollen manu failure. 

This grofs neglefl of the neceflkry arts, fuf- 
ficientlv (hews, that the people of Ruffia had no 
idea ot the polite arts, which become neceifarj^ 
tn their turn, when we have cultivated the 
others. They might indeed have fent fome of 
the natives to gain inftru£tion among foreig- 
ners, but the difference of languages, manners, 
and religion, oppofed it. Befides, there was a 
lawof ftate and religion equally facred and per- 
nicious, which prohibited any Ruffian from go- 
ing out of his country, and thus feemedto devote 
this people to eternal ignorance. They were in 
pofTeffion of the moft extenfive dominions in the 
univerfe, and yet every thing was wanted 
amongft them. At length Peter was bdrn» and 
Ruffia became a civilized ftate. 

Happily, of all the great lawgivers who have 
lived in the world, Peter is the only one whofc 
. hiftory is well known, Thofe Of Thefeus and 
Romulus, who did far lefs than him, and of the 
' founders of all well-governed ftates, are blended 
with the moft abfurd fidlons ; whereas here, we 
have the advantage of writing truths, which 
would pafs for fictions, were they not fo well at^ 
tefted. 
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. CHAP. UI. 
The anceftors of Pstrr the Great. 

TH £ family of Peter the Great have been 
in poilefEoR of the throne ever fince the 
year 161 3. Befoi'e that time, Ruffia had uli« 
dergone revolution?, which had retarded the re- 
formation of her police, and the introdu£lion of 
the liberal arts. This, has been the fate of all 
biiman focietirs. No kingdom ever experienced 
4nore cruel troubles. In the year 1597, ^^^ ^X* 
fant Boris Godonow aflfaiSnated Demetrius (or 
Demetri, as he was called) the lawful heir« and 
ulurped the empire. A young monk took the 
name of Demetrius, pretending to be that prince 
who had efcaped from his murderers, and with 
the afSftance of the Poles, and a coniiderable 
{>arty (which every tyrant has againft htm) he 
drove out the ufurper, and fetzed the crown 
iiimfelf. The impofture was difcovered as foon 
as he came to the fovereignty, becaufe the 
people was not pleafed with him ', and he was. 
murdered. Three other lalfe Deqnetrius's ftarted 
«p one after another. Such a fucceffioa of imppf- 
^ors,fuppofe8 a country in the utmoft diftra&ion. 
The lefs men are civilized, the more eafily they 
are impofed on.. It may readily be conceive^, 
' how much tbefe frauds augmented the public 
confufion and misfortunes. The Poles, who 
had begun therevolutions, by fetting up the firft 
falfe Demetrius^ were on the point of being ma« 
fiers of Ruffia. The Swedes ihared in the fpoils 
^n the coaft of Finland, and laid claim to the 

crown. 
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crown. The ftate Jeemed on the verge oF^-* 
cer deftru^iom 

In the midft of-ehofe oalaoiities, an afiemblj^ 
compofed qf the principal boyards, chofe for 
their foveretgn, a young maii olf' fifteen years 
of age: this happened in 1613, anddidnotfeem 
a very likely method of putting an end to theft 
y troubles. "This young man was Michael Ro- 
manowS g^^>id-^father €0 Csarfete^ and fern 
t^the archbiAop of iRotoWy .(tmamed Ph]lare«> 
tes, and ^a nan, and (related by the mother^ 
iide to the antient CtMs. 

It mirft be obferved, that this airhbiflic^.waa 
a.power^l. nobleman, whom the tycaiit 'Sotk 
had obliged to become prieft. His wi£s<S6here> 
metow was likewife compelled to. takeaJie.veiL; 
this was fhe ancient cuftom of the weftecn^ty- 
rants of the Latin church, .9^ that of. ^idng out 
•the eyes, fWas with -the Greek xhrifttons. The 
tyrant Demetrius made^Bhiiaret^iarchbtlhop of 
Roftow, and fent him ambaffinldr to Folamj, 
where he was detained prjfoner by .the Poles, 
who were <then at war with the Ruffians ; £> 
little was the^lawpf nations known to.the diffe- 
rent people of thefe times. Durinj^/his fatherfs 
confinement, that young- Romanow wasdefiol 
Czar* 'The arcfabifliop was exchanged agaiaft 
fome Poli(h prifonefs; ^odat kh return,' his. ion 
created him patriarch, ^ndthe old man was Jn 
- fad king urjder his^ fon> name. 

If fuch a goverriment appear^s. extraordinary »t9 
'Grangers, -the marriages of Otar tMichaelRo- 
manow, will f<»eni Aill more' fo. fTheJlui&an 

• Thus the Rudl49t..ci»U xhit ymiig maQ» hut in all^Ki^h 
^ ayth^rt, ,we ^od^Rsfiif t^o, th^t \^nz^^t h%v\9$ no (ufh Ittter 
ai the W^ others 4isaki caU hifo RlvmincA 

pfinces 
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iprlnce had never intermarried with foreign ftatcs 
fuKe the year 1490, or after they hecame maf- 
ters of Cafan and Aftracan ; they fcem to have 
followed the Afxaiic cuftoms in almoft every 

• thing, and efpecially that of marrying only among 
-their own fubjedts.. 

This confomfity to the ancient cufloms of 
^Afia, was fttU more confpicuous attheccremo- 

• nies obferved at the marriage of a czar. A 
*ftumber of the moft beautiful women in the pro- 
-•vince were fent for to court, where they were re - 
♦ceived by the grand gouvcrnante of the court, who 
'provided apartments for them in her own houfc, 

where they all eat together. The czar paijd 
*them vifits, fometimes incognito, and fomctimcs 
/in bis real character. . The wedcling-day was 
•fixed, without its being declared on whom the 
-choice had fallen. At the appointed time, the 
'happy fhe was prefented with a rich wedding^- 
ifuit, and other drefles wfere given to the reft of 
•the fair candidates, who then'retarncd hdme. 
There have been four inftahces of thefe mar- 
•riages. 

In this manner was MichaelRomahow efpoiif* 
. td to Eudocia, the daughter of a poor gentle- 
man, named Strcfchneu. He w*as employed in 
ploughing in his grounds withftis fervants, when 
the lords of the bed-chamber came to him with 
•prefents from the czar, and to acquaint hiiti 
that his daughter was placed on the throne* 
The name of the princefs is ftill held in the 
higheft veneration by the Ruffians. This cuf- 
*om is greatly different from ours, but not the 
lefs refpeflable on that account. 

It is neceff^ry to obferve, that before Roma- 

tlow Wis clewed czar, a ftrong party had made 

E chpicc 

^ _ Digitized by Google- 



$4 Hiftoiy •f ^^ 

choice of prince Ladiflaus, fon to Sigifmund IIL 
.king of Poland. At the fame time, the provin« 
ces bordering on Sweden, had offered the 
crown to a brother of Guftavus Adolphus : h 
that Ruffia was in the fame iituation then in 
which we have fo frequently feea Poland, where 
.the right of electing a king has been the fource 
cf civil wars. But the Ruflians did not follow 
4he example of the Poles, who entered into «a 
compad with the prince whom they eleded; not- 
withftanding they had fmarted from the oppref- 
fion of tyrants, yet they voluntarily fubmitted to 
a young man> without making any conditions 
with him. 

Ruflia never was an ele£live kingdom.; but 
the male ifTue of the ancient fovereigns failing, 
^nd fix czars, or pretenders., having peri(h^ 
miferably in the late troubles, there was, as 
..we have obferved, a neceffity for eledinga 
monarch; and this election occaGoned freih 
wars with Poland and Sweden, wbp maintain- 
ed, with force of arms^ their 4>retended rights 
to the crown of Ruffia. The right of govern- 
.iog a nation againft <ts own will, can never be 
.long.fuppor|ed. The Poles, on their fide, afr 
.ler having advanced as far as MoTcovv, and ex* 
crcifed all ibe ravages in which the military ex:- 
peditions of thofe times chiefly confided, con^-. 
eluded a truce for fourteen years. By this truce* 
Poland remained in polTeffion of the duchy of 
Smolenfko, in which the Borifthenes has iifi 
fource. The Swedes alfo made peace, in virtue 
of which they remained in poiTefiion of Ingria^ 
and deprived the Ruflians of a^I communicatiom 
with the Baltic fea, fo that this empire was fepa- 
rated more than ever from the reft of Europe. : 

^iichai^ 
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'Michael Homanow, after thia peace, reit^ned 
quietly, without making any alteration in the 
date, either to the improvement or corruption 
«of the adminiftration, After his death, which 
happened in 1645^ his Ton Alexis Michaelowitz 
^or Ton of Michael) afcended the throne by he^ 
Yeditary right. It* may be obferved, that the 
Gears were drowned by the patriarch of Ruilia*, 
•according to the ceremonies in ufe at Conftan«- 
tinople, except that the patriarch of Ruffia was 
fcated on the fame afcent with the fovereign, 
and conftantiy afFeded an equality highly infult** 
ing to the fupreme power^ 

Alexis MiCHAelowiTz, the fon of Michael. 

Alexis was married in the fame manner a) hh 
father, and from among the young women pre- 
-fented to him, he chofethe one who appeared the 
moft amiable in his eyes. He married a daughter 
K>f tb« 4>oyard Meloflauikiin 1647 ; his fecond 
wife, whom he married in 167 1, was of the fa- 
mily of Narifkin, and his favorite Morofow was 
married to another. There cannot be a more 
fuitable title found for this favourite than that 
of vifir, for he governed the empire in a dcfpotic 
manner, and, by his great power, excited feve« 
ral commotions among the Strelit^es and the 
populace, as frequently happens at Conftanti* 
nople. 

The reign of Alexis was difturbed by bloody 
infurredions, and by domeftic and foreign wars. 
A cjiief, of the Don Coflacks, named Stenko- 
Rafin, endeavoured to make himfelf king of 
Aftracan, and was for a long time very forn^i* 
dablc I but being at length defeated and taken 
£ 2 pit- 
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prifoner, he ended his life by^ the hands of the 
executioner ; like all thofe of this ftamp, who 
have nothing to expe£t but a throne or a fcaf- 
fold. About 12,000 of bis adherents are faid 
to have been hanged, on the high road to Aftra- 
.xran. In this partof the world, men being un- 
influenced by morality, were to be governed 
only by rigour j and from this feverity, frc- 
<]uently cfarried on to a degree of cruelty, arofe 
' ilftvery, and a fecret tbirft of revenge. 

Alexis had a war with the Poles that proved 
/uccefsfu), and terniinatcd in a peace, which fe« 
cured to him the pofleifion of Smolenfko, Kiow, 
and the Ukraine : but he wasoinfortunate againft 
tbeSv^edes, and the boundaries of the Ruffi^ 
empire were contraScd within a v^ry- narrow 
.compafs on that Hde of the kingdom. 

The Turks were at that time bis moft formi- 
^dable enemies: they invaded Poland, and threat- 
ened the dominions of the ctar that bordered 
-iipon Crim Tartary, the arxient Taurica .Cher'- 
fonefus. In 1671, they took the importantclty of 
Kaminiek, and all that belonged to Poland in 
the Ukraine. The Coffacks of that country, 
-ever avcrfe to fubjcGion, knew not whether they 
belonged to the Turks, Poland, or RuiTia. Sul- 
tan Alabom^ IV. who had conquered thePolesi 
•and had juft impofed a tribute upon them, de- 
manded, v/ith all the haughtinefs of ,an Otto- 
man vidJor, that the czar ihould evacuate his 
fofleffiorts in the Ukraine, but received as haugh- 
,ty a denial from that prince. Men did tiotknow 
.at (hat time how to difguife their pr;u.e, by aa 
qu tilde of civility.. The fultan, in his letter, 
filled the fovereign of the Ruflias only Chrifliaa 
Jipfpodar, and entitled hirofclf ^ mofl: gracious 

-** majeftjr 
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«* majeftjr, king of the univerfe." The czar* 
replied ii>'thefe terms, *^ that he fcorned to fub- 
^ mtt to a Mahometan dog, and that his fcimi- 
^^ ter was as good as the Grand Seignior's fabre.'^* 

Alexis at that time formed a defign^which* 
feemed to prefaga the iniluence which the Ru^ 
fian empire would one dayobtain in the chrrf*^ 
ttan world. He fent ambafikdors to the Pope, 
and to almdftall the great fovereigns in Europe, • 
excepting France, (which was in alliance with- 
the Tiirks] in order to eftabHfh a league againft 
the Ottoman Porte. His ambaff^dors at the 
court of Rome itjcceeded only in not bciing obli*- 
ged to kffs the Pope's toe ; and in other courts^ 
they met only with unprofitable good wifhes ;. 
the quarrels of the chriflian princes between 
tfaemfelves, and the jairing interefts anTmg from- 
thofe quarrels, having conftantly prevented thcni 
ffom unking, againft the common enemy of chrif-T 
tianity- 

In the nnean time,, the Turks threatened to^ 
chaftife the Poles, who lefufed to pay their tri- 
bute: csaf Aleifris ai&ded on the fide of Crim 
Tartary, and John Sobiclki, general of the 
crowj], wiped off hi^ country's ftain^ in the 
blood ' of the Turks, at the famous battle of' 
Ghoc2>im * in 1674, whioh ppvcd his way to 
the throne> Alexis difputed this very throne 
with him, ^rtd propofed to unite his extenfivc 
dominions to Poland, as the Jagellons had done 5 . 
but in regard to Lithuania,- the greatnefs of his 
tffer was the caufe of its being rfjeded. He is 

•"Oi Chotfin.^ a towiLof Upper Moldavia in.Euro ^9\ Tur- 
ky, wtll fott ficd both by rRture snd art, fitu^lcd on the D(;i« , 
rtter^ ard fubje^^ to' the Tuiks, from'.whom it was taken by 
the RuiTianfin 1739* 

£ 3 faid 
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fiud to have been very derer ving of the new ling-- 
dom, by the manner in which he governed hi» 
own. He was the firft who- caufed a- body of 
hws to be digefted in Ruffia, tho' imperfcA^ 
and introduced both linen and fiJk manufac- 
ture.*, which indeed were not lon^ kept upy. 
ntverthelefs, be bad the merit of their fir ft eilab* 
liOiment. He peopled the defeits about the- 
^Wolga and the Kama, wit^ Lithuanian, Polifly 
andTikrtarian families, whom be haditaken pri> 
foners in his wars : before his reign, all prifoncrs^ 
of war were the Haves of thofe to whofe lot they 
fell. Alexis employed them in agriculture : he- 
did his utmoft endeavours to introduce difcipline 
'among his troops :. in a word, he was worthy of 
being the father of Peter the Great; bat he had* 
no time to- perfe<Sl what he had begun, being 
f latched away by a fudden death, at the age of 
469 in the beginning of the year 1677, accord- 
ing to our flile, which is eleven day« forwarder- 
(ban that ofR'uffiav 

FoEDOR, 0r Thcodors Alexiowitz. 

Upon the death of Alexis, fon of Michael, all 
fell again into confufipn. He left by his firft- 
n^arriage, two prii}ces».and fix princefles. Thec-^^ 
dore,theeldefl, afcended the throneati5y€arso£ 
age. He was a prince of a weak and fickly con- 
ititut^on, but of merit fuperior to his bodily in- 
firmities. His father Alexia had caufed him to* 
be acknowledged his fuccefTor, a year before hi» 
death : a condufl obferved by the kings of France 
from Hugh Capet^ down to Lewis the Young^, 
and by many other crowned heada, 
. Thcb 
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llie fecond Ton of Alexis was Iwan or John, 
^ho was ftiil worfe treated by nature than his 
Ifrother Theodofre, being almoft bh'nd and dumb, 
very infirm, and frequently attacked with con- 
Vulfions. Of fix- daughters, born of this firft 
marriage; the only one who made any figure inr 
Europe, was the princefs Sophia, who was re* 
markable for her great talents; but unhappily 
ilill more fo for the mifchief (he intended againflr' 
Peter the Great, 

' Alexis, by his fecond marriage with another 
of his fubjeSs, daughtfcr oPthe boyard Nariflcin, 
had Peter, and the princefs Nathalia. Peter 
Was born the 36th of May (or the loth of June 
new ftile) in the year 1672 ; and was but four' 
years old when he loft his father. As the chil- 
dren of a fecond marriage were not much re- ' 
garded in Ruffia, it was; little eXpe^ed that he 
Would' one day mount the thiron^; 

It had ever been thech'arftffcr'Of the fartiily'or 
Romanow to civilize their ffate. It was alfo 
that of Theodore. Wfc have already remarked in 
fpeaking of Mofcow, that tht^ piinte encou- 
raged the inhabitints"of that city, to build a 
great nlimber of ftoric houfes. He likewife en- 
Jirgedlhat capital^ and made feveral ufeful regu- 
lations in the general polic^c. Buf by attempting 
to reform the boyards, he made them all his 
enemies: befides, he was not poflcfTtd of fufE- 
cient knowledge, vigour, or refolution, to ven- 
ttire upon making a general reformation. The 
war with the Turks, or rather with the Crim 
Tartars, in which be was conftanily engaged 
\vf]rh alternate fucccfs, would not permit a prince 
<J-hi8 weak flate of hrahh., to attempt fo great a 
wvrk, Theodore, like the reft of his prcdeccffors 
£ 4 married 
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rtidiHitd one of his own fubjtiEts, a oatiiv of die 
frontiers of Poland ; but having loft her in lef$^ 
than a year after their nuptiajs, be took for his>: 
fecond wife> in ,1682, Martha, Matweowna^,^ 
daughter of the fecretsry Nariikio *. Some 
months after th;s marriage, he was feizrd with 
the diforder which ended his days, and diedt; 
without leavuig any children.^ As the czars mar^ 
tied without regard to birth, they might iikcwife 
(at lead at that time) appoint a fuc€eflbr without;^ 
raCpcil to primogeniture. The dignrty of con- 
. fort and heir to the fovereign feemed to be en- 
tirely the reward of merit; and in chat refpecS:,^ 
the cuftom of this empire was much preferable^ 
to the cuftoms of more civilized ftatej. 

Theodore, before he expired, ftein^ that his, 
brother Iwan was by his natural in^Hrmities- 
iiicrj:>able of governing, nominated his .ypuiig^r 
b'l other Peter, heir to the empire of Ruffia. fny 
ter, who was then only in his tenth yeAt, had. 
already given the mofl promifing hopes. 

IF, on the one hand, the cuftom of caifmg a. 
fuhjed to the rank of czarina^ was favourable to. 
the females, there was ai)other which was no 
}efs hard upon them ; , namely, that the daugbters- 
of the czars were very feldom married, but wete 
mofl: of them obliged to paijs their lives in a mo- 
n artery. 

The princefs Sophia, third daughter of czar 
Alexis, by his firft marriage, was poflTeflcd of abi- 
lities, eq ually great and dangerous, perceiving that 
ber brother Theodore had not long to live, (he 

* This moft cerfainiy be a miilake of Ms de Voltaire, or an 
error in the prefs ; for the lady here fpoken of, was the daughter 
ef Matthias Apraxio, a perfon ^n whom Theodore had Utcif 
conferred oobility, . 

did 
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dtt not retire to a convent j but finding herfelf 
fituated between two brothers, one of whom was 
incapable of governing, thro* his natural inabi- 
lity ; and the other, jon account of his youth, 
fhe conceived the defign of placing herfelf at the 
head of the empire. Hence, ?n the laft hours of 
czar Theodore, (he attempted to z{k the part that 
Pulcheria had/ormerly played witl) her brother^ 
tke emperor Theodofius. 

c H A p; ly. 

JOHN and PETER. 

Horrible fedition among the Strelitzes*. 

r^82. /^^ZAR Theodore's eyes were fcarcely 
V^ clofcd, when the nomination of a 
prince of only ten years old to the throne^ the 
exclufion of the elder brother, and the intrigues 
of the princefs Sophia, their fifter, excited a 
raoft bloody revolt amongft the Strelitzes, Ne- 
ver did the Jantffaries, nor the Praetorian guards, 
exercife more horrible barbarities. The infur- 
redion began two days after the interment of 
Thtodore, when they all ran to arms in the 
Cremelin, which is the imperial palace at Mof- 
cow. There they began with accufing nine of 
their colonels, for keeping back part of their 
pay. The miniftry was obliged to break the 
CK)lonels, and to pay the Strelitzes the monejr 
they demanded ; but this did not fatisfy them, 
Ihey infilled upon having thefe nin^ officers deli- 

• £«tri£le4.whoUr f»«iqthc mcmoiri feat from Mofcow aa<if 
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vcred up to them, and condemned them bjr a 
majority of votes, to fufFer the Battogs or Knout ^ 
the manner of which puni/hmentis as follows : 

The delinquent is ftripped leaked, and laid^ 
flat on hts belfy, iifhile two executioners beat: 
him over the back with Twitches or fmall canes,, 
titt the judgp^ whoftands by to fee the fenteoce 
put \n execution^ fays, *• It is enough.'* The^ 
coloneh, after being thus treated by their, men* 
were obliged to return them thanks, according 
to the cuftom of the eaftern nations ; where cri- 
minals, after undergoing their puailhment, muft 
krfs the judge's hand. Befides complying with 
this cuftom, ttie officers gave them a fusi of mo- 
ney, which was fomething more than the 
cuftom. 

Whi*e the Strelitzes thus began to make them- 
felves formidable, the princefs Soplua, who fe- 
crctly encouraged thero^.ia order to lead them 
by degrees from crime to crhne, held a meeting 
at her houfe, confifting of the princefles of the: 
blood, the generals of the army, the boyards,. 
the patriarch, the bi(hops« and even fome of the 
principal merchants ^ where ihc reprcfeuted (a 
them, that prince John, by right of birth and me- 
yit, was entitled to the empire, the reinsof which 
Ibt intended to keep in her own hands. At the 
breaking up of the aflembly, (he caufed a pro- 
nifc to be made tothe StreUtses, of an augmen* 
tat ion of pay, bcfides coiifid#rable prefents. Her 
cmiflaries were in particular employed to ftir up- 
the foldiery againft the NarifkLa family, efpe- 
cially the two brothers of the young dowager 
c»arina, the inother of Peter the Firft. Thefe 
perfuaded the Strelitzes, that one of the bro- 
thers, tMmed John, bad put qtl the imperial 

tobet» 
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ftbef, had feated himfelf on the throne, and bad 
attempted to flrangle prince John ; adding, more- 
over, that the late czar Theodore had been 

etifoned by a villain, named Daniel Vongad, a 
utch phyfician. At laft Sophia put into their 
hands a lift of forty nob*emen, whom fhe ftiled 
enemies to their corps, and to the ftate, and as 
fuch worthy of death. Thefc proceedings ex* 
a^ly refembled the profcriptions of Sylla, and 
the Roman triumvirate, which had been revived 
by Chrifti^o IL in Denmark and Sweden. This 
may ferve to (hew, that fuch cruelties prevail in 
a^l countries in times of anarchy and confufion. 
'Fhe mutineers began the tragedy with throwing 
the two kncs,^ or princes^ Dolgorouki and Mar 
theof, out of the palace- windows; whom theStce-^ 
Iftzes received upon the points of their fpears^ 
then flripped them, and dragged their dead bodies 
into the great fqjtiare ; after this they ruflied into 
the palace, where meeting with Athanafius Na« 
riftin, a brother of the young czarina, and one 
of the uncles of czar Peter, they murdered him 
in like manner > tbeii breaking open the door of 
a^ neighbouring church, where three of the pro* 
icrib^ perfon^haduken refuge, they drag them 
from the altar, ftrip them naked^ and ftab them 
£0 death with knives. 

They were fo blinded with their fury, that 
feeing a young noblemen of the family of Sqltt* 
kolF, a great favourite of theirs, and who was 
not included in the lift of the proicribed, imd 
fome of them miftaking him for John Nari(kln». 
whom they were in fearch of, they murdered him 
upon the fpot; and what plainly ftiews the 
manners of thofe times, after having difcoverdd 
their error, tbey carried the body of young Sol!* 
E 6 tikoff; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6jf Hifiory of the 

^ tikofF^ to his father to bury it ; and the wfetchecF 
parent, far from daring to complain, gave them. 
a confidcrable reward f<# bringing htm the man«> 
gled body of his fon^ Being reproached by his 
wife, his daughters, and the widow of the de-' 
teafedy for his weaknefs, ^^ Let us wait for an 
^ opportunity of being revenged," faid the old 
matt. Thefc words being. overheard by fomc of 
the foUiccs, they returned furioufly back into, 
the room* dragged the aged parent by the hair^ 
and cut his throat at his own door. 

Another party of the Strelitzes, who were 
fcouring the city in fearcK of the Dutch phyfi- 
cian Vongad, nnet with his fon, of whom they 
iaquircd for his father ^ the youth trembling, re- 
p)ied, he did n3t know where. he was, upon 
which they immediately difpatched him. Soon 
after a German phyfician falling in their way, 
** You are a doSor, faid they, and if you did not 
**^. poifon our maftcr Theodore, you have, poi-: 
•* foned others, and therefore n>erit death," an* 
thereupon killed him* 

' At length *hey found the Dutchman, of whom/ 
they were inqueft, difguifed in the garb of. a. 
beggar; they inftantly drag him before the p*< 
face : theprinceffes who laved this worthy mao^ 
and placed great confidence in his fkill, begged 
thsStteiitzes'toTpare him, afHtring them that he 
was aL very good phyfician, and had taken allpof*- 
ftble cafe-of their brother Theodore. The Strelit- 
ates made anfwer, that he nofonly defcrvcd to die 
a^a phyfician, but alfo as a forcerer f and that they 
Irad found in hi^ houfe, a great dried toad, and 
the (kin- of a-ferpent. They furthermore re*» 
paired to have young Narifldn delivered uptoi 
ihto, whom they had. feardied % in^vaia/on 
'^ i twa 
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t«iro days} alledging, that he was certainly in the 
j}a)ace, and that they would fet fire to it^ unlefs- 
he was put into their hands. The fifter of Jobh 
Narifkin) and the other princeflles, terrified by* 
their menaces, went to acquaint their unhappy 
brother in the place. of his conce^lmeiit, with' 
what had paifed v upon which the patriarch 
beard his confeffion, adhiinifters the viaticum^ 
and extreme undtion to him^ and then taking an 
image of the blefied virgin, which Was faid 
to perform miracles, h: lead thtf young man' 
forth by the hand, and pre fen ts him to the Stre- 
litzcs, Ihewing them, at the fame time, the^ 
im^ge of th^ virgin. The prince fles, who. in 
tears furroundcd Nariflcin, falling upon their 
knees before the ibldicrs, befought them, in the 
name of the blefled virgin, to fparc their relation's, 
life ; but the inhuman wretches tore him from 
their arms, and dragged him to the foot of the 
ftairs, together with the pliyfician Vongad, 
where they held a kind of tribunal aniongft them- 
felves, and condemned them both to be put to 
the tortme. One of the folAiers, who could 
write, drew up a form of. accufiution, and fen- 
tenced the two unfortunate princes to be cut in 
pieces; a puniihment inflifled in China and Taiv 
tary on parricides, and called the punifliment of 
ten thoufand flices. After having thus ufed Na-^^ 
rifkin and Vongad, the)i expofcd their head«, 
fieet, and hands^ on th^e iron points of a balu* 
ftrade. 

While this party of the Streliizes wece thus 
glutting their fury in the fight of the princeiTes, 
the reft mafiircred every one who. was obnoxiouai 
to thefn» or Aj/ped&d by the prince^ Sophia. « 

Thii 
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This horrid tragedy concluded with proclaim^. 
ine the two princes, John and Peter, in Juna 
i682> joint fovereigns, and' aflbctating their^ 
filler Sophia with them, in the quality of co-re* ' 
geot » who then puUiekly approved of all their 
outrages, gave them re wards, «<:onfifcated ther 
eftates of the profcribed^and heftowed thecn 
upon their murderers. She even permitted them 
to ere<^ a monument, with the names of the 
perfons they had murdered, as being traitors to 
their country : and to crown all, fhe publiflied 
letters patent,, thanking ihem for their zeal acd« 
fidelity.- 



CHAP. \EL 

Adminiftration of the princcfs Sopwjav ^ 

Extraordinary quarrel about- religion. A con-^^ 
fpfracjr. 

Sl>Ctt were the fteps by which the princefy 
Sophia didMn effed^ afcend the throne of 
Ruffia, though without being declared czarina ^ 
and fuch the examples that Peter the Firsts 
had before his eyes. Sophia enjoyed all the ho- 
nours of a fovereign ; her buft was on the public 
coin ; (he Agned all difpatches, held the firit 
place in council, and enjoyed a power without 
contro\il. She was pofTeifed of a great (bare of 
nnderftanding, and fome wit, made verfes in 
the Ruffian language, and both fjpoke and wrote 
extremely well. Thefe talents were fet o<F bf 
the addition of an agreeable perfoo> and fuUiedr 
only by her ambition. 

She 
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She procured a wife for her brother John, in 
the manner already defcribcd in feveral exam- 
ples. A young lady, named SoltikoflF, of the 
family with the noblemen of that name who 
had been aflaflinated by the reditious Strelitzes^. 
was fent for from the heart of Siberia, where her 
father commanded a fortrefs, to be prefented to- 
czar John at Mofcow. Her beauty triumphed 
over ail the intrigues of her rivals, and John was 
married to her in 1684. At every marriage of a> 
C2ar, wefeemto read the hiftory of Abamerus,; 
or that of Theodofius the Younger* 

In the mi<)(l of the rejoicings on account of» 
thi<s marriage^ the Streliezes raifed a new infur* 
redion^ and (who woold believe hi) on account 
of rdigion I of a particuiar tenet L Had they been« 
niere foldiers,. they would nevec have become 
controvertiftst but they were alfo citizens of 
Mofcow* Whofeever has, or ai&mes a right of 
fyeaking in an authoritaiive manner to the po- 
pulace, may found a fe<^. This has been feen ia 
atl ages, and all parts of the world, efpecialiy 
iince the paffion of dogmatifmg has become tbc^ 
inftrumenc of ambition, and the terror o{ weak 
miiids. 

Ruflla had experienced fome previous drftur- 
bances on occaiion of a difpute, whether the 
fign of a crofs was to be made with three finger^,, 
or with two ? One Abakua>, who wa& all the 
prieft, had fet up fome new tenets at Mofcow,. 
in r^ard to the holy fpirit ; which, according 
to the fcriptures, enlightened all the faithful; 
as likewife with refped to the equality of the 
primitive chriftiansj and thefe words of Chrift, 
^ There (hall be amongil you neither firft nof 
^* laft."* Several citizens, axid manv of thi; 

Strelitzes^ 
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Sifclftxes, embraced the opinions of A^akom, - 
One Rafpop * was the chief of this party, which* . 
became confidcfrable. The feftaries, at length, 
entered (July i6, i6?2i new ftilc) /the cathe- 
dral, where the patriarch and his clergy were* 
officiating ; drove them out of the church with 
'ftones, an(i feated thennfclves very devoutly in-^ 
their places, to recti ve the holy fpirit. They 
ctlled'thc patriarch the ♦' ravenous wolf in the 
** (heepfold ;" a title whith all fe 6^8 have libe-- 
rally beftowed on each other. The princefs So^' 
phia, and the two czars^^- were immediately 
mads acquainted with thefe difttjrbances ^ and ' ■ 
the other Strelitzes," who weri^ ftaunch to the--^ 
good old caufcj were given to underftand^ that 
the czars and the church were in danger* Upon*'' 
this the Strelitzes and burghers of the patriar- 
chal party attacked the Abakumrfts ; but a flop <> 
was put to the carnage, by publifting a convo- 
cation of a council, which was immediately af- 
fembled in a hall of the palace. This took upx 
very little time, for they obliged every prieft they 
met to attend. The patriarch, and a bifhop, 
difputell againft Rafpop; but at the fccond fyl- 
iogifm, they b^gan to throw ftones at one ano- 
ther. The council ended with ordering Raf- 
pop, and fome of his faithfol difciples, to have 
their heads ftruck off; and the fentence was exe- 
cuted by the fole order of the three fovereigns, 
Sophia, John, and Peter. 

Durine thefe trou^bles, there was 9 knez, 
named Ghowanflcoi, who, having been inftru- 
mental ia raifing the princefs Sophia to the dig.' 

• Here M. dc Voltaire fefita^ to have greatif iml^aken'the 
fenfe of this woid. Rafpop not being a proper namCi in ivMcJi^ 
&n(c ht takes it, but /fgnifitesa degraded prieil. 
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mty (he thex:i held,, wanted, as a reward for bis. 
fervices, to have a fljare in the adminiftration. 

Ii; may be fuppofcd» tba.t he found Sophia not- 
fo gratefnl as he could wifli j uppn which he- 
efpoured the caufe of religion, and the perfc^ 
Gutcd Rafpopjans, and flirred up a paity, among 
the Strelitzes and the people,, in defence of. 
God's name. 

This corifpiracy proved a more ferlous affair 
than the enthufiaftic riot of Rafpop. An ambi-* 
tious hypocrite always carries things farther than 
a fimple fanatic. Chowanfkoi aimed at no lefs, 
than the imperial dignity ; aiid to rid himfelf of 
all caufe of fear, he refolved to murder the two 
czars, Sophia, the other princeffes, aryd every., 
one who was attached to the imperial family. 
The czars and the priacsfles were objiged to 
retire tp the mpnaftexy of the Holy Trinity,, 
within twelve leagues of Petcxftourg *. This, 
was, at the fame time, a. con vent, a palace, and^' 
a^ fortrefs, like mount CajEno t, Corby j>, 
Fulda 11, Kempten §, and feveral others belong- 
ing to the Latin church. This monafter); of the 
Trinity belongs to the monk^ of St. Bafil. It 
is. furrounded by deep ditches, and lamptarts o£ 

♦ We fuppofc ih© aothor mcan« Mofcow. . 

f Or CoflTano,. a fmall town and abbey in the Mi'ancV 
Oa the Adda, near tkk place, mi obf^inat* battla was foof ht' 
between^he Cervians and French, in 1.705^ wkcB ffince £u«^. 
gene defeated the dukie of Vendome« 

J A town and abbey on the borders of Wtftphalia, in Ger- 
j^any ^ the abbot of whkh if afbvcreigD prince, and hat a feat* 
in the imperial diet. 

J- Or Fuld, a town and abbey of Heflc, in Geimaoy, fituate, 
on a fiver of the fame name. It is governed by an abbot, i^ho' 
XI a prince of the empire. 

^An in|»cuAlcity.o£ Snabja^ lo Germany, fituate,on th« 
Ifar. 

brick> 
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brick, on which is planted ^ nutnerodi artiflery;- 
The monks arc poflefled of a1 the country round* 
for four leagues. The imperial family were iiv 
full fafety there, but more on account of the* 
ffrength, than the fandtity of the place. Here' 
. Sbpliia' treated' with* the rebel knes ; and having 
d'ecoyed him half, way^ caufed his head to be 
ftruck oflF, together with thofe of one of bisr 
g^ fons, and th^ty-feven Sirelitzes who ac^- 
companied him. 
The body of Strelitzes upon* this news, fly to 
arms,, and march to attack the convent of Tri- 
nity, threatenhig to deftroy every thing that come' 
in their way. The imperial family flood upon 
their defence ; the boyards arm their v^fTals, aH'' 
the gentlemen flocked in, and a bloody civil war 
feemed on the point of beginning. The pa- 
triarch fomewhat pacified the Strelitzes, who be-' 
gan to be intimidated wFth the number of troops 
that were marcUing towards them on all fides : 
hi fliort, their fury was changed into fear, and* 
their fear into the moft abjcft fubmiifion ; a^ 
change common to the multitude. Three thou- 
fend feven hundred of thfs corps, followed by 
their wives and children, with ropes tied about' 
their necks, went inproceffion to. the convept 
of the Trinity^ which three days before tl)ey had 
threatened to burn to the grounds- . In this coa«^ 
dition, thefe unhappy wretches- prefent them-> 
folve^ before the. gate of the convent, two by* 
two, one carrying a block, and another an zxp 
and proftrating tbemfelves on the ground, waited 
fjor their fentence. They were pardoned upon 
their fubmiifion, and returried .back to Mofcow^ 
bkffiQg»tbeir;foverei2nsi and ilill difpo&d, tho*' 

unkiK>wi£ 
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mknown to themfeives,. to commit the fame 
erime upon the very firft op[>ort unity. 

Thefe commotions being fubfided, the ftate 
lefamed an exterior of tranquillity ; bur Sophia* 
ilili remained pofiefled of the chief authority^ 
leaving John to his incapacity, and keeping Peter- 
in the lubjeiSion of^a ward: In orderto ftrcn^then 
her power,, (he fhared it with prmcoBafil Galit* 
zin, whom fhe created generaliflime^ minifter of 
ftate, and lord keeper. Galitzin was« in* every 
refpe^ fuperior to any perfon in that diflra6ied 
court: he was polite, magnificent, full of greats 
defigns, more learned than any of his country* 
men, as ha\&in{|^ received a much better ed'ca- 
tien^. and was even maft^cr of the Eatin tongue^ 
which was, at that time, almofi entirely unknowm 
in Rudia* He was of an adive and indefatigable- 
fpirit, had a genius fuperior to the times he lived 
in, and capable, had he had leifure and power,, 
as be bad inclination,, to have changed the face^ 
o^fifeings in.Ruflia« This is the elogium given 
o( him by La Neuville, at that time the Polifli' 
envoy in RuiBa ; and the encomiums of foreign* 
ci»are feldom to be fufpedted. 

This miniftcr bridled the infoJtnce of the Strc- ^ 
litaies, by diftributing the mod mutinous of that- 
body, among the feveral regiments in the 
Ukraine, in Cafan, and Siberia. It was under . 
his adminiftration, that the Poles, long the rivals 
ef Ruflia, gave up, in 1 686, al) preteniipns to the • 
large provinces of Smolenflco and the Ukraine, i 
H)?was the firft who fent an embaify to France, 
jn>i687:; a country, which had for upwards of 
twenty years been in the xenith of its glory, by 
theconquefts, new eftabHIhments, and tbe-mag- 
Aificence of Lewis XIV. and ^fpecially by the * 

improvement 
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tmproveipent of the arts,- there can be only tx*^ 
tcrnal grandeur, but folid glory, francc had> 
not then entered into any corrcfpondenee with • 
Ruffia, or rather waa unacquainted with ' thatx 
empire ; and the academy, of infcriptions order- 
ed a medal to be ftruck to commemorate thi»«> 
cmbafTy, as if it had come from the moft diilant > 
pait of the Indies.; but notwithflanding ail this,. 
tht; ambaffador Dolgoroufld mifcarried in his^ 
ivegouation^ and even fufFered fooie grofs af- 
fionts on account of the behaviour of hfidomef-*' 
tic5, whofe miftakes'it would have been better^ 
to have overlooked j/, bttt the court of Lewi$^ 
XIV. could not then forefee, that France and: 
Ruflia would.onc day reckon among the number • 
^ of their advantages, thac of being cemented by^ 
the clofeil union. 

RuiSa wa? no<tv quiet at homc^ but. (he was > ^ 
Aiill peat up on the fide. of Sweden, though en*- 
larged towards Polimdt her. new ally, in cbnti« : 
ixual alarms on the fide of Crin^ Tamry, znd> 
it variance with China in regard to the fron-- 
tiers. 

The moft intolerable circumftance for thei*' 
empire, and which plainly (hewed, that it had 
npt yet attained to a vigorous and regular admi>» - 
niftration wa», that the Khan of the- Crim 
Tartars exafled an annual. tribute of 6000? 
rubles, in the nature of that whicb>the Turk 
had impofed on the Poles. 

Crim Tartary is the ancient Taurica Cherfo- ^ 
neliiSi formerly fo fatnoui by the commerce of ' 
thte. Greeks, and ftillmore by their fables, a- 
fruitful but barbarous country. It took itsnamo^ 
of Crimea or Crimj from the title of its firft- • 
HiuRS,,VKho took thkname before the con««^^ 

queft»« 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



dtqiieftiof the fons of Gengis Khan. To free 
'his country from this yoke, and wipe off the dis- 
grace of fuch a tribute, the ^rime mirrt- 
a687. ' fter, GaHiflun, marched in pcrfon intD 
fl688. Crim Tartary, at the hesKi of a numc- 
rotts^army. Thefe armies were not to' 
be compared to -the prefenr troops ; they had no 
difcipline ; there was hardly one regiment con»- 
^pleatly armed ; they had no lutiform cloathing, 
no'reguUrity: their men iitdeed were inured to 
^ard labour and a f^arcity of proWfiorvs^ but then 
.^hey carried with them f«ch a prodigious quan- 
tity of baggage, as far^cxceeded any thing of 
^thc kind in our camps, w^hei^ the greateft lux- 
^ury prevails* Theif vaft numbers of waggons 
^for carrying ammunition and provifions, in an 
'^uninhabitable and dcf^rt country, greatly re- 
garded the expedition againft Crim Tartary. 
-The armyfound itfelf in the mid ft of the vaft 
deferts, on the river Samara, unprovided with 
^magazines. "Here Gallizin did, what, in my 
^opinion, was rfever done anfy where elfe : he 
employed 30,000 men in *^bui1cling a town on 
-^the banks of thC' Samara, to Jerve as a place 
jfor maga«ines in the en ruing campaign: it was 
:begun in one year, and finifiied in the third 
/monthof the following; the houfes indetd were 
all of wood except two, which Were br-ick ; the 
rampans were of turf, but well lined with ar- 
^tillery j and the whole place was rn a tolerable 
{flate of ^defeiKe. 

• This was all that was ddne of any confe- 
:«jueiicein this ruinous, expedition. In the mean 
-while, Sophia continued to govern in Mofcow, 
while John had only th^ name of dzar ; ahH 
feter, Aow at the age ^)Ffevefiicen, bad already 

the 
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4he courage to aim at real foyereignt^ L* 
. Neuville, the Polifh envoy, then refident aPt 
.Mofcow, and who was eye*witneis to all that 
tpafledy pretends that Sophia arid Galitziniiad 
engaged the new chief of the Strelitzes^ to fa- - 
crifice to them their young csar : it appears, at 
4eaft, that 600 of thefe Strelitzes were to have 
4nade themfelves mafters of his perfon. The 
.private memoirs, which have been entrufted to 
my perufal, by the course of Jluffia, affifOH ^dt 
a fcheme had a&uaHy been laid to murder Peter 
the Firft : the blow was on the point of being 
Aruck, and Ruffia forever deprived of the new 
exiftence ihe has fince received. The czar 
was once more obliged to take refuge in the 
xonvent of the Trinity, the ufual afylum of the 
court when threatened by the foldiers. There 
he aflfembled the boyards of his party, raifed a 
body of fopces, treats with the captains of the 
£treiitzes, and called in the affiftance of certain 
Germans, who had been long fettled in Mofcow, 
and were all attached to his perfon, from his 
having already (hewn himfelf the encourager of 
ftrangert, Sophia and John, who continued at 
Mofcow, ufed every means to engage the Stre- 
litzes, to remain firm to their tnterefls ; but the 
caufe #f young Peter, who loudly complained 
af an attempt meditated againft himfelf and his 
mother, prevailed over that of the princefs, and 
of a czar, wbofe v^ry afpe^ alienated all hearts. 
AH the accomplices were puniflied with a feve« 
rity to which that country was as much accuf* 
tomed, as to the crimes which occafioned it. 
Some were beheaded, after undergoing the pu- 
nilhment of the knout or battocks. The chief 
^ the Strelitzes was j>ut to death Jo the fame 

Aianner^ 
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^manner, and fevcral other AifpeAed perfbns had 
/their tongues cut out. Prince Galitzin efcaped 
'With his life, through the intcrceffion of one of 
his relations, who was a faveurite of czar Peter; 
but he wa&ftripped -of all his riche«,^bieh we(c 
immenfe, and baniOied to a place in the neigh* 
bourhood of Archangel. La Neuvilie, who was 
prefent at the whole of this cataflrophe, relates, 
that the fcntence pronounced upon Galitzin, 
was in. thefe terms. <* Thou art cemmanderi, 
'** by the moft clement czar, to repair to Karga^ 
^^ a town under the Pole, and there to conii- 
^^ nue the remainder of thy days. His majefty, 
*^ out of his extreme goodnefs, allows thee three 
--*' Fjnce per day for thy fubfiftence." 

There is no town under the Pole. Karga is 
in ihe 62d degree of latitude, and only fix de- 
grees and an half further north than Mofcow. 
Whoever pronounced this fentence, mud ho^ve 
been a very bad geographer. -La Neuville wiis 
probably iny>ofed upon by a falfe account. 

268.9. At length, the Princefs Sophia was 
once more fent back to her monaftery at Mof- 
cow *t after having fo long held ihe reins of 
government; and this revolution proved, to a 
^woman of her di/poiition, .a fuffictent .puniQx** 
ment. 

From this inftantPeter began to reign in rca- 
lify; hb jbrother John having jio other jQiara 
in the government, but that of feeing his name 
to all public ads. He led a .retired life, and 
died in 1646. 

i • How tre we to reconcile ihiy w th vcchat the Mtbor edit M 
in the laitcr ptrt of the third thaptr.r, where he fay», that thta 
princeTi, perceiving that her brother Theodore was rear hit end^ 
«4tcHAed retiring to a convent, as waii the afval cuftMH of cfa« 
M^ctff'fM of the impeiial famiiy ) 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 

*rhe'REicN of Peter the FrRsV. 

Beginning of th% Grand Reformation. 

PETER the Great' was tall,^ gente'e\ 
well-made, with a noble afpeft, piercing 
eyes, and a roboft coiiftitution, fitted for aH 
- kinds of hardship and bodily exercife. He had 
Jj^ found uoderftanding, which is the bafis of all 
Veal abilities ^ and" to this was joined an adlivt 
difpofition, which prompted him to undertake 
and execute the greateft things. His education 
was far from being worthy of his genius. The 
princcfs SopTJia was, in a peculiar manner, inte- 
reftei to let him remain in ignorance, and to 
indulge himfelf in thofe excefles which youth, 
idlenefs,. cuftom, and the high rank he held^ 
made but too allowable. Neverthelefs, 
• -June he had been lately married, like other's 
1689.* of his predeceffMS, to one of his own 
fubjefts, the daughter of colonel Lapu- 
chin ; but as he was young, and for fome tinre 
enjoyed none of -the prerogatives of the crown, 
but that of induliMng bis pleafures wfthout re- 
^firaint, the ties i wedlock were hot always 
fufficient to keep W. n within juft bounds. The 
pleafures of the table, in w'hich he indulged 
himfelf rather too freely, with foreigners who 
'had becnfinvited to Mofcow by prrticeGalitTJin, 
. Teemed not -to prefage that he Would one day be- 
.come the xefornrrer of his country j however, in 
fpite of bad examples,, and even the Rllurcments 

of 
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*^F plcafurcs, he applied hirpfelfto the arts of 
^ar and government, and whrch even then 
^ihewed, that he had the feeds of greatnefs in 
him. 

It was ftill lefs expefted, that a prince, who 
was firi>je£l tdfuch a conftitutional dread of wa- 
ter, as to futjcfl him to cold fsyeats, and even 
convalfions, when lie was obliged to crofs a fmaH 
^river oj a brook, fliould become one of the beft 
feamen in all the north. In. order to get the 
better of nature, he began by jumping into the 
water, -notwithftanding the horror he felt at it^ 
till at length this averfion was changed into a 
^fondnefs for. that element *. 

He often tlufhed at the ignorance in which 
-he had been brought up. He learned, almoft 
-of himfelf, without the help of a mafter, enough 
of grammar and High Dutch, to be able to write 
and explain himfelf tolerably well in both thofe 
^languages. The Germans and Dutch appeared 
*to him as the moft civilized nations, becaiife the 
former had already ereded in Mofcow, fome of 
^thofe arts and manufadures which he was defi- 
n-ous of feeing eftabllflicd in his empire, and the 
latter excelled in the art of navigation, which 

• We find in the memoirf of count Srr«hlembcrg, a Swedifli 
•iofficcr,. who wis taken prifoncr at the battle of Pultowa, and 
tontinticd many years at the court of cztr Pe.er, the following 
'iccmint of the true cittfe 6f this extraordinary kind of hydro- 
phobia. When Peter was about tivc years of age, his mother 
took him with her lira coarh for an airing, and having to pafs 
^« dam, where thei* was a great fall of water, thcchi'.d, who ' 
was then flcepin^ in his hurfe's lap, was fo terrified by the ruflff- 
ingof the water, (the •'ifc of which waked hfm fuddenly out 
of his ileep) that he was feized with a violent fever, and after 
his recovery, he retained fuch a dread of that element, that he 
xoald not bear the fight even of any ftanding water, much left 
' to hear a ruoaii)g ibreaa. 

-F he. 
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he already began to look upon as the moft ne- 
celTary of all others, 

' Such were the .difpofitions which Peter che- 
riOied, notwithftapding the folliesof his youth. 
At the fame time, he found bimfelf difturbed 
by faftions at home, had the turbulent fpirit ef 
the Strelitzes to keep under, and an almoft un- 
interrupted war to manage againft the Crim 
Tartars.' For tho' hoftilities had been fufpended 
in 1689 by a truce, it had no long continuance. 

Daring this interval, Peter became confirmed 
-in his defign of introducing the arcs into his 
country.' 

His father Alexis had, in his life'*>time, enter- 
tained the fame views, but he wanted leifure, 
and a favourable opportunity to carry them into 
execution ; he tranfmitted his genius to his fon, 
Who was more clear-fighted, more vigorous, 
and more unlhaken by difficulties and obftacles. 

Alexis had been at a great expence in fend- 
ing for Bothler *, a (hip-builder and fea captain 
from Holland, together with a number of ihip- 
^rights and failors. Thefe built a large frigate 
and a yacht upon the Wolga, which they na- 
"vigated down that river to Aftracan, where they 
were to be employed in building more vefTels, 
for carrying on an advantageous trade with Pcr- 
iia by the Cafpian fea. Juft at this time the 
revolt of Stenko Rafin broke out, and this re- 
bel deftroyed thefe two veffels, which he ought 
to have preferved for his own fake, and mur- 
dered the captain ; the reft ©f the crew fled into 
Perfia, from whence they got to fome fettlements 
belonging to the Dutch Eaft India company. A 

• Memoiri of Peteribourg and Mofcow. 

mafter- 
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mafter-builder, who was a good (hipwright, ftaid 
behind in Ruflia, where he lived a long time in 
obfcurity. 

One day, Peter taking a walk at Iflimaelof, 
a fummer-palace built by his grand-fathers, he 
perceived, among feveral other rarities, an old 
Englifli fhallop, which had lain entirely ne* 
gleded : upon which he afked Timmerman, a 
German, and his mathematical teacher, how 
came that little boat to be of fo different a con- 
ftfuflion from any he had feen on the Mofka ? 
Timmerman replied, that it was made to go 
with fails and oars. The young prince wanted 
inftantiy to make a trial of it ; but it was firft 
to be repaired and rigged. Brant, the fliip- 
builder abovementioned, was by accident found 
out at Mofcow, where he lived retired ; he foon 
put the boat in order, and worked her upon the 
river Yauza, which waflies the fuburbs of the 
town. 

Peter caufed his boat to be removed to a great 
lake, in the neighbourhood of the convent of 
the Trinity ; he likewife made Brant build two 
more frigates, and three yachts, and piloted 
them himfelf. A confiderable time afterwards, 
viz. in 1694, he made a journey to Archangel, 
and having ordered a fmall veffel to be built in 
that port by the fame Brant, he embarked there- 
in on the Frozen fea, fehich no fovereign befide 
himfelf had ever beheld. On this occafion, he 
•was efcorted by a Dutch man of war, under the 
command of captain Jolfon, and attended by 
all the merchant veflels then in the port of Ar- 
changel. He had already learned tha manner 
of working a {hip ; and notwithftanding the 
pains his courtiers took to imitate their mafter, 
F 2 he 
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lie was the only one who made a proiieieQc^ 

in it. 

He found it no lefs difficult to raife .a well- 

difciplined body of land forces on whom he coukl 

depend, than to eflablifli a navy. His firft eflay 

in navigation, on a lake, previous to his journey 

,to Archangel, was looked upon only as the 

.amufeoients of a young prince of genius; and 

his firft attempt to form a body of difci- 

,plined troops, likewife appeared as nothing 

^more than that of diverfion. This happened 

.during the regency of the princefs Sophia ; and 

had he been fufpe£ted of meaning any thing fe- 

rious by this amufement, it might have beca 

attended with fataiconfequemres to him. 

He placed his Confidence in a foreigner, the - 
celebrated Le Fort, of a noble and ancient fa- 
mily in Piedmont, tran^lanted near two cen- 
turies ago to Geneva, where they have filled 
-the moft confiderable .pofts m the ftate. Me 
jwas intended to have been brought up to tradq, 
to which that town is indebted for the iigure it 
now makes, having formerly been known oaly 
as the feat of religious, controverfics. 

But his geniu§, which prompted him to (he 
^greateft undertakings, engaged him to quit his 
father's houfe at the age of fouirteenj and he 
-ferved four months * iq^uality of a cadtt in the 
citadel of Marfeilles ; from thence Jie went to 
-Holland, where he ferved fome time as a volun- 
teer, and was wounded at the fiege of Grav^ 

♦* Th'S fliould certainly b« ft ur. years, as we can hardly fup- 
polc a boy of 14 years andan half, would be rcccired into the 
m litury fcrvice of any country, and much left by the Dutch Jit 
that period of time, when they ftood in need of able and expe- 
rienced foJdiers, to withftand the attacks of the French, who 
hreathcd notjiifig Icii than Um utter rubvcrfioii pf jtheir^ate. 

a ftroog 
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vffvong fortified town on the Mcufe, which the 
parince of Orange, afterwards king of Englandy^ 
retook from Lewis XIV. in 1694. After this, 
led by hopes of preferment, wherever he could 
find it, he embarked with a German colonel, 
aamied Verflin^ who had obtained a commiffion: 
from Peter's father, the czar Alexis, to raife 
foldiers in t}ie Netherlands, and bring them to 
Archangel. But when he arrived at that port, 
after a moft fatiguing and dangerous navi- 
gation, the c»ar Alex-is wa« no more j the 
government was changed,- and Ruflia in confu* 
fion. " The governor of Archangel fufFcrcd Ver* 
ftin, Le Fort, and his whole troop, to remain a* 
Idng time, in the utmoft poverty and diftrefs,^ 
and even threatened to fend them into the ex- 
tremity of Siberia ; upon whieh every man {hift« 
ed for himfelf. Le Fort, in want of every thing;,^ 
icpaired to Mofcow, where he waited upon the 
Danifli refidcnty named dc Horn, who made 
him his fecretary ; there he learned the RuHian 
language, and' ibme time afterwards found' 
means to be introduced to czar Peter ; the el- 
der brother Iwan, not being a, perfon for his 
purpofe, Peter was taken with him, and im- 
mediately gave him a company of foot. Le Fort 
had feen very little fervice, he knew but little 
of letters, not having fludied any particular art 
or fcience ; but he had feen a great deal, and' 
bad a tale&tof making the moff of what he faw. 
Like the czar, he owed every thing to his own 
genius ; he underftood the German and Dutch 
languages, which Peter was learning, as thofe 
of two nations that might be of fervice in his 
defigns. Every thing confpired to make hihv 
agreeable to Peter, to whom he flriiSly attached 
F 3 himfel^ 
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bimfelf. From being the companion of hit 
pleafures, he became his favourite, and con- 
firmed himfelf in that ftation by his abilities. 
The czar made him his confident in the moft 
dangerous defign, that a prince of that country 
could poflibly form, namely, that of putting 
himfelf in a condition to be able one day to 
break the feditious and barbarous body of forces 
called the Strelitzes. It had coft the great ful- 
tan or bafhaw Ofman his life, for attempting 
to difband the Janiffaries. Peter, young as he 
was, went to work in a much abler manner than 
Ofman. 

He began with forming, at his country-feat 
at Preobrazinfki, a company of fifty of his young- 
eft domeftics ; and fome young gentlemen, the 
fons of boyards, were chofen for their officers : 
but in order to teach thefe young noblemen a 
fubordination, to which they were wholly un- 
accuftomed, he made them pafs through all the 
different military degrees, and himfelf fet them 
the example, by ferving firft as a drum, tfien as 
a private foldier, aferjeant, and a lieutenant of 
the company. Nothing was ever more extra- 
ordinary, nor moreufeful than this conduft. The 
Rufiians had hitherto made war in the fame 
manner as our anceftors at the time of the feu- 
dal tenures, when the unexperienced nobles 
took the field at the head of their vaflals, undifci- 
plined, and ill-armed : a barbarous method, fuf- 
ficient indeed to a<9: againft the like armies, but 
of no ufe againft regular troops. 

This company, which was formed wholly by 
Peter himfelf, foon increafed in numbers, and 
became afterwards the regiment of Preobraziniki 
gu ards. Another regiment, formed on the fame 

plan. 
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plan, became in time the regiment of Semeniouf* 
ky guards. 

The czar had already a regiment of five thou* 
fand men that could be depended upon, trained 
by general Gordon, a Scotchman, and compofed 
almoft entirely of foreigners, Le Fort, who 
had borne arms but a fhort time, but whofe ca- 
pacity ^as equal to every thing, undertook to 
raifea regiment of 12,000 men, which he ef- 
X fc£ted : five colonels were appointed to ferve 
under him, and he faw himfelf on a fudden 
general of this little army, which had been.raif- 
ed, as much to oppof^ the Screlitzes, as the ene-, 
mies of the ftate. 

One thing worthy of being remarked *, and 
which fully confutes the hafty error of thofe who 
pretend, that France loft very few of its inhabi* 
tants by the revocation of the edi£l of Nantz, is, 
that one-third of his army, which was only call- 
ed a regiment, confifted of French refugees. 
"Lc Fort difcipiined his new troops, as if he 
had been all his lifetime a foldier. 

Peter was defirous of feeing one of thofe ima- 
ges of war, the mock fights, which had been, 
lately introduced in times of peace : a fort was 
ereSked, which was to be attacked by one part 
of his new troops, and defended by the other^ 
The difference between this fight, and others 
of the like nature, was, that inftead of a (ham. 
engagement, there was a real one, in which 
fome of his men were fhin, and a great many 
wounded J. Lc Fort, who comtnanded the 
attack, received a confiderable wound. Thefe 
bloody fports were intended to initiate the young. 

* GMeral le Fort's MSS. t Idem. 

F 4 troops 
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troops iQto the fervice of the field) hvit it req>ui«^ 
re<l much labour, and even feme degree of fufier- 
iDgs, tocompafs this eod. 

Thefe warlike amufements did not take ofF 
Ihe czai's attention to his naval projed* As he- 
bad made Le Fort a general by land, nothwith- 
Aanding his having never borne a command ;^ 
he nov^ made him admiral, though he had ne- 
ver had the direflion of a (hip^but he knew hin* 
deftrving both of the one aod the other. It is 
true, that he was ap; admiral without a fleet,^ 
and a generah with only his- regiment for aa^ 
army. 

By degrees thecaar reformed that great abufi^- 
' in the army, viz. the independence of the boy- 
ards, who, in time of war, ufed to bring intOb» 
tke fifld a iQuhitude of their vaflals and pea- 
fents : this was.^xa^lly the- ancient gaiernment 
of the Franks, Huns, Goths, and Vandals, wh<>» 
indeed fubdued the Roman empire in it&flate of 
decline, but would have been tot»lly deftroyed,, 
. bad they had the warlike difciplined legions of 
ancient Rome to encounter, or fuch armies as^ 
are now brought inta the field. 

Admiral Le port was not long, however, be- 
fore he had fomething more than an empty title* 
He-employed fome Dutchmen and. \Cenetians 
in building a number of barcolongo's^ or kind^ 
of long barks, and alfo two fbips of about thirty, 
guns each, at the mouth of the Woronitz, which 
falls into theTamais, or Don : thefe veflels were 
to fall down the river, and keep in awe thr 
Crim Tartars^, with whom hoAilities had beea 
renewed. 

The czar was now to determine (in- 1689) 
againft which of the follQwing powers he wouldl 

declare r 
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declare war, whether againft thc-Turts, the 
Swedes, or the Chinere. But here ic will be 
proper to premife on what terms he then fiood 
with China, and which was the firft treaty of 
peace concluded by that nation. 

C H A P. VII. 

Songrers and Treaty whh the Chinese *• • 

WE mud fet out by forming a proper 
idea of the limits of the Chinefe and 
Ruffian empires at this period. When we-^ 
leave Siberia, pr^erly fo called, and alfo far 
behind us to the fouthy an hundred hords of 
Tartars, with white and* Wack Calmucks, and 
'mabometan and^agan Moguls, we cometo the 
130th degree of longitude, and the 52d of lati- 
tude, upon the river Amur f i' To the north* 
ward is a great chain of mountains, that ftret-- 
ches as far as the Frozen Sea, beyond the i^olar 
circle. This river, which runs upwards of 500 
leagues f, through Siberia and Chinefe»Tartary, ;. 
falls after many windings into the &a of Kamt-«^ 

. • Extrji£!** from memoirs fcjit from €hiha ; aJfo frcto Ptf- - 
teribourg, .and from letters puMiilu»l in Du Haiders hiflorf q£ 
Gluna. 

•f A faivcus and coofiderable nyerofthe Afiatic partof the 
empire of 'RjtfBty which faUs into the ezOfcrn ocean. It was 
fonnerly called Charan Muran-;; hut at prefent the ChfheH! aod " 
Mattfchuri give it the name of ^agalln Ula* It alfo bean tltd^ 
ieveral appelUtions of Jamur, Onon, Helong, K'ang^ and 
$kilka» It is formed b^ the junAron of the risers Scktlk and 
Argoii^ and is navigable to the fea. 

jrHttfching, the famous geographer, fays, that its whole 
length is no more than 400 miles, fo that there muft be a very- 
giytt enrox intbe one or other of thefe authors, 

Fs ftiatka. 
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ikatka. It is affirmed for a truth, that at its 
mouth, which opens with this Tea, there is fome- 
times caught a monftr«us fi(h, much larger 
than the hypopotamus of the Nile, and that 
the tooth thereof is the iineft ivory. It is 
furthermore faid, that this ivory was formerly 
an objeft of trade; that they ufed to convey 
it through Siberia, which is the reafon why 
feveral pieces of it are ftill found under 
ground in that country. This is the moft pro- 
bable account of that foffil ivory, of which wc 
have elfewhere fpolcen ; for it appears highly 
chimerical to pretend, that there were formerly 
elephants in Siberia. 

This Amur is likewife called the Black river 
by the Mantechoux Tartars, and the Dragons 
river by the Chinefe. 

It was in thefe countries, fo long unknown, 
that the Ruffians and Chinefe contefted the li- 
mits of their empires *. The Ruffians had fome 
forts on the river Amur, about three hundred 
leagues from the great walls. Many hoftilities 
had arifen between thefe two nations on account 
of thefe forts: at length both began to under- 
iland their interefts better ; the emperor Camhi 
preferred peace and commerce to an unprofitable 
war, and fent feveral atixbafladors to Niptchou, 
one of thofe fettlements. The ambafladors had 
ten thoufand men in their retinue, including 
their efcort, This was Afiatic pomp; but what 
is very remarkable is, that there was notan ex^ 
ample in the annals of thcempife, of an embafly 
being fent to anotber potentate ; and what is 
ftill more Angular, that the Chinefe had never 
concluded a treaty of peace fince the foundation 

* Menoirs ef the jcfuits Pereira and Gerbillon. 

of 
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of their monarchy. Though twice conquered 
by the Tartars,who attacked and fubjefled them, 
they never made war upon any people, except- 
ing a few hords that were quickly fubdued, or 
as quickly left to themfelves, without any treaty. 
So that this nation, fo renowned for morah'ty, 
knew nothing of what we call the ^' Law of 
** Nations -" that is to fay, of thofe vague rules 
of w^r and peace, of the privileges of foreign 
minifters, of the formalities 6f treaties, nor of 
the obligations refulting from thence, nor of the 
difputes concerning precedency and point cf ho* 
nour. 

But in what language were the Chinefe to 
negotiate with the Ruffians j in the midft of de- 
ferts? This difficulty was removed by two je- 
fuits, the one a Portugucfe, named Pereira, the 
other a Frenchman, whofe name was Gerbil- 
lon ; they fet out from Pekin with the Chinefe 
ambaindors, and were themfelves the real ne* 
gotiators. They conferred in Latin with a Ger- 
man belonging to the Ruffian embafly, who un- 
derftood this language. The chief of that em- 
bafly was Golowin, governor of Siberia, who 
difpJayed a greater magnificence than the Chi- 
nefe themfelves, and thereby gave a high idea 
of the Ruffian empire^ to a people who thought 
themfelves the only powerful nation under tho ' 
fun. 

Thetwojefuits fettled the limits of both em-' 
pires, at the river Kerbcchi, near the fpot where 
the treaty was concluded. All the country, to 
the fouthward of this Kne of partition, was ad- 
judged to the Chinefe, and the north to the 
Ruffians, who only loft a fmall fort which was' 
found to have been built beyond the limits: a 
F 6 peace 
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peace was agreed to,, and after fome few alter- 
cations, both parties fwore to ob(eiye it, iii^ 
the name of the fame God^ ;. and in tbefe 
terms, " If any of us fliall entertain the lea{b 
*♦ thought of k ndlmg anew the ilames of war^. 
** we befeech the fuprcme Lord of all things,. 
^* and who knows all hearts, to puaifli th& 
" traUor with fudden death.'* 

From this form of treaty, ufcd alike by Chi-- 
nefe and Ghnflians,.we may infer two im^ 
portant truths : the ^rft, that the Chinefe go- 
vernment is neither atheiftical nor idolatrous^ as 
has been fo frequently and falfcly charged upon-* 
U, by comradidory imputations; Secondly, that 
all nations who cultivate thegift of reafon and* 
underftanding,^do, in eire<S^, acknowledge . the - 
feme God, notwithftanding the particular devi-p 
ations of that reafoa, thro' the want-of being 
properly inflruiled. 

The treaty was draw&Up in Latin, and two ^ 
copies were naade of it. The Ruffian ambaf* 
fadors fet their names the firft to the copy that' 
remained in their peffeflion, and the Chinefe alfo-. 
figned iheir'S'the firft, agreeable to the cuftom^ 
©bfcrved by European natior^s, when two e^uaF: 
powers conclude a treaty with each other* Of>> 
this occaiion was obferved another cuftom be- 
longing to the Afiatic nations,.. and which^was*^ 
indeed, that oftheearlieft ages. The treaty wat. 
cr}gravcn on two large marble pillars, €re<9ed on- 
the fpot, to deteiniine the. boundaries of the t^wo^^ 
empires. , .. 

Three years after this, the casiir fent Ilbrand 
Ides, a Dane, his ambafTador to China; and> 
Ihe commerce he then eftabli(hed between th(>- 
* ]i^S^ Septeab«r 8^ New Stiitr MdOolri^fCMiia* 

tw&o 
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two nations, continued with advantage to each, 
till the rupture between them in the year 1712 f. 
but fince thisihort interruption,, it. has been xe^^ 
vived wtih^redoubled vigour. 



. c H A P. vin; 

Expedition ta the Palus M^eotis, con* 
queft of AsopH,, 

The czar fends young gentlemen into foreigw 
couQtriee for improvement. 

IT was notfo eafy to have peace with theTurks,.. 
and indeed the time Teemed come for the 
Ruffians to fife ttpor* their ruins. The rcpubtic 
of Venice, that had long groaned under their 
yoke, began now to roufe itfelf. The Doge 
Morofmi, the fame who had furrendered Candy 
to the Turks, after wardis took from them the 
Peloponnefus,,wb'eh conqaeft got him the title 
of Pehpennefian^ an honour which revived the 
Ikiemory of the Roman republic. Leopold, em- 
peror of Germany, had proved fiiccefsfal againft 
the Ottoman power in Hungary ; and the Poles 
m^de fliifi to check the incurfions of the Crinv 
Tartars*- 

Peter took advantage of thefe circumfl antes,. 
to difcipline his troops, and to procure hlmfelf 
the empire of the Black Sea. General Gordon 
marched along the Tanais, towards Afoph, with 
his numerous regiment of 5000 men, followed 
by general Le Fort, with his regiment of r2,ooo ;. 
by a.body of Strelitzes^ under the command of 

Scheremetowy. 
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Schcremetow and Schein, natives of Prui&a ; 
by a body of Coflacks, and by a large train of 
, artillery ; in a word, every thing ifas 
* 9+ ready /or this expedition. 

This grand army began its march under the 
commaira of marlhal Scheremetow, or Schereme- 
toff, in the beginning of the fummer of 1695, 
to attack the town of Afoph, at the mouth of the 
Tanais, and at the extremity of the PalusMae^tis, 
now called the Zaback fea. The czar himfelf 
was with the army, but only in quality of a vo- 
lunteer, being determined to learn, fome time 
before he took upon him to command. During 
their march, they ftormed two forts which the 
Turks had built on the banks of the river. 

This expedition was attended with fome con« 
fiderable difficulties. The place was well for- 
tified, and defended by a numerous garrifon. A 
number of barcolongos, refembling the Turkifli 
faicks, and built by Venetians, with two fmall 
Dutch {hips of war, that were to fail out of the 
Woronitz, could not be got ready foon enough 
to enter the fea of Afoph. AH beginnings meet 
with obfiacles. The Ruffians had never yet 
made a regular fiege ; and the^firft attempt did 
not meet with all the fuccefs that could Be de- 
fired. . . 

One Jacob, a native of Dantzick, had the di- 
rection of the artillery, under the command of ge- 
neral Scheii); for as yet they had none but foreign 
officers belonging to the train, and none but fo« 
reign engineers and pilots. This Jacob had been 
condemned to the baftinade, or knotay by Schein, 
the. Ruffian general. At that time ^rigorous dif* 
cipline was thought to be the only method of 
firengthening con^imands and the Ruffians quietly 

fubmitted 
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iiibmitted to it, noCwithftanding their natural 
bent to fedition ; and after the punifliment, did 
their duty as ufual. But the Dane thought in a 
different manner, and refolved to be revenged* 
for the treatment he had received, and thereupon 
nailed up the cannon, deferted to the Turks, 
turned Mahometan, and defended Afoph, with 
great fuccefs, againft his former mailers. This 
inftance (hews, that the lenity which is now 
pra£lifed in Ruffia, is much preferable to the 
former feverities ; and is better calculated to re- 
tain thofe in their duty, who, by a good educa- 
' tion, have a proper fenfe of honour. It was ab« 
folutely neceflary, at that time, to ufe the utmoft 
rigour towards the common people ; but fmce 
their manners have been changed, the emprefs 
Elizabeth * has compleated, by clemency, the . 
work her father begun, by the authority of the 
laws. This lenity has even been carried, by 
this princefs, to a degree unexampled, in the 
hiftory of any nation. She has promifed, that, 
during her reign, no perf«n (hall be punilhed 
with death, and (he has kept her word. She is 
• thefirft fovereig'nwhp ever (hewed fo much re- 
gard for the lives of men* By an inftitution, 
equally prudent and humane, malefactors ^re 
now condemned to ferve in the mines, and other 
public works 5 by which means their very pu- 
nifliments prove of fervice to the ftate. In other 
countries, they know only how to put a crimi- 

* The prefent reigning empvefs Catherine ieemt even t» ex- 
ceed her a«At in lenity, which, together with the fuperlor qua- 
lifications of this priQceft, aflTords her people the rovft happy 
prefage of a glarions reign ; and it is not without reafoB, that 
the moft fcnfible amopgft them flatter themfelTea with the 
hopes, that under this auguft princefs, the RttiSaD empire wiU 
arrive a: itt htgheft pinnacle of glofy. 

nal 
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nal tQ death, with ^U the apparatus of execution, 
without bein^ able, to prevent the perpetration 
of crimes. > The apprehenfton of death makes, 
perhaps, lefs impreffion on thofe mifcreants, 
who are for the moft part bred up in idienefs, 
than the fear of punifliment and hard labour, re- 
newed every day. 

To return to the fiegeof Afoph, whidi place- 
was now defended by -the fame perfonwho had 
before dire^led the attacks ^againftit ^ the Rur* 
funs, in vain, ..attempted to take it byftorm;. 
and after lofmg a great number « of men, were 
obliged to raife the fiege. . 

Perfeverance- in his undertakings, was the di(^ 
linguifhing character of Peter the Great. In * 
the fpringof 1696^ he brought a fttllmorecon- 
fidcrable army before Afoph.- About this time * 
died czar John, his brother, ,who, tho* he had^ 
not, while living, been the-leaft curb to Peter*s 
authority, having enjoyed 6nly the bare title of" 
c&ar, yet he had been fome reftraint upon him • 
in regard to* appearances.- The money which 
had been appropriated to the fupport of John's - 
digoity and houfliold, were now^applied totfae - 
^maintenance of -the army. This proved no fmalt'i^ 
help to a government, whhfe revenues were not ^^ 
near fo great ais they are at prefent. Piter wrote 
to the emperor Leopold, to the ftates-generat, .. 
ffid to the eledor of Brandenbourg, to obtain- 
efigineers,..guflncrsv and feamen. He likewife - 
took fome Galmucks into his pay, whofe light- 
borfe are very ufefiil againft the Crirh Tartars. 

The moft agreeable of the czar's fucce(res,was * 
that of his little fleet, which was at length com- 
pleated, and well commanded. It defeated the* 
TurkiAi faicksy feat from Conftantinople, and 

took^ 
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teofc'fomc of them. The (lege was carried on- 
regularly by trenches, but not altogether in our 
methed ; the trenches being three times deeper 
than ours, w/th parapets as^high as ramparts. 
i6q6 ^^ length the garrifon furrendercd the 

^ 28th of J4jly, N» S. without being al- 
lowed the honour of war, or to carry out with 
them either arms or ammunition: they were 
likewife obliged to deliycr up the rcnegado Ja- 
cob to the conquerors. 

The czar immediately fet about fortffying 
Afoph^ built flrong forts to proteS it, and mad© 
a harbour capable of holding large veflels,. with 
a defign to make himfelf mafter of the Streight?^ 
of CafFa,. or the Cimmerian Bofphorus, which< 
commands the entrance into the Pontus Euxi- 
nus, or Black Sea; places famous in antient 
times, by the tiaval armaments of Mithridates* 
He left thirty-two armed faicks before Afoph *, 
and nnadfe all the ncceflary preparations for fitting, 
out a fleet againft the Turks, to confift of nine 
ftiips of fixty guns, and of forty-one, from 
thirty to fifty. He obliged his principal nobles, 
and the richer merchants, to contribute towards 
this armament ; and thinking that the eftales of 
the clergy ogghtto help towards the common'^ 
caufe, he obliged the ptatriarch, the bifliops, and 
the principal clergy V to pay down afum of ready 
inoney to forward this expedition, in honour of 
their country, and t^e advantage of thechriftian 
faithi The Colfacks were employed in building 
a number of tho/e light boats in ufe amongft 
them, .arjd which were excellent for the purpofe 
of cruizing on the coaft of Crim Tartary. The 
Oitomaa empire was alarmed at this powerful 

• *^ Le FortU acmoiw, 

armament 
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armament ; the firft that had ever been attempted 
on the Palus Maeotis. The czar's fcheme was 
to drive the Turks and the Tartars for ever out, 
of the Taurica Cherfonefus, and afterwards to 
eftablifh a free and eafy commerce with Perfia 
through Georgia. This is the very trade which 
the Greeks formerly carried on to Colchos, and 
to this peninfula of Crim Tartary, which Peter 
now feemed on the point of conquering. 

Having fubdued the Turks and the Tartars, 
he was willing to accuftom his people to fplen- 
did fliews, as well as to military labour. He 
made his army to enter into Moicow, under 
triumphal arches, in the midft of fuperb fire- 
works, and every thing that could add to the 
luftre of the feitival. The foldiers who had 
fought on board the Venetian faicks ^againft the 
Turks, and who were a diftin£l corps of them* 
felves, marched firft. Marfhal Scheremetow, 
the generals Gordon and Schein, admiral Le 
Fort, and the other general officers, all took 
the precedence of theh; monarch in this procef- 
fion, who declared he had no rank In the army, 
being defirous to convince the nobility, by his 
example, that the only way to acquire military 
preferment, was to deferve it ♦. 

* It IS in confequence of this glorious an4 equitable diftinc- 
tion, that at this day we find nobility giyes no precedence in the 
court ef Roffia j nor can the fon of a prince appear there in 
nny other rank, than that which his fitoation in ^he arnay 
givei him ^ while a private citizen, who by his merit has railed 
himfelf above his condition, recdves all the honoun due to his 
poft ; or more properly fpeaking, to the merit which obtained 
him that poft. A reputation of this kmd would, methinks, be 
attended with great advantages, both in England and France, as 
it would be a means to raife in the youth of all ranks a virtuous 
and noble emulation* 

This 



Digitized B, Google 



RussianEmpire. 95 

This triumphal entry feemed fomewhat a- kin 
to thofe of the ancient Romans, in which the 
conquerors were wont to expofe the prifoners 
they had taken, to public view, and fometimes 
put them to death : In like manner, the Haves 
taken in this expedition^ followed the army; 
and the deferter Jacob, who had betrayed them, 
was drawn in an open cart, in which was a 
gibbet, to which his body was fattened after he 
had been broke upon the wheel. 

On this occafion was ftruck the firft medal in 
Ruflia, with this remarkable legend, in the 
language of the country. *« Peter the First, 
** auguft emperor of Mufcovy." On the re- 
verfc was the city of Afoph, with thefe words: 
, •* Viftorious by Fire and Water/* 

Peter felt a fenfible concern in the midff of all 
thefe fucceffes, that his fhips and gal lies in the 
fea of Afoph, had been built entirely by the 
hands of foreigners 5 and wiflied as earneflly to 
have a harbouB in the Baltic fea, as upon the 
Pontus Cuxinus. 

Accordingly, in the month of March 1677, 
he fent threefcore young RufEans of Le Fort's 
regiment, into Italy, moft of them to Venice, 
and the reft to Leghorn, to inllrud!: themfelves 
in the naval art, and the manner of conftru<3:- 
ing gallies. He likewife fent forty others into 
Holland *, to Itarn the method of building and 
working large fliips ; and others likewife into 
Germany, to ferve in the land forces, and in- 
ftru£l themfelves in the military difcipline of that 
nation. At length he took a refolution to ab- 
sent himfelf for a few years from his own domi- 
nions, in order to learn how to govern them the 

• General Le Fort*! MSS. 

better. 
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better. He had an irrcfiftible inclinatlonr tt>^ 
wnprove himfelf by hfs own* obfervation and '' 
prafiice in the knowledge of naval affairs, and 
of the fevcral arts which he was fo dcfirous to 
eftabliOi in his own country. He propofed to^ 
travel incognito thro^ Denmark, Brandenbourgjf, 
Holland, Vienna, Venice and Rome. France 
and Spain were the only countries he did not 
take into his plan y Spain, becaufe the arts he 
was in queft of, /were too much neglefted there ;^ 
and France, becaufe fn that kingdom they 
reigned with too much oftentation, and that 
the parade and ftate of Lewis XIV. which had * 
difgufted fo many crowned heads, ill agreed with 
the private manner in which he propofed to* 
travel. Moreover, he was in alliance with mo(t^ 
of the powers, vvhofe dominions he intended to « 
vifit, except thofe- of France and Rome. He - 
llkewife remembered, with fome degree of re- 
fentnicnt,.the little rcfpefl fhewn by Lewis XIV... 
to his embafly in 1687, which had proved more 
famous than fuccefsful : and laftly, he already 
began to efpoufe the caufe of Auguftus, eledtor 
of Saxony, with whom the prince of Conti had? 
lately entered into a competition for the ctowav 
of Poland.. 



©has; 
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CHAP. IX. 

Travels of Peter the Great. 

5^697. TTAVING thus determined to viiit 

XTJL the feveral countries and courts a- 

bove-mentioned in a private charadier, he put 

liimfelf into thb retinue of three ambafladors, 

'jn the fame manner as he had before mingled 

in the train of his generals at his triumphant en- 

' try into Mofcow. 

• The three ambaiTadors were,. general Le 

J^orr^ the boyard Alexis Gbllowin, commiifary 

general of war> and governor of Siberia, the 

fame who figned the perpetual treaty of peace 

with the plenipotentiaries of $China, on the 

frontiers of that empire ; and Wonitzin^ diak., 

-or fecrctary of ftate, who had been long em- 

^ployed in foreign courts. Four principal fccrc- 

taries, twelve gentlemen, two pages for each 

.ambaflador, a company of fifty guards, with 

their officers, all of the regiment of Preobrazin- 

:lki, compofed the chief retinue ofthis embafly, 

-which confifted in the whole of two hundred 

perfonsi and the czar, referving tohimfelf only 

one valet de chambre, a fervant in livery, and 

a dwarf, mingled with the crowd. It was a 

thin^ unparalleled in hiftory, fpr a king of five 

and twenty years of age, to quit his dominions, 

. in order to learn the art of governing. His 

victory over the Turks and Tartars, the fplen- 

/dour of his triumphant entry into Mofcow, the 

^.The Petcrlbourgmemoirfi aad memotn of Le Fort. 

number 
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number of foreign troops attached to bis fervice, 
the death of his brother John, his copartner in 
the empire, and the confinement of the princefs 
Sophia to a cloifter, and above all the univerfal 
refpe^t (hewn to his perfon, feemed to afTure him 
the tranquillity of his kingdom during his ab- 
fence. He intruded the regency in the hands 
of the boyard Strechnef> and the knes or prince 
Romadonowlki, who were to deliberate with 
the reft of the boyards in cafes of importance. 

Two troops raifed by general Gordon re- 
mained behind in Mofcow, to keep erery thing 
quiet in that capital. Thofe Strelitzes, who 
were thought likely to create a didurbance, 
were diftributed in the frontiers of Crim Tar- 
tary,- to preferve the conqueft of Afoph, and to 
check the incurfions of the Tartars. Having x 
provided againft everyancident, he gave a free 
(cope to his paffion and defire of improvement. , 

As this journey proved the caule, or at leaft 
the pretext, of the bloody war, which folong 
traverfed, but in the end promoted all the de- 
figns of the czar ; which drove Augudus king 
of Poland from the throne; placed that crown 
on the head of Staniflaus, and then ftrlpt him 
of it ; which made Charles XII. king of Swe- 
den, the fird of conquerors for nine years, and the 
mod unfortunate of kings for nine more; it is 
neceflary, in order to enter into a detail of thcfe 
events, to take a view of the date of Europe at 
that time. 

Sultan Mudapha II. fat at that time on the 
Ottoman throne ; the weaknefs of whofe ad- 
mintdration would not permit him to make any 
great edbrts, either againd Leopold, emperor 
of Germany, whofe arm^ Were fuccefsful in 

Hungary, 
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Hungary, nor againft the czar, who had lately 
taken Afoph from him, and threatened to make 
himfelf maftcr of the Pontus Euxinus ; nor even 
againft the Venetians, who had made them- 
felves mafters of all the Peloponnefus. 

John Sobiefky, king of Poland, for ever fa- 
mous by the viCTory of Chockfim, and the deli- 
verance of Vienna, died the 17th of June 1696, 
and the poiTeffion of that crov^n was in difpute 
between Auguftus ele£tor of Saxony ,who obtain- 
ed it, and Armond prince of Contj, who had 
only the honour of being defied. 

1697. Sweden had lately loft, but without re- 
gret, Charles XL her fovereign, who was the firft 
king, who bad ever been really abfolute in that 
country, and who was the father of a prince ftill 
more fo, and with whom all defpotic power ceafed. 
He left the crown to his fon Charles XII. a youth 
of only fifteen years of age. This was in all 
appearance a conjuncture the moft favour- 
able for the czar's defign ; be had it in his power 
to extend his dominions on the gulph of Fin- 
land, and on the fide of Livonia. But he did 
not think it enough to harrafs the Turks on the 
3lack Sea ; the fettlements on the Palus Maeo- 
tis, and the borders of the Cafpian fea, were not 
fufficient to anfwer his fchemes of navigation, 
commerce and power. Befides, glory, which is 
the darling objcfi of every reformer, was to be 
found neither in Perfia nor in Turky,. but in 
our parts of Europe, where great talents 
are rendered immortal. In a word, Peter Aid 
not aim at introducing either the Perfian or 
Turkifli manners among hisfubjedls. 

Gerhiany, then at war both Vrith the Turks 
and with the French, and united with Spain, 

England, 
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England, and Holland, againfi the fing1« power 
of Lewis XIV. was on the point of concluding 
peace, and the plenipotentiaries were already 
met at the caftle of Ryfwick, in the neighbour- 
hood of thc:Hague. 

It was during this fituatlon of affairs, that Pe« 
ter and his ambaflador began their journey in the 
month of Apiil ibgy^ by the way of Great No- 
vogorod". from thence they travelled through 
Efthonia and Livonia, provinces formerly difput* 
cd by the Ruffians, Swedes, and Poles, and 
which the Swedes at laft acquired by fuperioritjr 
-of arms* 

The fertility of Livonia, and the Htuation 6f 
its capital Riga, were temptations to the czar, 
to poiTefs himfelf of that country. He expceflTed 
acuriofity to fee the fortifications of the citadeL 
.But count D'Alberg, governor of Riga, taking 
umbrage at this requeft, refufed him the fatia* 
fadlion he defired, and aiFedted to treat the em* 
bafTy with contempt. This behaviour did not 
at ail contribute to cool the inclination the czar 
might ha^ve, to make himfelf one day maftef of 
thofe provinces. 

From Livonia they proceeded to Brandeti- 
bourg Pruflia, p^tt of which had been inhabited 
by the ancient Vandals ; Polifh Pruffia had beea 
included in European Salmatia. Brandenbourg 
Pruffia was a poor country, and badly peopled ^ 
but its elector, who afterwards took the name 
of king, difplayed a hiagniiicence on thisocca- 
fton, equally new and deftrudive to his domi* 
nions. fie piqued himfelf upon receiving this 
embafly in his city of Koniglberg, with all the 
pomp of royalty. The moil fuoaptuous prefents 
werq made oil boti^ iides. The contraft be- 

tVfCCBL 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Russian Empihe* ioi 

'tween, the French drcfs, which the court of 
"Berlia afFe£ted, and the long Aflatic robes of 
the Ruffians, with their caps buttoned up with 
pearls and diamonds, and their fcimitars hang, 
ing at their belts, produced a (ingular efFeS. 
The czar was drcffed after the German fafhion. 
The prince of Georgia^ who accompanied him, 
was clad in a Perfian habit, which difplayed a 
different magnificence. This is the fame who 
-was taken prifoner afterwards at the battle of 
Narva, and died in Sweden. 

Peter defpifed all this oftentation ; it was to 
1iave been willied, that he had fhewn an equal 
contempt for the pleafures of the table, in which 
the Germans, at that time, placed their chiefcft 
glory. It was at one of thefe entertainments *, 
then too much in faOiion, and which are alike 
fatal to health and morality, that he -drew his 
fword upon his favourite Le For( ; but he ex- 
preffed as much contrition for this fudden fally 
of pailioo, as Alexander did for the murder of 
Clytus ; he aflced pardon of Le Fort, faying, 
that iie' wanted to reform his fubjecSs, and could 
not yet reform himfclf. General Le Fqrt, in 
his manufcript, praifes the czar more for this 
goodnefs of heart, than he blames him for bis 
excefs of paffion. 

The ambaffadors then went through Pome- 
rania and Berlin; and from thence, one part 
took its way through Magdebourg, and the other 
by Hambourg, a city which already began to 
be confiderable by its exteniive commerce, but 
not fo rich and populous as it has become fince. 
From thence they direded their route towards 

* ItC Fortes MS. memoirs* 

G Mindcai 
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Mindeiif crofled Weftphalia^ and at length, by 
the way of Cleves, arrived at Amfterdam. 

The czar reached this city fifteen days before 
the atnbafTadors. At his firft coming, he lod- 
ged in a houfe belonging to the Eaft India com- 
pany ; but foon afterwards, he took a fmall 
apartment in the dock -yard, belonging to the 
admiralty. He then put on the habit of a Dutch 
fkipper, and in that drefs went to the village 
of Saardam, a place where a great many more 
il^ips were built at that time, than at prefcnt. 
This village is as large, as populous, and as 
rich, and much neater, than many opulent towns. 
The czar greatly admired the multitude of 
people who were conftantly employed there, 
the order and regularity of their times of work- 
ing, the prodigious difpatch with which they 
built and fitted out fhips, the-incredible number 
of ware-houfes, and inachines for the greater 
cafe and fecurity of labour. The czar began 
with purchafihg a bark, to which he made a 
maft with his own bands ; after that, he work- 
ed upon all the different parts in the conftruc- 
tion of a veffel, living in the fame manner as 
the workmen at Saardam, drei&ng and eating 
the fame as them, and working in the forges> 
the rope-walks, and in the/everal mills, which 
are in prodigious numbers in that village, for 
fawing timber, extrafting oil, making paper, 
and wire-drawing. He caufed himfelf'to be in- 
rolled in the lift of carpenters, by the name of 
Peter MichaelhofF, and was commonly called 
Peter Bas, or Mafter Peter : the workmen were 
at firft confounded at having a crowned head 
for a fellow-labourer, but foon became familia- 
vikd to the fight. 

While 
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While he was thus handling the compafs and 
the axe at Saardam, a confirmation was brought 
him of the divifion in Poland, and of the double 
nomination of the elcftor Auguftus, and the 
prince of Conti. The carpenter of Saardam 
immediately promifed king Auguftus to aflift 
him with 30,000 men, and from his work-loft 
ifTued out orders to his army that was aflembled 
in the Ukraine againft the Turks. 

I ith Aug. 1697.] His troops gained a viftory 
over the Tartars near Afoph, and a few months 
afterwards look-from them the city of Or, or 
OrTcapi, which we call Prccop *. As to himfelf, 
he ftill continued improving in different arts : he 
went frequently from Saardam to Amfterdam, 
to hear the ledlures of the celebrated anatomift 
Ruyfch» and made himfelf matter of feveral 
operations in furgery, which, in cafe of necef- 
fity, might be of ufc both to himfelf and his 
officers. He went through a courfe of natural 
philofophy, in the houfe of the burgo-mafter 
Witzen, a perfon for ever eftimable for his pa- 
triotic virtue,^ and the noble ufc he made of his 
immenfe riches, which he diftributcd like a ci- 
tizen of the world,* fending men of abilities, at 
a great expence, to all parts of the globe, in 
fearch of whatever was moft rare and valuable, 
and fitting out vefTels at his own charge to 
make new difcoveries. 

Peter Bas gave a truce to his labours for a 
fliort time, but it was only to pay a private vifit 

• Prccop, or Pcrekop, once a fortrefs on the Ifthmus, which 
joins ihe peninfuJaof Crim Taitary to the mainland of little 
Tartarjr in European Turky, and thence confideied at the key 
to that country. Ic has its name ftom the ditches cut acrofc for 
the defence of the peninfula* 

G 2 at 
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at Utrecht, and at the Hague, to William ki«g 
of England, and ftadtholder of the united pro* 
vinces. General Le Fort was the only one ad- 
mitted to the private conference of the two mo- 
x^archs. Peter ailifted afterwards at the public 
entry of his ambafladors, and at their audience : 
they prefented in his name to the deputy of the 
ftates 600 of the moft beautifjul fables that could 
be procured ; and the ftates, over and above the 
cuftomary prefents on ihefe ^ccafions, of a goid 
chain and a medal, gave them three magnificent 
coaches. They received the firft vifits of all 
the plenipotentiaries who were at the congrefs 
of Ryfwick, excepting thofe of France, to whoQi 

. they had not notified their arrival, not only be- 
caufe the czar cfpoufed the caufe of Auguftus 
againft the prince of Conti, but alfo becaufe 
Icing William, whofe friendfhip he was dcfi- 
rous of cultivating, was averfe to a peace with 
France, 

At his return to Amfterdam, he refumed his 
former occupations, and compleated with his 
own hands a (hip of fixty guns, that he had begun 
himfclf, and fent her to Archangt?, which was 
the only port he had at that time on the ocean. 
He not only engaged in his fervice feveral 

- French Refugees, Swifs, and Germans ; but he. 
alfo fent all forts of artifts over to Mofcow, ^d 
he previoufly mads a trial of their ftvrral abilitiei 
himfe^f. There were few trades or arts which 
he did not perfedly well underftand in their mi- 
nuteft branches : he took a particular pleafure in 
cocrefting, with his hands, the geographical 
maps, which at that time laid down at hazard 
the pofitions of the towns and rivers in 4iis vaft 
dominions, then very little known. There is 
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JRlV preferved, a map, on which he marked out, 
with his own hand, his projefted communica- 
rion of the Cafpian aftd Black feas, the execu- 
tion of which he had given in cTiargc to Mr. Brc- 
kel, a German engineer. The junftion of thefc 
two feas was indeed a lefs difficult enterprife 
than that of theOceanand Mediterranean, which 
was*efFefted in France; but the very idea of 
joining the fea of Afoph wiih the Cafpian, aflo- 
nifhed the imagination at that time : but new 
eftabliflimenis in that country bect^me the objeft 
of his attention, in proportion- as his fucceffes' 
begat new hopes:' 

His troops, commanded by general Shein* 
and prince Dolgorbwfki, had lately gained a vic- 
j I tory over the Tartars near Afoph, and' 
16 ^ likewife over a body of JanilTaries fent 
9 by fultan Muftapha to their affiftance. 
This fucceft ferved to make him more rcfpeft- 
ed, even by thofe who blamed him as a fove- 
reign, for having quitted his dominions, to cufn- 
workman at Amfterdam. They now faw, that 
the affairs of thq tnonarch clid not fuffer by the 
labours of the philofopjier, the traveller, and 
the artificer. 

He remained at Amfterdam, conftantly em-* 
ployed in his ufual occupations of (hip- build- 
ing, engineering, geography, and the praflico 
of natural philofophy, till the middle of January 
1698, and then he let out for England, but dill 
as one of the retinue of his ambafladors. ., 

King William fent his own yacht to meet 
hJm, and two flifpsof War as convoy. In Eng- 
land, he obferved the fame manner of living 
as at AmAerdam and Saardam ; he tobk an 
^Ttmcnt near the king*s dock-yard at I>ept- 
G 3 ford. 
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ford, where he applied himfelf wholly to gain 
inftrudion. The £)utch builders had only taught 
him their method, and the pradical part of 
fhip-building. In England, he found the art 
better explainecl ; for there they work accord- 
ing to mathematical proportion. He foon made 
himfelf fo perfe£l in this fcience, that he was able 
to give leilbns to others. He began to build a 
(hip according to the Englifh method of con- 
firu6lion, and it proved a prime failor. The 
art of watch-making, which was already brought 
to perfection in London, next attra£ted his at- 
tention, and he made himfelf compleat mafter 
of the whole theory : captain Perry, the engi- 
neer, who followed him from London to Ruf- 
fia, fays, that froni the calling of cannon, to the 
fpinning of ropes, there was not any one branch 
of trade belonging to a (hip that he did not mi- 
nutely obfcrve, and even put. his hand to, as 
often as he came Into the places where thofe 
trades were carried on. 

In order to cultivate his friendfliip, he was 
allowed to engage feveral Englifh artificers into 
his fervice, as he had done in Holland ; but over 
and above artificers, he engaged likewife fome 
mathematicians, which he would not fo eafify 
have found in Amfterdam. Fergufon, a Scotch- 
man, an excellent geometrician, entered into 
his fervice, and was the firft perfon who brought 
arithmetic into ufc in the exchequer in Ru£a, 
where, before that time, they made ufe onlj; of 
the Tartarian method of reckoning, with balls 
Arung upon a wire ; a method which fupplied the 
place of writing, but was very perplexing and 
imperfefl, becaufe, a/ter the calculation, there 
was no method of proving it, in order to difcover 

any 
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any error. The Indian cyphers, which are now 
in ufe, were not introduced amongft us, trll 
the ninth century, by Arabs; and they did not 
make their way into the Ruffian empire, till 
one thoufand years afterwards. Such has been 
the fate of the arts, to make their progrefs (lowly 
round the globe. 'He took with him two young 
fludents from a mathematical fchool *, and this 
was thebeginningofthe marine academy, found*- 
ed afterwards by Peter the Great. He obfervcd 
and calculated eclipfes with Fergufon. Perry the 
engineer, tho' greatly difcontented at not being 
fufficfently rewarded, acknowledges, that Peter 
.made himfelf a proficient in aftronomy ; that 
he perfedly well underftood the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, as well as the laws of gravita- 
tion, bv which they are direfied. This force, no w 
(o evidently demonftrated, and before the time 
of the great Newton fo little known, by which 
all the planets gravitate towards each other, 
and which retaided them in their orbits, was 
already become familiar to a fovereign of Ruf- 
ila, while other countries amufed themfelves 
with imaginary vertices, and, in Galileo's nati- 
on, one fet of ignorant perfons, ordered others, 
as ignorant, to believe the earth to be immove- 
able. 

Perry fet out in order to cfftSt a com- 
munication between rivers, to build bridges, and 
conftrud fluiccs. The czar's plan was to 
open a communication by means of canals be- 
tween the Ocean, the Cafpian, and the Black 
Seas. 

* TIreCe were two fcholars frora Chrift-church ho/pita% com- 
monly called blue coat boys. 

G 4 We 
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We muft not forget to obferve, that a fcf ef 
Englifli merchants, with the raarquis of Caer- 
n^arthen • at their head, gave Peter 15,000 
pounds ilerling, for the permiffion of vending 
tobacco in Ruffia. The patriarch, by a mif- 
taken fevcrity, ha^, interdided this branch of 
trade ; for the Ruffian church forbid fmoaking, 
^5 an unclean and finful adion. Peter» who 
knew better things, and who, amongft his many 
projected changes, meditated a reformation of 
the church, introduced this commodity of trade, 
into hk dominions. 

Before Peter left England, he was entertain- 
ed by king William with a fpedacle worthy 
Ajcb a gueft :. this was a mock fea- fight. Littb- 
was jt then imigined, thski the czar would one 
day fight a real battle on this element againft 
'the Swfide»^ and gain naval vi^ories in the Bai* 
-tic. 1« fine, William made him a prefcnt of 
the y^Pkl in whicb he ufed to go over to Hol^ 
Jaixl, called the Rcyal Tranfport, a beautiful 
yadit, and magnificently adorned. In this vef*- 
/el Peter re'turned to Holland the .latter end cf 
1698, taking with him three captains of fhips 
of war, five and twenty captains of merchant 
Jhips, forty lieutenants, thirty pilots, as many 
furgeons, two hundred and fifty gunners, and 
upwards of three hundred artificers* This little 
colony of perfons (kilful in all branches, failed 
from Holland to Archangel, on board the Royal 
Tranfport, and from thence werediftributed into 
all the difi^erent places where their Cervices were 

• The czar wai particnfarly fond of this noblenaan, bcraufe. 
he «as a great lover of fiuritime affairs, frequently rowed and 
failed with him upon the water^ and gare him w)\at information. 
lie cculd concerning (hipping, 

ne- 
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neccffary. Thofe who had , bf en engaged ac 
Amflerdani, went by the way of Narva, which 
then belonged to the Swedes. 

While he was thus tranfplanting the arts and 
manufad^ure of England and Holland into his 
own country, the officers, whom he had fent 
to Rome, aqd other places in Italy, had like- 
wife engaged fome artifts in his fervice. Gene- 
ral Shercmetow, who w*as at the head of hisem- 
hafly to Italy, took the tour of Rome, Naples, 
Venice, and Malta, while the czar proceeded to 
Vienna with his other ambaffadors. He had 
now only to view the military^ifcipline of the 
Germans, after having feen the Englifli fleets, 
and the dock-yards of Ht)liand. Politics had 
likewife as great a (hare in this journey as the 
delire of inftru<5tion. The emperor was his na- 
tural ally againft the Turks.- Peter had a pri- 
vate audience of Leopold, and the two monarchs 
conferred (landing, to avoid the trouble of ce- 
remony. 

There happened nothing worthy remark du- 
ring his (lay at Vienna, except the celebration of 
the ancient feaft of the landlord and landlady,^ 
which had becndifufed for a coniiderabJe time, 
and which Leopold thought proper to revive upon" 
the czar's account. This feail, which, by the 
Germans, is called WurtchafFt, is celebrated in 
the following manner : 

The emperor is Undlord and the emprefs 
landlady, the king of the Romans, the arch- 
dukes and the archduchefies are generally their 
afliftants : they entertain people of all nations 
as their guefts, who come dreft after the moft 
ancient fa(hion of their refpcSive countries : 
thofe vfho are invited to the feaft) draw lots for 
G 5 tickets, 
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tickets, on each of which is written the name of 
the nation, and the charadler the perfon they are 
to rcprefent. One perhaps draws a ticket for a 
Chinefe mandarin ; another for aTartarian Mir- 
za ; a thiid a Perfian fatrap ; and a fourth for a 
Roman fenator ; a princefs may, by her ticket, 
be a gardener's wife, or a milk-maid ; a prince 
apeafant, or a common foldier. Dances are com- 
pofed fuitable to all thefe charadters, and the land- 
lord and landlady with their family wait at table. 
Such was the ancient infiitution ; but on this 
occafion ♦ Jofeph king of the Romans, and the 
cpuntefs of Traun, rcprefented the ancient Egyp- 
tians. The archduke Charles, and the coun- 
tefs of Walftein, were dreffed like Flemings in 
the time of Charles the Fifth. The archduchefe 
Mary-Elizabeth, and count Traun, were in 
the habits of Tartars; the archduchefs Jofe- 
phina, and the count of Workflaw, were habited 
like Perfians, and the archduchefs Mariamne, 
and prince Maximilian of Hanover, in the cha- 
radier of North Holland peafants. Peter ap- 
peared in the drefs of a Fiiefland boor, and all 
who fpoke to him addreiled him in that cha- 
rader, at the fame time talking to him of the 
great czar of Mufcovy. Thefe are trifling par- 
ticulars ; but whatever revives the remembrance 
of ancient manners and cuftoms, is in fome de- 
gree worthy of being recorded. 

Peter was ready to fet out from Vienna, in 
order to proceed to Venice, to compleat hi^ 
tour of inftrudion, when he received the news 
of a rebellion, which bad lately broke out, in his 
his dominions. 

• U Fart*e MSS, aad Oiofe of PetetHttrgi 
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C H A P, X. 

A Conspiracy punifhed. 

The corps of Strelitzes aboliihed, alterations 
in cuftoms, manners^ church, and ftate. 

CZAR Peter, when he lefc his dominions 
to fet out on his travels, had provided 
againft every incident, even that of a rebellion* 
But the great and ferviceable things he had done 
for his country, proved the very caufe of this 
rebellion. 

Certain old boyards, to whom the ancient 
cuftoms were ftill dear, and fomc precepts, to 
whom the new ones appeared little better than 
iacrilege, began thefe difturbances, and the old 
fadlion of the princcfs Sophia took this oppor- 
tunity to roufe itfelf anew. It is faid, that one 
of her fifters, who was confined to the fame mo- 
naftery, contributed not a little to excite thefe 
fediiions. Care was taken to fpread abroad the 
danger to be feared from the introduction of fo- 
reigners to inftruft the nation. In ffiort, who 
would believe, that * the pcrmiflion which the 
czar had given to import tobacco into his emr 
pire, contrary to the inclination of the clergy, 
was one of the chief motives of the infurre£lion ? 
Superftition, the fcourge of every country, and 
yet the darling of the multitude, fpread itfelf 
from the common people to the Strelitzes, vi4io 
had been fcattered on the frontiers of Lithuania ; 
they aflembled in a body, and marched towards 
Mofcow, with the intent to place the princefs 

• Le Fort'i MSS. 

G 6 Sophia 
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Sophia on the throne, and for ever ta prevent 
the return of a czar who had violated the eAa- 
bliflied cuftoms ♦, by prefuming to travel for 
inftruflion among* foreigners. The forces com<- 
manded by Schein and Gordon, who were much 
better difciplihed than the Strelitzes, met them 
fifteen leagues from Mofcow, gave them battle,, 
and entirely defeated them : but this advantage 
gained by a foreign generalover the ancient mi- 
litia, among whom were fcveral of the burghers^ 
of Mofcow, contributed Aill more to irritate the 
people. 

To quell thcfe tumults, the czar fets out pri- 
vately from Vienna, pafies thro' Poland, has a 
{irivate interview with Augufius, concerts mea- 
urcs with that prince for extending the Ruflian- 
dominions on the fide of the Baltick, and at 
c ^ length arrived at Mofcow, where he fur*- 
A Q prized every one w th his prcfence : he 
^ * then confers rewards on the troops whOr 
had defeated the Strelitzes, of whom theprifons. 
were now full* If the crimes of thefe unhappy 
wretches were great, their punifhment was nO;s^ 
lefs fo. Their leaders, with feveral of their 

* A moft extraordinary mftance of the obflioate attachment* 
of thf RufHam to their old caflomSy happened In the time of ther 
C7ar Ba/Ii owitz> and ttndoubtedly v ftuenced him not a littleios 
- the fcverity wit'i which he treated his people. The Icing of Po- 
Jand, Stephen Batten, haTing recovered Li vcnia, wenthimfelf 
into rhat prorince to eQabliih a new form of goTernnr.ent, ac- 
ci^rdinfito the cr nfl ant cuftom there. When any peafant, all 
of whom were treated as (laves, had committed a fault, he wa» 
v;hipf ed with a rod till the blood came. The king was wiliijig 
to cemmnte this batbareos puniffiment for one that wat more* 
iQcderate ; but the peafants, infenfible of the favour designed 
them, threw thrmfelvet at hit feet, and intreated him not Co 
make any alterations in their ar'tieritcufti me, becaufe they had 
expcriencedjthatall innovations, far from procuring them the leaft - 
rcdrefsyhad always ma^e their burthens fit the heavier on them. 

officers 
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officers aad pricfts, were condemned to di^ath ; 
fome were broke upon the wheel *, and two 
women were buried alive; upwards of two thou- 
fand of the Strelitzes were executed, part of 
whom were hung round about the-wal's of the 
city, and others put to death in different nian» 
ners, and^ their dead bodies remained expofcd for 
two days in the high roads f , particularly about 
the monaftery where the princeffes Sophia and 
Eudocia refided j. Monuments of (tone were 
erefted, on which their crimes and puniftiment* 
were fct forth. A great number of them who had 
wives and children at Mofcow, were difperfed 
with their families into Siberia, the kingdom of 
Aftracan, and the country of Afoph. This pu- 
nifhment was a't leaft of fervice to the ftate, as 
they helped to cultivate and people aJarge traft 
of wafte land. 

Perhaps, if. the czar had not found it abfo- 
lutely neceflary to make fuch terrible examples, 
he might have employed part of thofe Strelitzes, 
whom he put to death, upon the public works ; 
whereas they were now loft both to him and the 



• Memoirs of captain Perry the engineer, employed by Peter 
the Great in I^ofiia, and MSS. of Le Fort. 

■f Captain Perry, in p. i84ofhts memoirs, faya, thsitthefe 
executions being performed in the depth of wlntrr, their bodies 
were immediately frozen : tlv>fe yrho were beheaded^ . were or* 
dered to be left in the fame pofture as when executed, in ranks 
opon the ground, with their heads lying by them : and thofe 
who were hanged round' the three walls of the city, werfe left 
hanging the whole winter, to the view of the people, till the 
"warm weather began to come on in the fpring, when they were 
taken down and buried together in a pit, to prevent infrAion. 
This author addt, that there were other gibbets placed on all 
the public roads leading to MofcoW) where othen of thcfe rebelt 
were hanged* 

t,. MSS. of Lc Fcrt, 

ftate: 
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ftate : the lives of men ought to be held in great 
eftimation, efpecially in a country where the en* 
creafe of inhabitants ought to have been the 
principal care of the legiflature ; but he thought 
it necefTary tfl terrify and break the fpirit of the 
nation by executions^ and the parade attending 
them. The entire corps of the Strelitzes, whofe 
number not one of his predeceflTors had even 
dared to think of diminifhing, was broke for 
ever, and their very name abolifhed. This 
change was efFedled without any refinance, be* 
caufe matters had been properly prepared before- 
hand. The Turkifh fultan, Ofman, as I have 
already remarked, wasdepofed and murdered in 
the fame century, only for giving the Janiffarits 
room to fufpedl that he intended to leffen their 
number. Peter had better fuccefs, becaufe he 
had taken better meafures. 

Of this powerful and numerous body of the 
StrelitzeSjhe left only two feeble regiments, from 
whom there could no longer be any danger ; and 
yet thefe flill retaining their old fpirit of mu- 
tiny, revolted again in Aftracan, in the year 
1705, but were quickly fupprefled. 

But while we are relating Peter's feverity in 
this affair of ftate, let us not forget to comme- 
morate the more than equal humanity he fhewed 
fome time afterwards, when he loft his favou- 
rite Le Fort, who was fnatched away by an un- 
timely fate, March 12, N. S. 1699, at the age 
of 46. He paid him the fame funeral honours as' 
are beftowed on the greateft fovereigns, and af- 
fifted himfelf in the proceffion, carrying a pike in 
his hand, and marching after the captains, in 
the rank of a lieutenant, which he held in the 
- dcceafcd general's regimeijt, hereby fctting an ex- 
ample 
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ample to bis nobles, of the refped due to merit 
and the military rank. ^ 

After the death of Le Fort, it appeared 
plainly, that the changes in the flate were not 
owing to that general, but to the czar himfelf. 
Peter had indeed been confirmed in his defign, 
by his feveral converfations with Le Fort ; but 
he had formed and executed them all without 
his affiftance. 

As foon as he had fupprefled the Strelitzes, he 
eftablifhed regular regiments on the German 
model, who were all cloathed in a (hort and 
commodious uniform, in the room of thofe long 
and troublefome coats, which they ufed to wear 
before ; and, at the fame time, their exercife 
was likewife more regular. 

The regiment of Preobrazinlki guards were 
already formed : it had taken its name from the 
firft company of fifty men, whom the czar had 
trained up in his younger days, in his retreat at 
Preobrazinfki, at the time when his fitter So- 
phia governed the ftate, and the other regiment 
of guards was alfo eftablilhed. 

As he had himfelf pailed thro' theloweft de- 
grees in the army, he was refolved that the fons 
of his boyards and great men, (hould ferve as 
common foldiers before they were made officers. 
He fent fome of the young nobility on board his 
fleet at Woronitz and Afoph, where he^ obliged 
them to ferve their' apprenticeftip as common 
ieamen. No one dared to difpute the commands 
-of a mailer, who had himfelf fet the example.' 
The Englifh and Dutch he had brought over 
with him, were employed in equipping this fleet 
for fea, in conflruding fluices, and building 
docks> for careening the ihips, and to refume the 

great 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ii6 Hlftory of the^ 

great work ef joining the Tanais or Don, imd^ 
the Wolga, which had been dropped by Brekel 
the German. And now he began to fct about 
his projected reformations in the council of iiate^ 
in the revenue, m the church, and even in fo- 
ciety itfelf. 

The aifairs of the revenue had been hitherto 
adminiftered much in the fame manner as in 
Turky. Each bcyard paid a ftipulated fum for 
his lands, which he raifed upon the peafants, his 
vafials; the czar appointed certain burghers and 
bur^omafters, to be his rcGcivcrs, who were 
not powerful enough to claim the right of paying 
only fuch fums as they thought proper, into the 
public treafury. This new adminiftration of the 
finances, was what coft him the moft tn-uble : 
he was obliged to try fevcral methods before he 
could fix upon a proper one. ' 

The reformation of the churchy which in all 
other countries is looked upon as fo dangerous- 
and difficult an attempt, was not fo to him« 
The patriarchs had at times oppofed the autho- 
rity of the crown, as well as the Strelitzes ; Nicon 
with infolence, Joachin, one of his fucceflbrs,. 
inan artful manner* 

The biftiops had' arrogated the power of life 
and death, a prerogative diredlly contrary to the 
fpirit of religion, and the fubordination of go- 
vernment. This aflfumed power, whichf had 
been of long flanding, was now taken from them. 
The patriarch Adrian, dying at the clofe of this 
century, Peter declared that there (hould for the 
future be no other. 

This dignity then was entirely fupprefled, and 
the great income belonging thereto was united 
to the public revenue, which flood in need of 

this 
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this addition. Although the czar did not fet 
htmfelf up as head of the Ruffian church, as the 
k-ings of Great-Britain have done in regard to 
the church of England ; yet he was, in faft, ab- 
folute mafter over it, becaufe the fynods did 
not dare either to difobey the commands of a 
defpotic fovereign, oi' to difpute with a prince 
who had more knowledge than themfelves. 

We need only to caft an eye on the preamble 
totheedidt, concerning his ecclefii^ftical regula- 
tions, iflued in 1721, to be eonvinced that he 
a<^ed at once as mafter and legiflator : '* We 
•* fliould deem ourfelves guilty of ingratitude to 
" the mod high, ii^, after having reformed the 
*' fnilitary and civil or4ers, we negle£led the 
** fpiritu:il, &c. For this- caufe, following the 
** example of the moft ancient icings, who have 
^ been famed for piety, we have taken upon ut 
*' to make certain wholefome regulations, 
** touching the clergy." It is^true, he con* 
vened a fynod for carrying into execution his cc^ 
clefiaftical degrees ; but the members of this fy- 
nod, at entering upon their oflke, were to take 
an oath, the form of which had been drawn up 
and figned by himfelf. This was an oath of 
fubmi^on and obedience, and was conceived in 
the following terms : ** I fwear to be a faithful 
c( a||d obedient fervant and fubje<ft to my true^ 
"aife natural fovereign, and to the augufl fuc* 
^* celbrs whom it (hail pleafe him to nominate^ 
** in Virtue of the inconteftable right of which 
^ he is poflcffcd : I acknowledge him to be the 
** fupreme judge of this fpiritual college : I fwear ^ 
" by the all-feeing God, th,at lunderftand and* 
^ mean this oath in the full force and fenfe, 
^ which -thd words. convey to thofe who read 

" ox 
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*« or hear it." This oath is much ftronger than 
that of the fupremacy in England. The Raf-* 
fian monarch was not, indeed, one of the fa* 
thers of the fynod, but he dilated their l^ws ; 
and tho' he did not touch the holy cenfor, he di- 
reded the h^nds that held it. 

Previous to this great work, be thought, that 
in a flate h'ke his, which flood in need of being 
peopled, the celibacy of the monks was con- 
trary to nature, and to the public good. It was 
the ancient cuflom of the Ruffian church, for 
fecular prieds to marry at leaft once in their lives; 
they were even obliged fo to do : and formerly 
they ceafcd to bd priefts as foon as they loft their 
wives. But that a multitude of young people of 
both {exes, (hould make a vow of living ufelefs 
in a cloifter, and at the expence of others, ap- 
peared to him a dangerous inftitution. He, 
therefore, ordered, that no one (hould be ad- 
mitted to a monaftic life, till they were fifty years 
old, a time of life very rarely fubjeft to a temp- 
tation of this kind; and he forbid any perfon to 
be admitted, of what age foever, who was ac- 
tually in poileffion of any public employ. 

This regulation has been repealed fmce his 
death, becaufe the government has thought pro^ 
per to fhew-more complaifance to the monaf- 
teries: but the patriarchal dignity has Qever 
been revived, and its great revenues are now ap- 
propriated to the payment of the troops. 

Thefe alterations at firft excited fome mur-^ 
murings. A certain prieft wrote, to prove that 
Peter was antichrift, becaufe he would not ad- 
mit of a patriarch ; and the art of printing, which 
the czar encouraged in his kingdom, was made 
ufe of to publifh libels againft him : but on the 

^ other 
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other hand, there was another prieft who darted 
up, to prove that Peter could not be antichrift, 
becaufe the number 666 was not to be found in 
his name, and that he had not the fign of the 
Beaft. All complaints, however, were foon 
quieted. Peter, in fa<St, gave much more to the 
church, than he took from it; for he made 
the clergy, by degrees, more regular and more 
learned, He founded three colleges at Mofcow, 
where they teach the languages, and where thofe 
who are defigned for the priefthood are obliged 
to ftudy. 

One of the moft neceflary reforms, was the 
fuppreffion, or at leaft the mitigation of the 
Three Lents, an ancient fuperftition of the 
Greek church, aind as prejudicial with refpe6lto 
thofe who are employed in public works, and 
cfpecially to foldiers, as was the old Jewifh fu- 
perftition of not fighting on the fabbath day. 
Accordingly the czar difpenfed with his work- 
men and foldiers at leaft, obferving thefe Lents, 
in which, tho' they were not permitted to ear, 
' they were accuftomed to get drunk. He like- 
wife difpenfed with their obfervance of meagre 
days, the chaplains of the fleet and army were 
obliged to fet the example, which they did with- 
out much reludlance. 

The calendar, another important objefl, for- 
merly, in all the countries of the world, the chiefs 
of religion had the care of regulating the year, 
not only on account of the feafts to be obfcrved, 
but becaufe, in ancient times, the priefts were 
the only perfons who underftood aftronomy. 

The year began with the Ruffians on the firft 
of September. Peter ordered, that it fhould for 
the future commence the firft day of January, as 

among 
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among the other nations of Europe: This afte-' 
ration was to take place in the year 1700, at the" 
beginning of the century, which he celebrated by 
a jubilee, and other grand folemnitles. It was a 
matter of fiarprife to the common people, how 
th« czar ffiould be able to change the cpurfe of 
the fun. Some obftlnate perfcns, perfuaded that" 
God had created the world in September, conti- 
nued their old flile : but the alteration took place 
in ail the public offices in the whole court of* 
chancery, and in a little time throughout the 
whole empire. Peter did not adopt the Grego- 
rian calendar, becaufe it had been rcjedled by 
the Englifli mathematicians ; but which mui^y 
nieverthelefs, be one day received in all coun* 
tries*- 

Ever fmce the fifth century, the time when? • 
Utters fitft came into ufe amongft them, they 
had been accuftomed to write upon long rolls,^ 
made either of the bark of trees^ or of parch- 
isent, and afterwards of paper ; and the czar was 
obliged to publifli an ediA, ordering every one, 
f©r the future, to write after our manner. 

The reformation now became general. Thefr 
marriages were made formerly after the fame 
manner as in Tyrky and Perfia, where thcbride- 
groom does not fee his bride till the contra^ is 
figned, and they can no longer go from their 
words. This cuftom may do well enough 
amongft thofe people, where polygamy prevails^ 
and where the Women are a'ways (hut up ; but 
it is a very bad one in countries where a man is 
confined to one wife, and where divorces are* 
feldom alTowed. ^ 

The czar was wil'ing to aceuftcm his people 
to the manners and cufioms of the nations^s 

wbidL 
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c^orbkh he had viflted in his travels, and from 
whence he had taken the mailers, who were now 

inflruding them* 

It appeared ncceflary, that the RufSans fliould 

.not be drefled in a different manner from thofc 
who were teaching them the arts and I'ciences.; 
becaufe the averfion to Grangers, which is but 
too natural to mankind, is not a little kept up by 
a difference ofdrefs. The full drefs, which at 

•that time partook of the fafUions of thcPoles, the 
Tartars, and the ancient Hungarians, was, a« 

. we have elfewhere obferved, very noble ; but 
the drefs of the burghers ^and common people, 
jefembled thofe jackets plated round the wafte, 
which are ftill given to the poor childr^ in fome 

vof the French hofpitals *. In general, the robe 
was formerly the drefs of all nations, as being a 

. garment that required the leafttrouble anJ art j 
iind for the fame reafon, the beard was (uffercd 
to grow. The czar met with but little diiE- 

. culty in introducing our mode ofdrefs, and the 

. cuftom of (having among his courtiers 5 bat the 
jpeople was more obftinate, and he found himfelf 
.obliged to lay a tax on long coats and beardsr. 

, Patterns of clofe- bodied coats were hung up in 
public place$ ; and whoever refufed to pay the 
tax, were obliged to fuffer their robej, and their 
beards, .to be curtailed : all this was done in a 

-jocular manner, and this air of pleafantry prc- 

'. vented feditions. 

' It has ever been the aim of all legiflators, to 

r. render mankind more fociable ; but it is not fuf- 

■r.ficicnt to effed this end, that they live together 
in towns 3 there muft be a mutual intercourfeof 

'^ Somswhit Jlkc thofe of our blue coat boys in England. 

civility. 
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civility. This intercourfe fweetens all the bit- 
tcrnefs of life. The czar, therefore, introduced 
thofe aflcmblics, which the Italians call ridotti. 
To thefc aflemblies he invited all the ladies of 
his court, with their daughters ; and they were 
to appear dreffed after the falhions of the fouthern 
nations of Europe. He was even himfelf at the 
pains of drawing up rules for all the little deco* 
rums to be obferved at thefe focial entertain- 
ments. Thus even to good breeding among his 
fubjedls, all was his own work, and that of 
time. 

To make his people relifli thefe innovations 
the better, he abolilhed the vioxA golut, Jkve^ 
always made ufe of by the Ruffians when they 
addrefled their czar, or prefented any petition to 
him J and ordered, that, for the future, they 
Ihould make ufe of the word raah^ which figni- 
fies fulje5l. This alteration in no wife dimi- 
niflied the obedience due to the fovereign, and 
yet was the moft ready means of conciliating 
their affedions. Every month produced fome 
new change or inftitution. He carried his at- 
tention even to the ordering painted po'fls to be 
fet up in the road between Mofcow and Woro- 
nitz, to ferve as mile ftones at the diftance of 
every verft ; that is to fay, every feven hundred 
paces, and had a kind of caravanferas, or pub- 
lic inns, built at the end of every twentieth 
verft. 

While he was thus extending his cares to the 
common people, to the merchants, and to the 
traveller, he thought proper to make an addition 
to the pomp and fplendor of his own court. For 
tho* he hated pomp or fhew in his own perfon, 
he thought it necelTary in thofe about him. He, 

there- . 
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therefore, inftituted the order of St. Andrew *$ 
in iinitation of the feveral orders with which all 
the courts of Europe abound. Golowin, who 
fucceeded Le Fort in the dignity of high admiral, 
was the firft knight of this order. It was efteemed 
an high reward, to have the honour of being 
admitted a member. It was a kind of badge 
that entitled the perfon who bore it, to the rc- 
{ptQ: of the people. This mark of honour 
cofls nothing to the fovereign, and flatters the 
felf-love of a fubjed;, without rendering him too 
powerful. 

Thefe many ufeful innovations were received 
with applaufe by the wifer part of the' nation ; 
and the murmurings and complaints of thofe 
who adhered to the ancient cuftoms, were 
drowned in the acclamations of men of found 
judgment. 

While Peter was thus beginning a new crea- 
tion in the interior part of his ftate, he con- 
cluded an advantageous truce with the Turks, 
which gave him the liberty to extend his terri- 
tories on another fide. Muftapha the Second, 
who had been defeated by prince Eugene, at the 
battle of Zeuta in 1697, f^ripped of the Morea 
by the Venetians, and unable to defend Afoph, 
was obliged to make peace with his vi£lorious 
enemies, which peace was concluded at Carlo- 
I , witz, between Peterwaradin and Sa- 

i6qq * la'^^^n^o"* places made famous by his 

99' defeats. Temefwaer was made the 

boundary of the German pofTeflions, and of the 

Ottoman dominions. Kaminieck was reftored 

to the Poles, the Morea, and fome towns in 

• 20th Sept. :i6s8. It is to be obferred, that I always 
follow the new ftile in my datei. 

DaU 
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Dalmatia, which had been taken by the Vene- 
tians, remained in their hands for fome time-; 
and Peter the Fir (I continued in pofTeifion of 
Cafaph> and of a few forts built in its neighbour- 
hood. 

It was not pofSble for the czar to extend hie 
dooiinions on the fide of Turky, without draw- 
ing upon him the forces of that empire, before 
divided, but now united. His naval proje£b 
were too vaft for the Palus Maeotis, and the fet- 
tlements on the Cafpian fea would not admit of 
a fleet of men of war.: he,, therefore, turned hia 
views towajds the Bahic fea, but without relin* 
quiihing tfaofe in regard to the Tanais zni 
Wolga. 

C H A P. XL 

War with SWEDEN. 

The Battle of Narva. 

Tyco. A GRAND fcene was now opened on 
^jL the frontiers of Sweden. One of the 
principal caufes of all the revolutions which 
happened from Ingria, as far as Drefden, and 
which laid wafte fo many countries for thefpace 
of eighteen years, was the abufe of the fupreme 
power, by Charles XI. king of Sweden, fa- 
ther of Charles XII. This is a fa6i which 
cannot be too often repeated, as it concerns 
every crowned head, and the fubje£ls of every 
nation, almoft all Livonia, with the whole of 
Eflhonia, had been ceded by the Poles to Charles 
XL king of Sweden, who luccecdcd Charles 

X. €X« 

t 
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^. exafily at the time of the treaty of Oliva. 
It was ceded in the cuftomary manner, with t 
refervation of rightt and privUeges. Charles 
XL (hewing little regard to thefe privileget» 
John Reinhotd Patkul» a gentleman of Livonia, 
came CO Stockholm in 1692, at the bead of fix 
deputies from the province, and laid their cooi- 
•plaints «t the foot of the throne, in refpedful, 
•but ftrong terms t* Inftead of an anfwer, 
the deputies were ordered to be imprironed, and 
>Patkul was condemned to lofe his honour and 
-ktslife; but he loft neither, for he ma^e bis 
efcape to the country of Vaud, in SwiflTeiland, 
where he remained fome time; when he after- 
. wards was informed, that Auguftus, elector of 
Saxony, had promifed at his accellion to the 
throne of Poland, to recover the provinces that 
had been wrefted from that kingdom.; be haf* 
tend to Drefden, to reprefent to that prince, 
-how eaiily he might make himftlf mafter of 
Livonia, and revenge upon ^ king, only feven- 
^teen years of age, the lofies that Poland had 
fuftained by his anceftors. 

At this very time czar Peter entertained 
thoughts of fetzing upon Ingria and Carelia. 
Thefe provinces had formerly belonged to the 
JR.uflians, but the S^redes had made themfelves 
mailers of them by force of arms, in the time 
'*ofthe falfe:Demeuruis*s, and h;ad retained the 
pofTeffion of them by-treaties-: another war aid 



f NorbeiiK, chapUin anid cdiifcflbr to Clurles Xll. Caj9 in 
Jitl liitory, ** That he had the infolenee to complain of op- 
pteffi Jit, and that he was condemned to lofe hit hooour and 
tife.^* Thii i« fpeaking like the high prieft of derpotifm. fie 
Ihovld have obferved, that no one tan deprifc a citizen of his 
hottouti ftr doing hit dot/* 

H mw 
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new treaties might reftore them rag^ain * to 'IR^it 
,fia. Patkul went from Drefden to Mofco^ 
and by exciting up the two monaichs toavsnge 
*his private caufes, he cemented . a ctofe unioa 
between them, and dirciSted their prepiirationt 
for invading all the places, iituated to the eail 
and fouth of Finland. 

Juft at this period, the new king of Den* 
mark, Frederick IV. entered into an alliance 
with the C2ar and th^ king of Poland, againft 
Charles, the youn|^ king of Sweden, whofeemed 
in na condition to withftand their united forces. 
Patkul had the fatisfa&ion of befieging the 
Swedes in Riga, the capital of Livonia, and 
directing the attack in quality of major ge- 
neral. 

The czar marched near twenty thoufand 
men into Ingria. It is true, that, in^^this nu- 
merous army, he had not more than i2>ooo 
good foldiers, being thofe he had dtfciplined 
himfelf; namely, the two regiments of guards, 
and fome few others, the reft beiag a badly 
armed militia, with fome Coffacks, and Circaf- 
fian Tartars ; but he carried with him a train of 
,145 pteces of cawnon. He laid fiege to Narva, 
'a fmall town in Ingria, that had a .very com- 
modious harbour, and it was generally thought 
the place would prove an eafy conqueft. 

Sept.] It is known to all Europe, how 
Charles XII. wbfen not quite eighteen years of 
age, made head againft all his enemies, and at- 
tacked them one after another.; be entercjd 
Denmark, put an end to the war in that.tking- 
dom in Icfs than fix weeks, fent fuccours toRigg, 
obliged the enemy to raifethe fiege, and march- 
ed againft the Ruffians encamped before Narv^, 

through 
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^throngh the midft of ice and fiioW) in the 

^naonth of November. 

The czar, who looked upon Narva as already 

-in hispofieffion, was gone to Novoeorod, and 
had taken with him. his favourite, Menzikofl^ 
then a lieutenant in the company of 

^fiombardiers, of 'the Preobaziniki iSNov. 
re^ment, and afterwards raifed to 
the rank of field marfhal, and prince ; a man 
whofe lingular fortunes entitle him to be fpoken 

*cf more at large in another place. 

Peter left the command of the army, with his 
inftrudions for the fiege, with the prince of 

'Croy ; whofe family came from Flanders, and 
who had lately entered into the czar's fervice *• 

J'rince Dolgorouki aded a^commiflary of the 
army* The jealoufy between thofe two chiefs^ 
and the abfence of the czar, were partly the 

•€>ccafionof the unparalleled defeat sit Narva. 
Charles XII. having landed at Pernau in Li- 

'vonia with his troops, in the month of Odober 
advanced northward to Revel, where he de- 
feated an advanced body of Ruffians. He con- 
-tinued his march, and meeting with another 
4}ody routed that likewife. The run-awayt 
returned to the camp before Narva, which they 
lilled with confternation. The month of Novem- 
ber was now far advanced ; Narva, tho* unfldl- 
fuUy befieged, was on the point of furrenderiag. 
The young king of Sweden had not at that 
time above 9000 men with him, and could 
bring only flx pieces of cannon to oppofe to an 
hundred and forty-five, with which the Ruf- 
fian entrenchments were* defended. All the 

■• See the Mftonr of Chaflci Xlh ^ ^ 

H J <>^ "^X relations 
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fdations of that time, and all hiftorian^ m/iA- 
out exception, concur in making ^he Ruffiafi 
jLtmy then before Narva, amount to 86,000 
men. The memoirs with which I have been 
furniflied fay 60,000 ; be that as it may, it is 
certain, that Charles had not quite 9000, and 
that this battle was one of thofe, which have 
proved, that the greateft victories have been 
frequently gained -by inferior numbers, ever 
fince the famed one of Afbelles ^. 

Charles did not hefitate one moment to at- 
rtack with his fmall troop this army, fo greatly 
fuperior ; and taking advantage of a violent 
wind, and a great ftorm of fnow, which blew 
directly in the faces of the Ruffians ; 
Nov. 30. he attacked their entrenchments un- 
.der cover of fome pieces of cannon, 
which he had pofted advantageoufly for the pur- 
pofe. The Ruifians had not time to from 
themfelves inthemidftof that cloud offnqw, 
that beat full in their faces, and aftonifhed by 
the difcharge of cannon, that they could not 
fee I and never imagined how fmaU a nufflbpr 
'they had to oppofe. 

The duke de Croy^ attempted to give bis 
orders, but prince Dolgorouki would not receive 
,-them. The RuiTian officers rofe upon the Ger- 
man officers; the duke's fecretary, with co- 
Joncl Lyon, and ftveral others, were murdered. 
£v«ry one abandoned his poft, and tumult, con- 
fufion, and a pannic terror, fpread through the 
whole army. The Swedilh troops had nothing 



• A town on the titer Lfcut, in the pronoi^i of Aflyni^ 
now iilicd Cunleftan, where Alexander the Great foosllt to 
thud ai«4^dec five battle, with Pariat king of Pedis. 
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more to do, but to cut in pieces thofe who were 
iying. Some threw themfelves into the river 
Narva, where great numbers were drowned;, 
others threw down their arms, and feJl upon 
their knees before the conquering Swedes. 

.The duke de Croy, general Alland, and the 
reft of the general officers, drejding the Ruf* 
fians more Uian the Swedes, went in a body 
and furrendered- themfelves prifoners to count 
Steinbok. The king of Sweden now made 
himfelf mafter of all che artillery. Thirty thou« 
fand of the vanquiflned enemy laid down their 
arms at his- feet, and filed oiF bare-headed and"- 
diiarmed before him. Prince Dolgorouki, and 
all the Ruffian generals, came and furrendered 
(henifelves, as well as the Gern^ans, but did 
not Ihiow ttil^ after they^ had Surrendered j that 
they had been conquered by 8oob men. A- 
mongft the prifoners, wasr the: fon of a king of 
Georgia, whom Charles feiK to Stockholm^: 
his name was MlttelelkyGzarovit$,or czar's fon, 
an additional proof that^ the title of ciar, for tzar^ 
had not^ its orifl;inal from the Roman Csefars. 

Gbarles XIl. did ^ not iofemore than xaoo 
men^in^tfais^ battle. The czar^s journal, which 
bas been feni me froof Beterftourg, fays, that 
including thofe who died at the ftege of Narva^ 
^«din the battle, aodthofewho were drowned 
in their flight,, the Ruffians loft no more than 
6000 men. Want of difcipline, and a pannic 
that feized the army, did all the work of that 
fatal day. The number of thofe made pri- 
foners of war, was four times greater than that 
of the conquerors ; and if we may believe Nor- 
bergS count Piper, who was afterwards taken 

• Vol. I. f» 4J9, of the 410. edldoa prtatcd at the Hagi^. 
H 3 prifoner 
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prifoncr hf the Ruffians, reproached rticm>. 
that the number of theif people made prifonert^ 
ki the battle, exceeded by e%ht times the num- 
ber of the whole Swedkh army. If this is truth,,, 
the Swedes muft have' made upwards of 72,000 . 
prifoneis. This ihews how feldom writers are 
well informed of particular circumiiances. One r 
thing, however, equally inconteftable and ex-?- 
tfaordinary is,, that the king of Sweden per-- 
jnitted one half of the Ruffian foldicrs to retire ^ 
back, after having difarmed them, and the 
othfir half to rcpafs the river, with their arms ; , 
by this unaccountable prefumption, reftoring to** 
the czar troops that, being afterwards well dif^ > 
ciplined, became invincible Xi 

Charles had all the advantsTges that could re-^ 
fult from a compleat viApry. Immenfe maga^ 
zinesy tranfports loaded with pro^ifions, pofts- 
evacuated or taken, and the whole country at- 
the mercy of the Swedifli army, were confe- 
qucnces of the fortune of this day, Narva was 
now relieved, the (battered remains of the Rat^^ 
fian army did not {how themfelves } the whole 
country at far as Plefkou lay 6pert $ the czar 
feemed bereft of alhrefource for carrying on the 
war ; and the king of Swedeii, viSor in lefs than ^ 
twelve months over the monarchs of Denmark, 
Poland, and Ruffia, was looked upon as the 
iirft prince in Europe, at' an age when after 
princes hardly prefume to afpire at reputation*. 



% The chaplain Korberg pveteikls, tbat^ immediately after tbe^ 
battle of Narva, the Grand Seizor wrote a letter of congratula* - 
tion to the king of Sweden, in thefe terms* <* The fultaa 
'* Baira,bythegraeeofGod,toChar]eiXII. $c/' Theletter.i 
Kai iadc^ fxom the «ra of the creation of the wotl<V 

But 
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Silt, the unfhaken conftancy that mzie a 
part of Peter's cbaraSer, prevented him from 
being difcouraged in any of his projects. 

A Ruffian ' bifhop compofed a prayer to St* 
Nicholas *, on accovnt of .this defeat, which 
was publickly read in ail the churches through* 
out Ruffia. This cpmpofition ihews the fpirit 
of the. times, and the inexpreffible ignorance 
from which Peter delivered his country. A- 
mongft other things, it fays, that the furious and 
terrible Swedes were forcerers ; and; complains 
that St. Nicholas had entirely abandoned his 
Ruffians. The prdate^ of that country would 
blufli to write fuch ftuiF at prefent ; and, without 
any offence to the holy St. Nicholas, the peopio 
foon perceived that Peter was the moft proper 
perfon to be applied to, to retrieve their 
loOes.. 



O Th!t pnytr it pHnted in inoft of tbe jourotlf and hiftoncftl 
fi9ct» of thofe timet. And u iafertcd in the hiftorj pf Charjc^. 
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CHAP, XII. 

Refourtcs after the battle of Narva. That dif- 
after entirely repairer). Petergainsa viAor}!^ 
near the (ame place. The perfon who wa* 
afterwards eitiprefs, made prifoner at the* 
ftormingof a towa* Peter's (itCQC&s. Hift 
(rtumph atMofcow *«. 

The years 1701 ainl 1702; 

TH £ czar having, as has been already ob>- 
ferved, quitted his army before Narva^ 
In the end of November 1700, in order toga 
and concert matters with the king of Poland, re* 
ceived the news of .the viftory gained by the 
Swedes as he was on his way. His conftancy- 
1n a]} emergencies was equal to the intrepidity 
and valour of Charles. He deferred the conf^* 
rcnce with Auguftus, and'haftened to repair tho 
difordercd flate of his affairs. The fcattercd 
iroops rendezvoufed at Great Novcgorod, and- 
{rem thence marched to Pleikow on the Lake. 
Pcjpus. 

It was not a little matter to be able to ftand- 
upon the defenfive, after fa fevere a check i 
^^ t know very well, faid Peter, that the Swedes 
*^ will have the advantage of us for fome time,, 
^ but they will teach us at length to conquer 
« them." 

1^701 .] Having provided for the preient emer- 
Itency, and ordered recruits to be raifed on every 
^de, he fent to Mofcow to caft aew cannon, 

* This chapter and the following, are taken enttrdjr Ircnk 
the iouTQal Qf Peter the Crcat^ fient mc fron Peiejibeai|. 

ha 
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kts own having been all taken before Narva» 
There being a fcarcity of metal, he took, all the 
bells of the churches, stndofthe religious houfet 
in Mofcow. This adion did not favour much of 
fuperftition, but at the fame time it was no 
mark of impiety. With thofe bells he made 
one hundred large cannon, 143 field pieces, 
from three to fix pounders, befides mortars and 
hautbitzers, which were all fent to Pleflcow. In 
other countries the fovereign orders, and others 
execute ; ' but here the czar was obliged to 
fee every thine done himfelf. While he was 
haftenine thefe preparations, he entered into a 
negotiation with the king of Denmark, who 
engaged to furnifli him with three regiments of 
foot, and three of cavalry ; an engagement 
w4iich that monarch could not fulfil* 

As foon as this treaty was figned, he hurried 
tb the theatre of war. He had an interview 
with king Auguftus at Birzen, on^the 
frontiers of Cburland and Lithuania.. Feb. 27. 
His objed was, to confirm that prince 
in his refolulioRofmaintfainingthe war againff 
Charlfft* XII. and at the &me time to en- 
gage the Polifli Diet to enter into the quarrel* 
h is well known^.that a king of Poland is no 
more than the head perfon in a republic. The 
czar had the advantage of being always obey- 
ed : but the king of Poland^ and England, at 
prefent the king of Sweden,, are all obliged to 
treat with their fubjedb *.. Patkul and a feW 
Poles in the intereft of their monarch affifted 

• Wc nittft b^ lean to mnark ta thii place» that a kinf 
«f EngUqd hti the power of doing good in Tirtue of his cwa 
•uthoriry, and may do evil if fo difpofed, by having a majority 
In a corrupt parliament ; whereas^ a icing of Poland can nci* 
thcr do good nor erii, ooe haTio£ it in bit poirer. to difpofe eren 
•f &ptxrof(oloati« 
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at thcfc conferences. Peter promifcd to at<> 
them with fubfidies,ancl an army of 25,000 meir. 
Livonia was to be reftored to Poland, in cafe 
the diet would concur with their king, and af- 
fift in recovering this province : the diet hear- 
kened more to their fears, than to the czar's > 
bropofals. The Poles were apprehenfive of 
having their liberties retrained by the Saxons, . 
and Ruffians, and Were ftill more afraid of 
Charles XII. It was therefore agreed by the ma- 
jority, not to ferve their king, and not to fight. 

The partifans of Augufius grew enraged a- 
^ainft the contrary fa£tion, and a civil war was 
ighted up in the kingdom ; becaufe their mo- 
narch had an intention to reflore to it ^ con- 
fiderable province. 

Feb.] Peter then bad only an impotent ally^ 
in king Augullus, and £eeble fuccours in the- 
Saxon troops-; and the terror which Charles 
XII. infpired on every fide, reduced Peter to the- 
neceffity of depending entirely upon his own^^ 
flrcngth. 

March 1^] AftertravcUteg with the greateftj 
expedition from Mofcow to Courland, to confer 
H^ith Auguftus ; he polled back from Courland - 
to Mofcow, to forward the accomplifhment of his- 
gromifes. He adualiy difpatched prince Repnin, .. 
with 4000. men, to Riga, on the banks of the Da- 
na, where the Saxon troops were entfendhed. 

July.] The general conflernation was now 
encreafed^ ft>r Charles pailing the Duna in fpite* 
of all the Saxons, who wereadvantageoufly 
polled on the oppofite fide, gained a complea^ 
vi£lory over them ; and then, without waiting a 
moment, he made himfelf mafter of Courland^. 
advanced into Lithuania^ and by hisjpr^fencc^ 

COfr 
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tiicduraged the Poli& fadton that oppofed 
Aaguftus. • 

Petef, notwithftandfng all this, flill piufucd • 
hfo defigns. Genend Patkul, who had been the 
foul of the conference at Birxen, and who had 
engaged in his fervice, procured himfome Ger- 
man officers, difcipHned his troops, and fup- 
fA'itd the place of general le Fort : confequently 
what he began, the czar ordered relays of horfes 
to be provided for all the officers, and even for 
the German, Livonian, and Polifti fohMers, who 
came to feive in his. armies. He likewife in^ 
(peStci in perfon mto every particular relating 
to their arms, their cfoathtng and fubfiftence. 

On the'omfinel of Livdnia and Efthonia, and 
to the^eiEiftwaird of the province of Novogorod, 
lies the great hike Peipusj^. which receives the 
waters of the tiver Velika, from out of the mid* 
die of Livonia^ and' gives rife in' its nordiern 
part to the river Natova",' that waflies the 
walls of t\ve town of Narva, near which the 
Swedes gained their famous vi^ory. This lake 
is ^pwa^s of thirty leagues in length, and from 
twelve to fifoeen in hread^.'- le was neceflary 
to keep a fleet there, to prevent the Swediih 
~ fliips from insulting the province of Novogorod ; 
to be ready to make a defcent upon their coafts, 
and above all, to be a nuirfery for feamen. Pe- 
tef employed the greatcft partofthe year 1701, 
in building on thi^lake, an hundred half gaiiies^ 
to- carry abbi»t fifty men each ; and other 
armed barks were htted out on the lake La-* 
doga. Hedireded all thefe operations in perlbn, 
and fet his new failors to work : tbofe who had 
been employed in 16^7, at the Palus-Meotis 
weit thenftationed near the Baltic. He frequent- 
ly Siuitt^d \b^f% pceupations to go to Mofcow, and 
- " H6 • the 
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the reft of the provinces ^ in order to enforce the- 
obfervancc of the late cuftoms he had intro- 
Sliced, or to eftablifh new ones. 

Thofe princes who have employed the leifure- 
moments of peace, in raifiag public works, have, 
acquired to themfelvcs a name : but. that Peter». 
juft afcer his mttTortuncL at Narva» (boiild appljr^ 
to the junfibton of the Baltick, Caff^an^. and the 
European feas by canals,, has crowned hinu 
with more rtal glory, than the-moft fignal vic- 
tory. It was in they^ear 1702, that he bcgaa^ 
to dig that deep canal, intended to join the 
Tanais and the Wolga. Other xooHnunica*- 
tions were like wife to be, made, by means oE. 
Hikes between the Tanais and the Duna ; whofe 
waters empty themfelves into the Baltic, in* the* 
Beighbourhoodof Riga. B«t thb latter project. 
, ftemed to be^ftiJl* at a. great diftaoce, as Pctei^ 
was far from having Riga inihis poffeffion,.. 

While Charles was laying all Polandwafte,. 
Peter eaufad to be brought from that kingdom^ 
and from Saxony, a number of ihepherds- witbt 
their flocke, in order to^ have wool^fit for mak-> 
mg good cloth;- he likewife ereded iBanufaot 
tures of linen and paper : gave orders^ for col- 
)e£ting a number of artificers ;. fuch as fmiths> 
braziers, armourers an4 founders, and tho 
mines of Siberia were ranfacked for ore. Thus 
was he continually labouring for the embellifh'^ 
ment and defence of his dominions/ 

Charles purfued thecourfeof his vi^ories, and 
loft a fufficient body of troops (as he imagined) 
on <the frontiers of the czar's dominions, to fe- 
cure all the poflefiioBS of Sweden^ He had al- 
ready formed a defign to dethrone Augufius,. 
and afterwards to purfue the czar with his vie- 
lotiiwu. arAsy to the. vcry^ gates of Mofcow. 

Therfir 
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TKcrc happened feveral flight engig'*me 't»>, 
in the courfe of this year, between the RiifBans 
and Swedes^ ia which the latter 6t\ rx)*^ al- 
ways prove fuperior$ and even^in tl^^fe where 
they had the advantage, the Ruffians improved 
in the art of war. In fliort, in little more thair 
twelve months,, after the battle of Narva, the 
czar's troops* were fo well difciplined, that cheyr 
defeated one of the beft generals- belonging Co 
the 4dng of Sweden. 

Peter was then at Pieflcow, from whence he 
detached>ntinieroua< bodies of troops*on all ftdes^. 
to attack the Swedes ; who were now defeated 
by a lia'tive of Rttfiiar and^not a foreigner. Hit 
general Sheremeto, by a ikil/til ma* 
Boeavre, beat up the- quarters of the Jan. ii» 
Swedifh general Slippembac, in^ fe* 1702.. 
reral places near Derpt,. on the fron- 
tiers of Lw6nt« ;• and at laft obtained a vi<9ory 
over that officer himfelf*. And now, for the firA 
time, the Ruffians, took from the Swedes fout 
of their colours $ which waa thought a confider* 
able number; 

The hkes Beipus and Ladoga were for fome 
time afterwards the theatres of fea*-fights, be* 
tween the Ruffiam and Swedes^^ in which the 
latter had the fame advantages as by landt 
namely, that of difcipline and^lon^pradice ; but 
the Ruffians had fome few fucce^s^ with their 
half rallies, at the lake Peipus, aad the field 
mairual Sheremeto ,took a Swedifh fri- ... . 
gate. ' ^^y- 

By means of thia lake the czar kept Livonia 
mnd Efthonta in continual alarms ; his gallies fre^ 
gently landed feveral. regiments in thofe pro^ 
luoccai who re-imbarked whenever they failed 
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of fuccefs, or elfe purfued their sidinn^ 
June* tage : the Swedes were twice beaten in 
July, the neighbourhood- of Derpt> while they 
were vidorious every where elfe. 

In all thefe anions the Ruffians were alwayr 
fiiperior in number : for this reafon, Charles XIL. 
who was fo fuGcefsful in every other ]^ce^ gave* 
himfelf little concern about ^hefe trilHng advan- 
tages gained by the czso*: but he fliould have 
confidered, that thefe numerous forces of his ri-* 
Tal were every day growing more accuflomed to 
the bufinefscnf fightings and might (bon become - 
formidable to himfelf. - 

While both parties were thus engs^ed by fea ' 
and land in Livonia, Ingria^ and Efthonia, the - 
csar is informed, that a Swedi (h fleet had (u fail 
in order to deftroy Archangel > upon whidi be 
immediately marched thither, and every one 
Was aftonifhed to hear of him mi thecoafts of 
the Frdzen fea, when he- was. thought to be a| 
Mofcow. He put the town into a pofture pf 
defence, prevented the intended defcent, drew 
the plan of a citadel, called the New Dwtna^ 
'kid the firft ftoncy 'and then returned to Mof* 
cow, and from thence to the &at of war. 

Chairles made fome alliances in Poland; but 
the Ruffians, on their fide, made a*, progrefs in 
Ingria and Livonia« Marflial Sheremeto mtr-" 
ebed to meet the Swedifll army under tlie com-> 
maad of SKppembac, gave that general battle 
neaT the: little river Embac, and defeated him, 
taking fixteen colours, and twenty pieces of 
cannon. Norbcrg places this a£Hon on the ift 
December 1701, but the journal of Peter the 
Great fixes it on the t9th Juljt 1702, 

• fclr 
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6th Auguft.] After this advanuge, the Ruf- 
fian general marched onwards, laid the whole 
country under contribution, and takes the little 
town of Mariembourg on the confines of In** 
gria and Livonia. There are feveral towns of 
' Uiis name in the north of Europe; but this, 
though it no longer cxiftsy is niore celebrated 
in hiftqry than all the others, by the adventure 
of the emprefs Catharine. 

This little towvn, having furrendered at dif" 
cretipn, the Swedes, who defended it, either 
thro' miftake or defign, fet fire to the magazine. 
The Ruffians, incenfed at this, deftroyed the 
town, and carried away all the inhabitants* 
Among the prifoners was a yoang woman, a 
native of Livonia, who had been brought up in 
the houfe of a Lutheran mintfter of that place, 
named Giuck, and who afterwards became the 
ibveretgn of thofe who had taken her captive^, 
and who governed Ruffia by the name of the 
emprefs Catharine. 

There had been^any inftances before this of 
private women being raifed to the throne; no- 
thing was more common in Ruffia, and in all 
Afiatic kingdom?) than for crowned heads to 
marry their own fubjeSs ; but that a poor ftran^ 
ger, who hati been taken prifoner in the ftorm*- 
ing of a town, (hould become the abfolutc fove- 
reign of that very empire, whither ibe was led 
captive, is an inftance which fortune and merit 
never produced before nor fince in the annals of 
the world. 

The Ruffian arms proved equally fuccefsful 
in Ingria ; for their half gallies on the lake La** 
lioga compelled the Swedillh fleet to retire to 
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Wibourg *, a town at the other extremitjr of 
this great lake, from whence they could fee the 
fifge of the fonrefs of Notehourg, which was 
then carrying on by general Sheremeto. This 
was an undertaking of much greater importance 
than was imagined at that time, as it might 
open a communication with the Baltic Sea, the 
conftant aim of- Peter the Great. 

Notebourg was a firon^ fortified town, builb 
on an ifland in the lake Ladoga, which it en- 
tirely conftmands, and^ by that means, whoever 
IS in poiTeffien of it, muft be mafters^f that*pfiit 
of the river Neva, which falls^'intathr-fea nof^ 
far from thenoe. The Ruffians bombarded the^ 
town night and day^ from the iSth September 
to the 1 2th of Odober; and. at^ length gave a - 
general aflault by three breachess The Swedifk 
garrifon was reduced to an hundred men, only 
capable of defending the - place; and what is* 
very aftoni(bing> they did defend it, and obtain^ 
ed, even in the breach, an honourable capitt»- 
httion: moreover, colonel Slippembac, who^ 
commanded' there, would nor* furrcnder the 
town, but on condition of being permitted to 
lend for two Swedifh officers from the neareft 

poft, to examine the breaches, inor- 
0£t* xfr; der to be witnefie» for him to the 

king hie mafter, that eighty-three- 
men, who were all then left of the garrifon 
capable of bearing arms, befides 156 fick and 
wpunded, did not furrender to a whole army, till 
it was impoffible for them to fight longer, or to 

^ Thtt ^011 a niftake ; our author probably meant to fafr 
Kercholme^becmli Wiboarsi$^&9t-0n the lake Laiofai Wit 
ta ^ gttlf h oCFinlaad* 

pre-- 
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fre&Tve the place. This cifcumftance alone • 
Acw9j what fort of an enemy the czar had tO' 
contend with, and the neceflity there was of all 
his great efforts and military difcipline. He 
diftributed gold medals amone his officers oi» 
this occafioh, and gave rewards to all the prU 
rate men ; except a few, whom he punifiied 
for running away during the aflault. Their 
comerades fpit in their faces, and afterwards 
ihot them to- deaths thus adding ignominy to 
punifliment. 

Ifotebourg was repaired, and its name chang* 
ed to that of SUuiflelbourg^ or the city of the 
Key, that place being the key of Ingria and Fin- 
land. The firft governor was that MenzikofF 
whom we have already mentioned, and wbo« 
was become an excellent ofEcert and had me- 
rked this honour by his gallant behaviour du- 
ring the fiege. His example ferved as an encoi^* 
r^gement to all who have mefit, without being? 
diSinguiflied by birth. 

After this campaign of 1702, the czar refold- 
ed jthat Sheremeto, and the officers who had 
Cgnalized themfelves, ihould make a triumphal 
entry into Mofcow. AH the prifon- pv 
ers taken in; this campaign marched ^^* "• 
in the train of the vi£lorsj who had theSwediik 
colours and ftandards carried before them, to^ 
gether with the flag of the Swedi(h frigate taken) 
on the lake Peipus. Peter affifted iskthe prepa* 
rations for this triumphal pomp, as he had (bar* * 
ed in the great a£lions it celebrated. 

Thefe (hews naturally infpired em^ationi. 
othecvfife they would have been no more than 
idle oftentation. Charles defpifed every thing of 
thii kind, aods «fter the battle of Narva, held his 

enemieST^ 
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cciemies, their efforts, and their triumph'^, m^ 
equal contempt. 



C H A F. XIIK 

Reformation at M O S CO W. 

Further fucceiles. Foundings of Peteilborg. Thi^ 
czar takes Nacva^ iic. 

The yearTPHE fliort ftay which thie czar made 
1703. X at Mofcow, in the beginning of 
the winter 1703, waaen9)>ioyedin feeing all hit- 
new regulations put into execution^ and in im-^ 
proving the civil as weir asmtlitaiy government. 
Even his very^ amufementa were calculated to^' 
infpire his fubjeds with a tafte for the new^ 
inanner of living he had introduced' amongft 
them. In this view he invited all the boyafda> 
and principal ladies of Mofciiw, to the marrw 
age of one of bis fillers, at which every one was 
requited to appear drellid after the ancient fa-^ 
fhion. A dinner was ferved up juft in the fame 
msnner as thofe in the i^th century *• By ati 
old fuperilitiious coftomV no (^e was to light a; 
fife oD the wedding*day, even in fhe coMeft fea- 
fon; This cuftom was rigoroully obferved lipotv 
this occa(ion«i The Ruffians forn^erly never 
drank wine, but only mead^ and brandy i no 
other liquors were permitted on this day, and, 
V^hen the guefts made tomplaint^, he replied, . 
in a joking: manner, ^VThis was ^ cuftdm with 
<« your anceflorSj, and old ctifioms are alv^iiys'^B 

e^Takea fiotft tkt iMins] of PMer tif Grcst; . 

5*th6^ 
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^^thcbeft." This raillery contributed greatly 
to the reformation of chofe who preferred paft* 
times to the prefent^.at leaft it put a flop to« 
their murmurings; and there are feveral nations •« 
that fiand in need of the like e*xample. 

A flillmore ufeful eflabliihnitfnt than any of 
' jthe reft, vh\s that of t printing prefs for Ruffian- 
and Latin types, the implements of which were- 
all brought frooi Holland. They beggn by print* 
iag tranflations iathe Ruffian language of feve- 
ral books of morality and polite literature. Fer- 
gufon founded fdhools for.geometiy« aftronomy, . 
and navigation. 

Another foundation no left neceffiiry, waa^ 
that of a large hofpital, not one of thofe houfea 
.which encouraged idleneft^ and perpetuate the 
jBifery of the peoplt^.but fuch as the czar hadt 
feen at Amfterdam, where old perfona and chil- 
dren are employed at work, and where every 
ene Ivithtn the walls are made ufeful in. fotne* 
way or otlien-. 

^ He-cftabliiked feveral nanufadurer; and at > 
fison as he had put in, motion all thofe arts ta 
ovhicb he gave birth in Moicow, he haftened to 
Woronitz, ta give dicedlions for building two 
fliips of 80 guns^ eacb with long cradles or ca* 
ferns fitted to the ribs of thevefleU to buoy herr 
up^ andcarrv her fafely oyer the flieals aitd. 
banks of fand that lay about Afoph ; an ingeni'^ 
ous contrivance, fimilar to that ufed by the 
Dutch. in Holland^ to get their, lar^e fliipa ov^r 
the Pampus. 

Having made all the neceflary preparationt 
^agaihft the Turks, he turned his attention in the, 
next {dace again& the Swedes. He went to vifit ? 

thCL; 
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the fhips that were building at Olo«~ 
March 30. nitzy a town between the lake** 
1703. Ladago and Onega, where he had- 
eftabiilhed a foundery for making 
all kinds of arms*; and when'%very thing bore a 
military afped^, at Mofcow flourilhed all the 
arts of peace. A fpring of mineral watcia> 
which ^as been lately difcovered near Olonitz^ 
has added to the reputation of that place* From 
thence he proceeded to Shluflelbowg, which bti 
fortified. 

We have already obferved, that Peter was de^ 
termined to pafs regularly thro\aIl the military* 
degrees : he had ferved as lieutenant of bombar- . 
deers under prince Menzikoff, before that fa* 
vourite was made governor of Shlufielbourgy 
, and now he took the rank of captain^ and (crved 
-under marfbal Sheremeto. 

Ther« wa» an important fortrefs near the 
hke Ladogay and nol far from the river Neva^ 
named Nyantz or Nya *• It was neceilary tQ 
make himfeif mafier of this place, in order to 
fecure his conquefts, zj^d favour his other de- 
jfigns. He therefore undertook to tranfport a 
number of final! barks» filled with foldiers, and 
to drive off the Swediih veflels that were brings 
ing fupplies, while Sheremeto had' 
May la* the care of the treiKhes. The cttj^ 
del furrendered^ and two Swedifh 
veflels arrived too late to affift the befieged, be« 
ing both attacked and taken by the czan His 
journal fays, that, as a reward for his fervice^ 
^ The captain of bonibardeers was created 
^ knight of the order of St. Andrew by adrnfral: 
♦*Golowin, the.firft knight of that order." 

* Stmt writcn call it Kjeafcbants* 

Attm 
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4MiDer the taking of the fort of Nya, he refolv- 
«d upon building the city of Pcterfburg, at the 
mouth of the Neva, upon the gulph of Fin* 
land. 

The afiaiff of king Auguftui were in a de* 
fperate way ; tbeexceffive vi£iortes of the Swedes 
in Poland had cmfoidened his enemies in the 
oppofition, and even his friends had obliged him 
to difmift a body of to,ooo Ruffians that the 
•czar had fent him to reinforce his army. Thejr 
thought bv this facrifice to deprive the' malcon- 
tents of all pretext fiM- joining -the king of Swe- 
den : but enemies are difarmcd by force, a (hew 
'Of weaknefs ferving only to make them more 
tnfolent. Thefe 20,000 men that had been tlti^ 
cipltned by Patkul proved of infinite fervice in 
Livonia and Ingria, while Auguftus was lofing 
his dominions. This reinforcement, an3 above 
all the pofleffion of Nya, enabled the ^czar lo 
found his new capital. 

It was in this barren and marCby fpot of ground, 

which has comnntnication with the main land 

only by one way, that Peter laid the foundation 

-of Peteriburg, in the 60th degree of latitude, and 

'«the 44th and an half of longitude. The ruins 

of fome of the baftions of Nya was niade ufe 

of for the firft ftones of the foundation *• They 

began by building a fmall fort upon one of the 

iflands, which is now in the center of the city. 

« The Swedes beheld,^ without apprehenfion, a 

fettlement in the midft of a morafs, and inac- 

<effible to veflels of burden ; but in a very 

fiiort time they faw the fortifications advanced, 

a town raifed, and the little iiland of Cronftadt, 

• Pftcrftufi WIS founded oa Whitfundtv, the >7th May 
4703' 

fituated 
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^'fituated cveragainft k, changed in .t.704 Jflto 
•an impregnable fortrefs, under the cannon df 
^which even the largeft fleets may ride in fafety. 
Thefe works, which Teemed to require a tinie 
of profound peace, were carried on intheyery 
faofom of war, workmen of everj^fort werecalli- 
cd together from Mofcow, Aftracan^Cafan, and 
the Ukmine, to affift in building the new city* 
Neither the difficulties of the ground, that was 
^o be rendered firm and ratfed, the diftance of 
the necefiary materials, the unforefeen obftacles 
which are for ever darting up in all great un* 
•idertakings ; nor, laftly^ the epidemical difof/- 
der which carried off a prodigious number of 
4he workmen, could difcourage the Royal Foun* 
tier ; and, in the fpace of five months, a new 
city acofe from the ground. Itis true, indeed^ 
it was little better than a clufter of hats, widi 
^nly two brick houfes furrounded by ramparts.; 
but this was all that was then nece(&ry. Time 
' and perfeverance accomplifhed the jeft. In lefs 
^han five months after the founding of Petetf* 

burg, a Dutch (hip came to trade there, 
Nov. the captain of which was handfomely 

rewarded, and the Dutch foon found 
^he way to Peterfturg. 

While Peter was directing the eftabliihment 

of this colony, he took care to provide every 

. day for its fafety, by making- himfelf mafter of 

the neighbouring pofts. A Swedifli colonel,* 

named Croniort, had taken poft on the river 

'Seftra, and thence threatened the rifing city. 

Peter, without delay, marched againift 

July.8. him with his two regiments of guards, 

defeated him, and pbliged him to. re- 

pafs the river. Having thus put bis tQwnin 

fifetyi 
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iS9tfctyy he repaired to Olonkz, to give direfin 
.ens for biiildiog a number of fmall vef- 
^fels, and afterMrards returned . to Peterf- Sept* 
.:bttrg, on boaid a frigate tkat had been 
>built by his.diredUon, taking with bim fix tran(- 
.port vefiels for prefent ufc, till the others couM 
^e got ready. Even at this jun£lurehe 
.did not forget his ally the king of Po- .N#v. 
.land, hut Jent him a reinforcement of 
I2»000 foot, and a fubfidy in money of. joo^ooo 
^rubies, vwhic.h make .rabout ri^ 500,000 French 
^itvres*. It;ha8'heen remarked, that his annual 
revenue did !. not. exceed then ^5,000,000 ru- 
, bles ; .a fuoi, which the expence of his fleets, 
^«f his armies, and of his new ^ftablifhmenta, 
r feemed more than fufficient to exhauft. He had, 
..almoft at one and the fame time, fortified No- 
^ vogorod, Plefkow, Kiow, :J5molen(ko, Aibph, 
.Archangel, and founded .a capital. Notwith- 
flanding.till which, he.had ftill a fufficiency left 
to aifift his ally with men and money. Corne^ 
lius Je Bruine, a D^ttchman, who was on his 
travels, and at that time in ^Ruflia, and with 
whom he frequently converfed very freely, as 
indeed he, did -with all Grangers,, fays, that 
theczar.hiihfelf aiTured him, that he had ^ftill 
.300,«>00 drujbles ^remaining in his coffers, after 
^all the expenceaiof the war were defrayed. 

In order to put his infant city of Peter(burg 

t^outof jdangcr.ofinfultf he went in perfon to 

found thc/depth oft witer thereabouts, fixed upon 

a piace^for bi^Iding the fort of Cronftadt | and, 

•.)after.>. making theimodel of it ici wood with his 

4f>wn hakids^ he famplcqred prince-MenzikofF to 

v» Abont 6o,ooQ 1. fterlij^. . 

> ' -.' put 
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-put it in execution. From thence be wemt# 
pafs the winter at Mofcow^ in order 
Nov. 5. to eftabli(b» by degrees, the^ feveral al- 
terations he had made in the laws^ 
•manners, and cufioms of Ruffia. He regulated 
the finances, and, put them upon anew footing. 
He ex{.>edited the works that were carrying on 
iti^he Woronitz, at Afoph, and in an harbour 
which he had cauftrd to be made on the Palus 
J^asotis, under the iort of Taganrock. 

Jan. 1 704. J The Ottoman Forte, alarmed at 
thefe preparations, fent an'emba^ to the czar, 
complaining thereof: to which Jie retuvned for 
anfwCT, that he wa& mailer in ^is own domani- 
x)nfl, as well as the Grand Seignior was inTurky, 
and that it was no infringement of the peace* to 
render the H^an power r^efpefiable on the 
£uxine fca. • 

March 3d. J ' Upon his return to Peterfbui^, 
finding bis new citadel of Cronfiadt, which had 
4)een founded in the bofoni of the fea» com- 
pletely finiflied, he furniibed it with the necef- 
i'ary artillery. But in order to fettle himfelf 
.firmly in Ingria, a^d cnttrelv to repair the dif- 
^raoi he had fufFered before Narva, he efleem- 
cd it nectary to take that city. While he was 
making preparations for the fiege^ a finall fleet 
appeared on the lake of PeipttS) to oppofe bis 
deligns. The Ruffian* half ^aJleys went out to 
meet them, gave t^iem battle, and tocdc the 
. whole fquadron, which bad -on board. 98 pieces 
of camion* After this vi£lory, the czar lays 
' iiege !to Narva bo tb by fea and land, 
April, arid, which was mctft extraordinary, iie 
lays fiege to the city of Derpt in £ftho- 
nia at the fame time* 
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'W'ho would have imagined, that there was an 
^miiverfity in Derpt ? Guftavus Adolphus had 
founded one there, but it did nat render that 
city more famous, Derpt being only known by 
thefe two fieges. Peter was inceflantly going 
from the one to the other, forwarding the -at- 
tacks, and direding all the operations. The 
Swedifli general Stippembac was in the neigh- 
bourhood of Berpt, with a body of'2500 men. 
The befiegcrsjexpcaed every inftant, when 
he would throw fuccours into the place; but 
Peter, on this occafion, hadrecourfe to aflrata- 
gem, worthyof more frequent imitation. Reor- 
dered two regiments of foot, and one of horfe, to 
be cloatbed in the fame uniform, and to carry the 
fame ftandards and colours as the Swedes. Thefe 
iham Swedes attack the trenches, and the Ruifi* 
jr ans ptctend to be put tp flight, the gar^- 

June a/. pj(Q„^ deceived by appearances, make 
a faliy ; upon which the mock combatants 
join their forces, and fall upon the Swedes, one 
half of whom were left dead upon the place^ 
andthe reft made (hift to get back to the town. 
Siippembac arrives foon after with fuccours to 
relieve it, but is totally defeated. At 
July 313. length Derpt^ was obliged to capitu- 
late, juft as the cwr was preparing 
leveiy thing for a general aflault. 

At Ibe fame time, Peter met with a confider- 
able che^k on^the fide of his new city of Pcterf- 
iurg ; but this did not. prevent him either frpqi 
{[oing on with the works of that place, or, from 
vigoroufly profecuting the fiege of Narva. It 
iksis already been obferved, that he fent a rein- 
tfoxccmcnt of troops and money to king Auguf* 
'tuS) when his enemies were driving him from 
I his 
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his throne ; but both thefe aids proved ufelefs. 
The Ruffians having joined the Lithu- 
July 31. anians in the intereft of Auguftus, 
were totally defeated in Courland by 
the Swedifi) general Lewenhaupt : and had the 
vipers diredied their efforts towards Livonia, 
Efthonia, and Ingria, they might have deftroy- 
ed the czar's new works, and baffled all the fruits 
of his great undertakings. Peter was every day 
fapping the brcaft-work of Sweden, while 
Charles feemed to negledl ail refiftance, for the 
purfuit of a lefs advantageous, tho! a more bril- 
liant fame. 

On the 1 2th July 1704, only a fingle Swe* 
difli colonel, at the head of his detachment, 
obliged the Polifli nobility to nominate a new 
king, on the field of eIe<9ion, called Kolo, near 
thecity of Warfaw. The cardinal, primate of 
the kingdom, and feveral bi(hops, fubmitted to 
a Lutheran prince, notwithilanding the mena* 
ces and excommunications of the fupreme pon- 
-tiff. In ftiort, every thing gave way to force. 
All the world knows in what manner Staniflaus 
Leczinfky was eledied king, and how Charles 
Xn. obliged the greateft part of Poland to ac- 
knowledge him 

Peter, however, would not abandon the de- 
throned king, but redoubled his afltftance, in 
proportion to the neceffities of his ally; and 
while his enemy was making kings, he beat 
the Swedilh generals one aftei: another in Eftho- 
nia and Ingria, from thence he paiTed to the 
fiege of Narva, «nd gave feveral vigorous af- 
faults to the town. There were three baftions, 
famous at leaft for their names, called Vidory, 
Honour, and Glory. The czar carried them all 

three 
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three fword-in-hand. The befiegers forced their 
way into the town, where they pillaged and 
exercifcd all tbofe cruelties which were but too 
cuftomary at that time, between the. Swedes and 
Ruffians. 

' ^Aug. 20.] Peter, on this occafion, gave an 
example, that ought to have gained him the 
affedions of all his new fubjedls. He ran 
every where in perfon, to put a ftop to the pil- 
lage and flaughter, refcues feveral women out 
of the clutches of the brutal foldiery, and, after 
having, with his own hand, Icilled twoof thofe 
ruffians, who had refufed to obey his orders, 
he enters the town-houfe, whither the citizens 
had ran in crowds for flielter, and laying his 
fword, yet reeking with blood, upon the table, 
** This fword, faid he, is not ftained with the 
'* blood of your fcllowrcitizens, but with that 
** of my own foldiers, which 1 have fpilt to favc 
«* your lives." 



I 1 CHAP. 
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C H A P. XIV. 

rPiTER the Great keeps poffeffion t>f all Im- 
gria, while Charles XII. is triumphant ia 
other places. Rife of MenzikofF. ,Pcterf- 
burg fecured. The czar executes his defigiw 
notwithftanding the victories of ihc king af 
Sweden *. 

The year!) E T E R being «ow mailer of tfll 
1704. JL Ingria, conferred the governroeiit 
of that province upon MenzikofFj and at the 
fame time gave hrm the title of prince, and ihe 
rank of major general. Pride and prejudice 
might, in other countries, find means to gainfey, 
that a paftry-cook's boy fliould beraifed to beji 
general and governor, and to princely dignity ; 
but Peter had already ^ccuftomed bis'fubje<£is'to 
fee, without furprife, every thing given to me- 
rit, and.nothing to mere nobility. . MenzikofF, 
b'y a lucky accident, had, while a boy, beea 
taken from his original obfcurity, and placed in 
jthe czar's family, f, where he learned feveral 

lan- 



^* Alt the foregoing chapters, tin! likewlfe thofe which fol* 
loA-, are taken from »he,journ-h of Peter the Great, and th« 
pj|)crs f.nt mefrm.Pctcrfburg, cacefuUy compared with oth«r 
DKJnoifS. ; 

*!' -MertzHtofTs parents weretaffels of the monaftcry of Oof- 
-mopoly : at the age cf thirteen, 4ic went to Mofcow, and wat 
taken into the ferrice of a paflry-coqk. His employment was 
finging ballads, »od cryiog puff^ and cakes about the ftrccts. 
One day, as he wai following this occupation, the crar hap- 
pening to hear him, and to be diverted with one of hia fong% 
fert for k'-m, a^nd afked kim if he would fell his pies and his 
^bai?.;l? The bojr anfweredf that his bufmefs was to fell his 
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)iiig«ges, and acqunrmi a knowledgeof public 
affairs, both in the cabinet and fidd ; and hav-- 
iiig found means. t0 ingratiate himfelf with hjs 
.iiiafier, he afterwards knew how to render him- 
felf neceflar^* He greatly forwarded the works 
at Peterfburg, of which he had the dire^Slipn; 
feveral. brick and ftone»houfes were already built, 
with an arfenal and magazines ; the fortifica- 
tions were compleated, but the palaces were not 
built till fome time afterwards. 

Peter was fcarcely fettled inNarva^ when he- 
ofFisred freih &iccours to the dethroned king of 
Poland ;. he promifed him a body of troops over 
and above the ia,oco men he had already fent 
htm, and actually difpatched general* 
JKepnin, from the frontiers of Lithu* Aug. 19. 
ania, with fix thoufand horfe, and . 
the fame number of foot. AH this while he did 
not lofe figbt of hb colony - of Peterfburg, The 
buildings went on very faft ; his navy encreaf- 
cd daily ; feveral (hips and frigates were on the 
ftocks at Olmutz ; thefe be took care 
to fee finifliedy and brought them 0&, ii.- 
himfelf intQ the harboiur of Peterf'^ 
bttrg. 

1^ but be mvft iSc 1i!f fnaftef*t leave to fell hif baikct ; yet, ' 
ar every thing beloii|ed to hk prince, hit imjeily bad enlf to 
Ujr bit coirinands iipoA bim. Tbe etu wai fo pleafed with 
this anfwer, that he immediately ordered him to coutt, where 
be' gave him at fnfk a mean eraploymedt ; b»t being every day 
iD^re plcafed with hit vnt, he thought fit to place him about bit 
jntok, aad ta nake hini groem of bit btjd-charobrr, from 
whence he gradually raifcd bim to the highefi preferoirotf. . He' 
was tall and Well-lhaped; At his firft eeming into the czar*t 
fetvice, he inlkled. It^l^ F^rt*t cQtnpstnf, erkl acquired, undci^ 
. ffhiat gencral't ii»Ar«AaAt> tfl$^ i| d^ree of knowledge and. ^>U, 

as enabled bim to ccmmajid armiet, and to become oneoflbe 

IfftveS isd Moft foccefifiil generalt in Rnifia« « 

I 3 Each 
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Each time he returned to Mofcow, was dif- 
tinguifhcd by triumphal entries. In 
Dec. 30. this manner did he revifit it this year, 
• from whence he made only one ex- 
curfion, to be prefent at the launching of his 
firft (hip of 80 guns upon the Woronitz, of 
which (hip he himfelf had drawn the dimeniions 
the preceding year. 

May 1705.} As foon as the campaign could 
be opened in Poland, he haftened to the army^ 
which he had fent to the affiftance of Auguftus, 
on the frontiers of that kingdom j but while he 
was thus fupporting his ally, a Swedifh fleet put 
to fea (o deftroy Pcterfturg, and the fortrefs of 
Cronflot, as yet hardly finiflied. This fleet 
confifted of 22 (hips of war, from 54 to 64 
guns each, befides fix frigates, two bomb-ket- 
ches, and two fireftips. The troops that were 
fent on this expedition, made a defcent on the 
little ifland of Kotin ; but a Ruflian colonel, 
named Tolbogwin, who commanded a regi- 
ment there, ordered his foldiers to lie down flat 
on their bellies, while the Swedes 
June 27. were coming on (bore, and then 
fuddenly rifing up, they threw in 
fo briflc and well dire<fted a fire, that the 
Swedes were put into confufion, and forced 
to retreat with the utmoft precipitation to 
their (hips, leaving behind them all their 
dead, and upwards of three hundred prifon- 
ers. 

However, their fleet ftill continued hovering 
about the coaft, and threatened Peterfburg. 
They made another.dcfcent, and were repulfed 
as before; a body of land-forces were alfo ad- 
vancing 
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vancing from Wiburn *, under the command ot 
the Swcdifli general Meidel, and took their 
route by Shluflelbourg : this was the moft con- 
fiderable attempt that Charles had yet made 
upon thofc territories, which Peter 
had cither conquered or new formed. June 25. 
The Swedes were every where re- 
pulfed, and Peterfturg remained in fecurity. 

Peter, on the other hand, advanced towards 
Courland, with a defign to penetrate as far as 
Riga. His plan was to make himfelf matter of 
Livonia, while Charles XIL was biified in re- 
ducing the Poles entirely under the obedience 
of the new king he had given them. , The czar 
was ftill at Wilnaw in Lithuaniaj and his gene- 
ral Sherenieto was approaching towards Mit- 
tau, the capital of Courland j but there he was 
met by general Lewenhaupt, already famous by 
feveral vidtories, and a pitched battle was fought 
between the two armies at a place called Gcma- 
verlhofF, orGemavers, 

In all thofe adions, where experience and 
dtfcipline decide the day, the Swedes, tho' infe- 
rior in number, had the advantage. 
The RufEans were totally defeated, June 28. 
and loft all their artillery. Peter, 
notwithftanding the lofs of three battles, viz. 
at Gemavers, at Jacobftadt, and at Narva, al- 
wiiys retrieved his lofles, and even converted 
them to his advantage. 

• Mr, dc Voltaire calls this city Wiburg, Jn this and Comt 
other plac«8 ofhis hiflory. The French are not always very at- 
tentive U the l-ight nanr.es of places, but heie it it. of feme con- 
ie^ueiice. Wibarg is th« caf>ital of Jutland in Denmark. Wi - 
burnj the city here meant, is the capital of Carelia in KuHiaa 
Finland. 

I 4 After 
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After the battle of Gemavers, he marched hif?> 
army into Cotixland ; came before Mittau, made, 
hinifelf oiafter of the town« and afterwards laidt 
fiege to the citadel, i^hich he took by. capitula*- 
lion. 

Sept. 14. 1705*] The Ruflian troops at that, 
time had the charafier of diiiinguifhing their 
fticcefles, by rapine and pillage; a cirilomof too* 
great antiquity in aU nations. But Peter, at the 
taking of Narva, had made fuch alterations in, 
thiscuftom, that Ihe Rui3ian foldiers appointed: 
to guard the vaults, where the grand dukes of 
Courland were buried, in the caflle of Mittau,^ 
perceiving that the bodies had been taken out of: 
th<jir tombs, and ftript of their ornaments,- re-r 
fufed to take pofTeifion of their poft, till a Swe-* 
difli colonel had beep firft fcnt for toinfpeffc the- 
condition of the place; who gave them a cer->. 
t48cate that:thjs outrage, had be^acommittted by. 
the Swedes themfelves. 

A rumour which was fpread throughout. the- 
whole empire,., that' the czar h^d beea totally,* 
defeated at the battle of Gemavers, proved of 
greater prejudice to his affairs, than even the 
Jofs of that battle. The remainder of the ancient-. 
Strelitzers in garrifon at Aflracan, embolden- 
ed by this falfe report, mutinied, and murdered 
, the governor of the town. . Peter was obliged 
to fend marflial Sheremetow, with a body of- 
ferees to quell the iafurredUoni and puniih the 
mutineers. 

- Every thing feemed now to confpire againft 
the czar ; the fuccefs and valour of Charles • 
XII; the .misfo<rtunes of Augullus; the forced 
Beutrality ofDeniKiark. ; the itiftfrreftionof the 
%d<iiftnt Strelitzers.j,, the muraiur$ of a people, 

lenftblc 
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fSnfibleof therefiraint.but not of the utility of 
the late reform ; the difcontent of the grandeeSf 
who found themfelvesfubjeded to military difci* 
pline I and Ia(lly,the exhaufled ftate of the finan- 
ces, were fufficient to have difcburaged any prince 
except Peter ubut he did not dcfpond, even for 
an in ftant* Re foon-^uelled the revolt, and hav- 
ing provided for the fafety of Ingria, andfecur* 
ed the qi^ofieffion of the citadel of Mittau, in 
fpite of the vidorious Lewenhaupt, who had not 
troops enough to oppofe him ; he found himfelf 
at liberty to march an army thro' Samojitia,- 
and Lithuania. 

He now (bared with Charles Xll. the glory 
of giving laws to Poland. He advanced a$ far as 
Tikoczin ; where he had an interview for the 
fecond time with king Auguftus ; when he en- 
deavoured to comfort hitn under his misfortunes, 
promifing to revenge his caufe, and at the fame 
time made him a prefent of tome colours, which 
Menzikoff had taken from the troops^ of hisri-' 
val. The two monarcbs afterwards went to^ 
gether to Grodhov the capital of Lithuania, 
where they ftaid till the 15th of December. At 
their parting, Peter prefented him both men and 
money, and theti, accdrdihg to his ufual cufiom^ 
Went to pa& fome part of the winter at 
Mofcow, to encourage the arts ^nd 30 D^c^ 
fcienccs there, and to enforce his new 
laws there, after having made a very difficult 
and laborious campaign. 



1.5 CHAP. 
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While Peter is flrengthening his conquefls, and 
improving the police of his dominions, his 
enemy Charles Xfl., gains feveral battles : 
gives laws to Poland and SaXony, and to 
Auguftus, notwithftanding a vidory gained 
by the Ruffians. Auguftus refigns the crown, 
and delivers up Patkul the czar's ambaflador. 
Murder of Patkul, who h fentenced to be 
broke upon the wheel. 

The year TJETER was hardly returned to 
1706. Jt Mofcow, when he heard that 
Charles XII. after being every where vidorious, 
was advancing towards *Grod no, to attack the 
Ruilian troops. King Auguftus had been ob- 
liged to fly from Grodno, and retire with pre- 
ccpitation towards Saxony, with four regiments 
of Ruffian dragoons ; a ilep whij^h both 
weakened and difcouraged the army of his pro- 
te£lor, Peter found all the advances to Grod- 
no occupied by the Swedes, and his troops dif« 
per fed. 

While be was with the greateft difficulty af- 
, femb]ing his troops in Lithuania, the famous 
Schulembourg, who was the laft fupport Au- 
^uilus had left, and who afterwards gained fo 
mufh glory by the ddence of Corfou againft 
the Turks, was advancing on the fide of Great 
Poland, with about twelve thoufand Saxons, and 
fix thoufand Ruffians, taken from the body 
troops with which the czar had entrufled that 

unfor- 
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unfortutiate prince. Shulembourg expefled with' 
juflreafon, that he (hould be able to prop the 
iinking fortunes of Auguftus ; he perceived that 
Charles XII. was employed in Lithuani^^, and 
that there were only a body of ten thoufand 
Swedes under general Renfchild to interrupt his 
inarch ; be therefoie advanced with confidence 
as far as the frontier?of Silefia ; which is the paf- 
fage out of Saxony into Upper Poland. When- 
he came near the village of Frauftadt, on the 
frontiers of that kingdom, he met marfhal Ren* 
fchild, who was advancing to give him battle. 

Whatever care I take to avoid repeating what 

has been already mehtioned in' the hiftory of 

Charles XII. I am obliged in this place to take 

notice once more, that there wsTs in the Saxoji 

arnjy a French regiment,. that had been taken 

prifdners at the famous battle of Hocfted (or 

Blenheim) anxl 4:>bliged to ferve in the Saxori 

troops. My memoirs fay, that this regiment 

had the charge of the ' artillery, and add, that 

the French, ftruck with thie fame and reputation 

of Charles XII. and difcontented with the Saxon 

fervice, laid down their arms as foon as 

Feb. they came in fight of the enemy, and 

dcfired to be taken into the SWedifti 

army, in which they continued to the end of the 

war. This defeftion was as the beginning, or 

fignal of a total overthrow to the Ruffian army, 

of which no more than three battalions were 

faved, and almoft every man . of thefe was 

wounded ; and as no <juarter was granted, the 

remainder was cut in pieces. 

Norberg the chaplain pretend?, that the Swe- 

diQi wc^d at this battle was, *' In the name of 

** God/' and that of the Ruffians,** Kill all ;"'b Jt 

16. it 
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it WA$ (he Sv^det who killdi alt in God's iiftBirj 
The czar bimfelf declares in one of bis mani* 
fefto'« \ that a number of Ruffians, . Coi&cks^ . 
and Calmucks, that had been made priibher^y 
^ere murdered in cool Mood three, daya after 
that battle* The tJregular trpops on both fides. . 
had stccuftomed their general to tberecruekiet^. 
than which greater were never committed in* 
the mod barbarous times. I had the honour to^ 
iielir kingStaniilaus himfelf fay^ that in one of- 
tfaofe engagements^ which were fo frequent in> 
Poland, a KufSan officer whd had formerly beeh: 
one of his friends, cante to put himfelf under his . 
protedion, after the defeat of the corps he cofn-> 
manded ; and that the Swediih general Siein- 
)iok (hot him dead with a piftol^. whi4e he held^ 
htm in his arms. 

This was the fourth battle the Rtifnans liltd 
loft againft the Swedes^. MrithOut reckooing the 
other yiaories of CharlesXlL in Poland. The 
char's troops that were in Grodno, ran the rifk. 
of fuffering a ftill greater difgrace, by being fur- 
founded on ajl fides ; but he fortunately found 
9»eans to get them together, and even to ftreng- 
then them with new reinforcemeots« But nc- 
ceflitatcd.at once to provide for the fafety of this, 
army» and the fecurity of his conquefts in Ingria^ 
]he ordered prince M^roikoff to march with the 
airmy under his command eaftwardj and froai> 
thence fouthward .as far as Kiew. 

While his jnen were upon their ma^ch> he 

repairs to Shlufielbourg) froi^ thence to; 
Aug. Narva, and to his colony of Peterftur g,,. 

and puts thofe places in a pofture of de« 

' '*>- 7)» uar*s sumfcilo in the VktMint 1 709 • 

fence.. 
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(tme. From tht Baltic he flfes to the banks of 
the Borifthenes, to enter into Pola<id by tfreway. 
of Kio^, making it ftill hts chtef care to ren- 
der thofe vi^oriea of Ch«rles, which he had not 
been able to prevent, of as little* advantage to 
the viAor as poiBble. At this vtry time he me« 
ditatcd a new conqweft ; namely, that of Wi* 
bomrg, the capital of Carelia, fitoated on the 
gulph of Finland. He went infeafon 
to lay ftege to this place, but' for thie OQi 
time it withftbod the power of W« arms ; 
fuccours arrived/in feafoh^ aodhe was^ltged to 
raife the fiege, Hik rival Charles Xll. did not 
in fa£fc make any conqtiefta, tho' he gained fo 
many battles : be \^s at tha^ time in purfuitof 
king Augttftus in. Saxony, being always more 
joient upon httmblingthatprinee, and crulhing 
bim beneath the weight of his fupcrior power 
and reputation, than upon recovering Ingria, 
that had been wrefte'd from .him by a yanquUihed 
enemy. « ^ 

He i'pread terror thro' all Upper Poland, Sife* 
iia, and Saxony. King Auguftus'a whole fa- 
mily^, his mother j his wife, his fon, and the 
fMfincipal nobilicy of the country,-were retired 
tiito. the heart of the empire. Auguftus now 
fued for peace,, chufing rather to truft himfelf to 
the mercy of his conqueror, than in the arms of- 
ills protcSor. He entered into a treaty which 
deprived him of the crown of Poland, and co- 
vered him at the fame time with ignominy. This 
was a private treaty, and vras to be concealed 
firoim th^ czar's > generals, with whom he had 
taken refuge in Poland, while Charles XII. was^ 
giving laws inLeipfick, and a<Sling as abfolute 
ma&er throughout his^eledorate« 

iJis 
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His plenipotentaries had already finned the 
fatal treaty^ by which he not only divened him- 

felf of the crown of Poland, but pro* 
Sept. 14. mifed never more to afiiime the title 

of king i .at the fame time he recog- 
nized Staniflaus, renounced hia alliance with the 
czar his benefa£tor» and, to cbmpleat his humi- 
Uation, engaged to deliver up to Charles XII. 
John Reinold Patkul, ' the czar*9 ambaflador 
and general in the Ruffian fervice, who was 
then a3ually fighting his caufe. He had fome« 
time before ordered ratkul to be arrefted upon 
falfe fufpicibns, contrary to the law of nations*; 
and now, in dire£i violation of thefelaws, he de* 
liyered him up to his enemy. It had been bet* 
ter for him to have died fword*in-hand, than to 
have concluded fuch a^ treaty : a treaty, which 
not only robbed him of his crown, and of his re- 
putation ; but likewife endangered his liberty, 
becaufe he was at that time in the power of 
prince MenzikofF in Pofnania, and the few 
Saxons that he had with him were paid by the 
•Ruilians. 

Prince MenzikofF was oppofed in that diflrift 
by a Swedifh army, reinforced with a flrrong 
party of Poles, in the intereft of 4fae new king 
Staniflaus, under the command of general Ma- 
derfeld; and not knowing that Auguflus had en- 
gaged in a treaty with the enemies of Ruflia, 
had propofed to attack them, and Aggufius did 
not dare to refufe. The battle was fought near 
Kalifh, in the palatinate belonging to 
Oil. 19. Staniflaus ; this was the firft pitched 

battle the Rufliaris had gained againd 
ihe Swedes. Prince MenzikofF had all the 
glory of the aflion, four thoufand of the enemy 

were 
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.^ere left dead on the field, and 2598 wei'e made 
prifoners. 

It is difficult to cooiprehend how Auguftus 

jcould be prevailed on, after this battle, to ratify 

a treaty which deprived him of all the friiiis of 

.hisvi£iory. But Charles was ftill triumphant 

in Saxoivy, where bis very name fpread terror. 

The fucceis of the Ruffians appeared fo incon- 

fiderablt', and the Polifli party againft Auguftus 

was fo flrong, and, in fine, that monarch was fo 

ill-advifed, that he figned that fatal convention. 

Neither did he flop here : he wrote to his envoy 

Finkfteiri a letter, that was if poffible more 

fhameful than the treaty itfelf ; for therein he 

aiked pardon for having obtained a victory, 

<* protefting, that the battle had been fought 

** againft his will } that the Ruffians and the 

«« Poles, his adherents, had obliged him to it ; 

^< that he had with a view of preventing it, ac- 

/< tually made fome movements to abandon 

«« MenzikofF; that Maderfeld might have bea- 

<* ten him, had he had made the moft of that 

.** opportunity; that he was ready to reflore all 

/' the Swedifb prifoners, or to break with the 

** Ruffians; and that, in fine, he would give the 

.** king of Sweden all poffible faiisfaflion," for 

having dared to beat his troops. 

This whole affair, unparalleled and incon- 
ceivable as it is, is neverthelefs ftridly true. 
When we refled, that, wrth all this weaknefs, 
Auguftus was one of the braveft princes in Eu- 
rope ; we may plainly perceive, that the lofs or 
prefervation, the rife or decline of empires, are 
• entirely owing to fortitude of mind. 

Two other circumftances concurred to com - 
pleat the difgrace of the kingof Poland elector of 

Saxony, 
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Saxony, am) heighten tb^^ibufe whicbCharlesXlI*-^ 
made Df his good fortune; the firftwas his obJig* 
ingAugudiis to write aleUer of congratulation to 
the new king Staniflaus on*'his eleSion: the fc- 
cond was terrible, he even compelled Auguflus 
to deliver up Patkul, the czarV ambaflador and ^ 
general *; It is fufficiently known to all Eu- 
rope, that this mlnrfter was afterwards broke 
alive upon the wheel at Cafimir in thib montk ' 
of September 1707. Norbcrg the chaplain con- - 
ftflcs that the orders far his execution were alt '"■ 
-written in Charleses own hand*' 

There is not a civilian in all Europe, nay" 
even the vileftHave, but mail feel the whole' 
horror of this barbarous Jnjuflice. The firft 
crime of this unfortunate man-was, the having: 
made an humble repref^^ntationof the rights and ' 
privileges of his country, at the head oi fix Ll- 
vonian gentlemet}^ who were fent as deputies *> 
from the whole province : having been con- 
demned to die forfulfilling the firft of duties, » 
that of fervtng his country agreeable to her laws* 
This iniquitous fentence put him in full pofief- 
fion of a right, which kll mankind derive from - 

•• The impitptiality of an hlfl orlan obliges ur m A:t placr * 
to ad?ertire cur readers, that it was net the fault of Anguftw, 
that Patlcui wa< delivered up to the kiAg of Sweden $ Aa'guf- 
to» having privately fent ordera to the comraaadant of thir ^rt 
of Konig^jn, where Parkul was then confined, to ' fcffer hia 
prifoncr to make bis efcape in tinie. Bot the tvaiice of thir 
cfficec proved fatal to^lie life at the iinhappy c«ptive,.and to the- 
character of bis own prince; for while he waa cndeavooring to 
fiaak et he beft bargain he could for himfelf, the time Hipt in- 
•onceivably away i aad while they were yet dcbtttdg upon the 
price of the propofed releafement, the guards fent by Cbar!e» 
came and demanded Patkul in the name of their fovereign. 
The commandant was forced to obey, and the unhappy tidim'^ 
waa deUveted up, contrary to the inteAtivoi of Atiguaua. 

nature^ / 
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luifure, that of chufing his country. Being 
made afterwards ambaflador to one of the grea^- 
fed monarchs in the univerfe, his perfon thereby 
became facred. On this occafion the law of 
force viotatcd that of nature and nations. In 
former ages cruelties of this kind were hidden in 
the blaze of fucccfs> but now they fully the glory 
ofaconqtieror^ 

GHAP. XVI. 

Attempts made to fet up a third king of Poland* 
Charles XIL fees out from Stfxony with a 
pdv^rerful acmy, and marches thro' Poland in* 
a. victorious manner. Cruelties committed. 
Condufl of the czar. Succefles of the king 
of Sweden^ who. at length advances towards 
Ruffia. 

The year/^HARLES Xri. enjoyed the fruits 
1707. V>.fOf his good fortune in Altran-- 
ft^dt near Leipfick, whither the proteftant 
princes of the German empire repaired iii droves 
to pay homage to him^and implore his pro«4 
teftton. He received ambafladafs from almoft 
all the piotenfates of £urope. The emperor 
Jofeph impUcttly followed his dirredions. Hetetf 
then perceiving tharking* Auguflus had renoun<^ 
ced his proteSion and his own crown, and that ^ 
part 6f the Pdlifc^nation had acknowledge | 
•d 9taniflaus, litliefied to the propofals *'. ' 
n>ade him^by YdJcova of chufing a third king. 

A diet was held at Lublin, in which ieveral 

of the palatines were propofed ; and among o- 

tbers, prince Ragotfki was put upon the Wtt^ 

- . that 
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that prince, who was (o long kept in prifon 
when young by the emperor Leopold,, and who 
afterwards when he procured his liberty was his 
competitor for the throne of Hungary. 

This negociation was puflied very far, and 
Poland was on the point of having three kings 
at one time. Prince Ragotlki not fuccced- 
ing, Peter-thought to beftow the crown on Si- 
miaufki, grand general of the republic ; a per- 
fon of great power and intereft, and head of a 
third party, that would neither acknowledge 
the dethroned king, nor the perfon • elefted by 
the oppofed party. 

In the midft of thefe troublei, there was a 
talk of peace, as is cuftomary on the like oc- 
cafions. BefTeval the French envoy in Saxony 
interpofed, in order to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion between the czar and the king of Sweden. 
It was thought at that time by the -court of 
France, that Charles, having 'no longer either 
the Ruffians or Poles to fight againfl-,' might 
turn his arms againft the emperor Jofeph, with 
whom he was not on very good term^^ and on 
whom he had even impofed feveral laws dur- 
ing his ftay in Saxony. But ' Charles made 
anfwer, that he would treat with the czar in 
Mofcow. It WZ8 on this occaiibn that Peter 
£aid, . " My brother Charles wants to aft the 
'^ Alexander, but* he fhall not find a Darius in 
« me." 

The Ruffians however were ftill in Poland, 
^hd were in the city of Warfaw, while the king 
whom Charles .XIL had fet over^the Poles was 
hardly acknowledged by that nation. In the 
mean time, Charles was enriching his army with- 
the fpoils of Saxony. 

Aug. 
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Aug. 22.] At length he began his march 
from Altranftadty at the head of an army of 
45)000 men ; a force which it Teemed impoC- 
fible for the. czar to withftand, feeing he had been 
enftirely <iefeatfed by S,ooo only at Narva. 

Aug. 27.] It was in. paffing by the walls of 
Drefden, that Charles made that very extraor- 
dinary vafit to king Auguftus, which, as Nor- 
berg fays, « will ftrikc poflerity with admi- 
" ration." It was running an unaccountable 
ri(k, to put himfelf in the power of a prince 
whom he had deprived of his kingdom. From 
thence he continued his march thro' Silefia, and 
r(C-entercd Poland. 

This country had been entirely ravaged by 
war, ruined by fadHons, and was. a prey to every 
kind of calamity. Charles continued advancing 
with his army through the province of MufcQ- 
vi:^, and chofe the nrieft difficult ways he could 
^ take. The inhabitants, who had taken Ihelter 
in the morafles, refolved to make him at leafl 
pay for his paiTage. Six thoufand peafants dif-- 
patched an old man of their body to fpe'ak to 
him : this man, who was of a very extraordinary 
figure, clad in white, and armed with two ca- 
rabines, made a (peech to Charles ; but as the 
< ftanders-by did not very well underftand what 
. he faid, they,^ without any further ceremony, 
difpatched him in the midfl^of his harangue, 
and before their king's face. The peafants, in 
.a rage, immediately withdrew, and took up 
-arms. All who could be found were feized, 
and obliged to hang one another; the laft 
. was compelled to put the rope about his neck 
himfelf,. and to be his own executioner. All 
their houfes were burnt, to t)ie ground. Thjs 

faa 
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h& is attcfled by Norbcrg, who wsismn cyc^n^rit*- 
neffi, and therefore cannot be contradidcd, a»^- 
it cannot be related without iafpiring hofror. 

The year 1 708, iicb. 6^] ♦ Charles being ar- - 
rived within a few leagues of Grodno in Lithir— 
ania, is informed of. the czarV being there in 
perfon with a body< of troops; upon which, 
without ftayiiig to deliberate, he takes only 
800 of his guardsy and fets but for Grodna. A 
German: offioer» named Mulfels, who con(i- 
nianded a body of troops, pofted at one of the - 
gates of the town, iiiaking no doubt, when he . 
faw Charles, but that he was followed by his 
whole army, inftead of difputing the pafiage 
with him, leaves it open, apd takes to flight* 
The alarm is now fpread through* the whole 
town J everyone imagines th^ whole Swedi& - 
army already entered $ the few Ruflians who ^ 
made any reftftance, are cut in pieces by the -: 
Swedifli guards; and all the officers ailure the- 
czar, that the viflorious army had madeitfeif' 
matter of the place. Hereupon Peter retreatr» 
behind the ramparts, and Charles plants a guard ^ 
of thirty men,, at the very gate thro' which tbe ^^ 
tsar had juft before entered. . 

In this confiifion, fome of the jefuitsy whofe-* 
college had been taken to accommodate the-- 
king of Sweden^ as being the handfomeft flruc* - 
turein the place; went by nighs to the czar,., 
and for this time told the whole truth. T^oa 
thiS) Peter immediately returns into the town, , 
ai>d forces the Swedifli guards. An engage- 
ment enfoes in the ftreets and pubtic places;^ 
but, at length, the whole Swedifii army appear- 
ing in fi^t, the czar is obliged fo yield tty-- 
fo^eriornumbers, juid leaves tkt town in the- 

band*;:* 
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bands ^of the viftoi, who made all Poland 
■ treotplc* 

Charles had augmented his forces in Livo- 
via and ^Finland, and Peter had every thing to 
fear, not only for his^conqudb on thisiide, toge- 
ther with tlioie 4n Lichu»iia, but alfo for his 
ancient territories^ and even for the city of 
Ma&oW Jtfelf. He was obliged then to pro- 
vide at once for the fafetyof afl thefe diiFer^nt 
places, jat fuch a dtftance from each other. 
Charles xam.d not make any rapid conquefti to 
theeaftward of Liduiania in the depth of tvtn- 
ter, and>inAmar(hy country, fubje<it to epide- 
mical dtibrders^ which had been fpread by po- 
verty.and faminefnim Warfaw as far as Minfkt; 
Peter pofted his troops {o as to command the 
, paiTes of the rivers, guarded ^alJ the important 
pofis^ and did every thiiig in his power 
April 8. to impede^che^marchesof his enemy^ 
:aiid. afterwards haftoncdto :ptit things 
ul^a4>rof>eT'fttuatton atPeterflburg. 

Though JCbafleswa» lording it in Poland, he 

took nothiog from theczar.4 but Peter, by the 

ttfehemrade of his new fleet:, by landing his 

inKlS>s in ^iiiland^^by the. taking and difmatit- 

ilihg the cown of fiorgau,iand'by feiiB- 

, May ra. ang a -great booty, was 'procuring 

many real and great advantages - to 

hinifelf, and dtftrefling his enemy. 

Gturles, atter be'mg detained a long time in 
Lithuania by continual rains, at length reached 
-the little riverof Berrzine, fome few leagued from 
the JBoitfthenes. Nothing could withftand {us 
a£kiviey ; kc :threw a briige over the rhrer m 
fight of the Auffians; boat ^a dciachment that 
guarded the paifiigej and got to Holoiin on the 

river 
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river Bibitrch, where the czar had pofted a con«' 
fiderable body of troops to check the impetuous 
progcefs of his rival. The little river of Bi- 
hitfch is only a fmall brook in dry weather;* 
but at this time it was fweHed by the rains' to 
a deep and rapid ftream. On the other fide was 
a morafs, behind which the Ruffians had thtown 
up an intrenchment for above a quarter of a 
league, defended by a large and deep ditchy and 
covered by a parapet, lined with artillery. Nine 
regiments of horfe, and eleven of foot, were 
advantageoufly pofted in thefe lines, fo that 
the paiTage of the river feemed impradicable. 

The Swedes, according to the cuftomW war, 
got ready their pontoons, and ereded batteries 
to favour their pafTage ; but Charles, virhofe im- 
patience to engage would not let him brook the 
leaft delay, did not wait till the pontoons were 
ready. Marfhal Schwerin, who ferved a long 
time under him, has afllired me feveral times, 
that one day that they were to come to afti-. 
on^ obferving his generals to be very bufy in 
concerting the neceflary . difpofitions, faid tartlf 
to them, " When will you have done with this 
<< trifling ?*' and immediately advanced in per-^ 
fbn at the head of his guards, which he did par- 
ticularly on this memorable day. 

He flung himfelf into the river, followed by 
his regiment of guards. Their numbers broke* 
the impetuofity of the current, but the water-was 
as high as their (boulders, and they could make 
-HO u]e of tbek firelocks. Had the artillery of 
the parapet been but tolerably well ferved, or 
bad the infantry but levelled their pieces in a 
proper manner> not a jQngle Swede would have 
cfcaped. . , ^, 

^ July 
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July 25.] The king, after wading the river, 
pafied the morafs on foot. As foon ae the army 
had furmountcd thefe obftacles within fight of 
the Rui&ans, they drew up in order of battle, 
and attacked the enemies entrenchments feven 
different times^ and it was not till the feventh 
attack that the Ruffians gave way. By the ac- 
counts of their own hiftorians, the Swedes took 
but 12 field-pieces, and 24 mortars. 
• It was therefore evident, that the czar had 
at length fucceeded in .disciplining bis troops, 
and this victory of Holozin, while it covered 
Charles XII. with glory, might have made him 
fenfible of the many dangers he muft have to 
encounter in adventuring into fuch diftant coun* 
tries, where his army could march only in fmall 
bodies, through woods, morafies, and where he 
would be obliged to fight out every ftep of his 
way ; bat the Swedes, being accuftomed to car- 
ry all before them, dreaded neither danger nor 
fatigue *. 

* What would tbofe Swedes £iy» were they living, to fee the 
pitiful figure their defcendants have made in this war ? 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XYIL - 

Charles XH. crofies the Borifibeoes, pcfrm^ 
trtttes into the Ukraine, ^but concerts his mea^* 
fures badly. One of his armies is defeated hff 
P£T&K. the Great : he lofee his Aipply of 
provifions and aqitnunition : advances for<- 
ward through a defert country ; ^his adven* 
tureson ttieoTkraine* 

The year A T laft Charles arrives on the bdr- 
1708. x\ ders of the Borifthenes, at a 
fmall town called Mobilow. This was the im« 
portant fpot where he was to be determinedi 
whether he fhould dirc6l his march. eaftwgrd to- 
wards Mofcow, or fouthwards tdw^rds the U*- 
kraine. His own army, his friends, his ene^*- 
mies, all expefted that he woiild direft his 
courfe immediately for- tlie capital of Rtiffia> 
Which ever way he took, Peter was following 
him from Smolenlko wi^ a itrong army.; no 
one expe£^ed that he would turh towards thfe 
Ukraine. He was induced to take this flrange 
refolution by Mazeppa, hetman of the CofTacks, 
who being an old man of feventy, and without 
children, ought to have thought only of ending 
his days in peace : gratitude (bould have bound 
him to thexrzar, to whom he was indebted for 
his prefent dignity ; but whether he had any real 
caule of complaint againfl that prince, or that 
he was-daszled with the luftre of Charles's ex- 
ploits, or whether, in time, he thought to make 
himfelf independent, he betrayed his benefac- 
tofj and privately efpoufed the interefls of the 

king 
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VtUg of Sweden, flattering himrelf with the 
hopes of engaging bis whole nation in rebellion 
with bimfelf. 

Charles made not the lead doubt of fubduin;}; 
the Ruffian empire, as foon as his troops (houl j 
be joined by fo warlike a people as the Coflaclcso 
Mazeppa was to fumiih him with what prQvifl* 
ens, ammunition, and artillery he (hould want i 
befides thefe powerful fuccours, he was to be 
joined by aa army of i6 or 17,000 men out of 
Livonia, under the command of general Lew- 
cnhaupt, who was to bring with him a prodi- 
gious quantity of warlike ftores and provifions* 
Charles was not at the trouble of reflecting, 
^whether the czar was within reach of attacking 
this army, and depriving him of thefe necefTary 
fupplies. He never informed himfelf whether 
Mazeppa was in a condition to obferve his pro* 
mifes ; if that CofTack had credit enough to 
^change the difpofition of a whole nation, who 
are generally guided only by thtir own opinion ; 
or whether his army was provided with fuAci- 
-ent refources4n cafe of an accident ; but ima- 
;gined, if Mazeppa fhould prove deficient in abi- 
Tities or fidelity, he could truft to his own var 
lour and good fortune. The Swedifh army then 
advanced beyond the Boriflhenes towards the 
Defna : it was between thefe two rivers, that he 
expeded to meet with Mazeppa. His march 
was attended with many difficulties and dangers, 
ron account of the badnefs of the road, and the 
inany parties of Ruffians that were hovering 
about thofe regions. 

Sept* II.] MenzikofF, at the head of fomc 

horfe and foot, attacked the king's advanced 

guard, threw them into difordcr, and killed a 

^ number 
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number of bis men* He loft a greater number 
of his own, indeed, but that did not difcourage 
him. Charles immediately haftened to the field 
of battle, and with fome difEculty repulfed the 
Ruffians, at the hazard of his own life, by en- 
gaging a party of dragoons, by whom he was 
furrounded. All this while Mazeppa did not 
appear, and proviiions began to grow fcarce. 
The Swedifh foldiers, feeing their king ibare 
in all their dangers, fatigues, and wants, were 
not difpirlted ; but tho' they admired his cou- 
rage, they could not refrain from murmuring 
at his condu£t. 

The orders which the king had fent to Lew- 
enhaupt to march forward with all hafte, to 
join him with the neceffary fupplies, were not 
delivered by twelve days fo foon as they fhould 
have been. This was a long delay as circum- 
ftances then ftoad. However, Lewenhaupt at 
length began his d^arch. Peter fufFered him to 
pafs the Borifth&es ; but as foon as his al-my 
was got between that river and the lefler ones, 
which empty themfelves into it, he crolTed over 
after him, and attacked him with his united 
forces, which had followed in different corps at 
equal diftances from one another. This battle 
was fought between the Borifthenes and the 
Soffa *. 

Prince Menzikoff was upon his return with 
the fame body of horfe, with which he had late- 
ly engaged Charles XII. General Baur followed 
him, and the czar himfclf headed the flower of 
his army. The Swedes imagined they had to 
deal with an army of 40,000 men^ and the fame 

« In the Rdfllaa language Soe^a. 

was . 
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was believed for along time on the faith of their 
relation : but my late memoirs inform me, that 
Peter had only '20,000 men in^ this day*s en- 
gagemeiit> a number not much fuperior to that 
of the enemy : but his vigour, his patience, his 
unwearied perfeverance, together with that of 
his troops, animated by his prefence, decided 
the fate« not of that day only, 1>ut of three fuc- 
ceffive days> during which the fight was renew- 
ed at different times. 

• They made their firft attack upon the rear of 
the Swedifli army, near the village of Lefnau, 
from whence this battle borrows its name. 
This firft (hock was bloody, without 
OH. 7. proving dccifive. Lewenhaupt re- 
treated into a wood, and thereby fav* 
cd his baggage. The next morning, when the 
'Swedes were to be driven from this wood, the 
fight was ftill more bloody, and more to the ad- 
vantage of the Ruffians. Here it was that the 
czar, feefing hii troops in diforder, cried out to 
fire upon the runaways, and even upon himfelf, 
if they fa w him turn back. The Swedes were 
repulfed, but not thrown into confufion. 

At length a reinforcement of 4000 dragoons 
arriving; he fell upon the Swedes a third time, 
who retreated to a fmall town called Profpock, 
where they were again attacked ; thiey then 
marched towards the Defna, the Ruflians ftill 
purfuin? them ; yel they were never broken, 
but loft upwards of 800©. men, 17 pieces of 
cannon, and 44 colouris: the czar took 56 offi* 
ccrs, and near 900 private men prifoners, and 
the great convoy of provifions and ammunition 
that were going to Charles's army, fell into the 
hands of the conqueror. 

K 2 This : 
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This was the firft time that the czar In per-^ 
Ton gained a pitched battle againft an enemf 
who had diftinguiflied himfelf by fo many 
vidories over his troops : he was employed in a 
general thankfgiving for his fuccefs, when he 
dreceived advice, that general Apraxin had late^ 
ly gained an advantage over the ene- 
Sept* 17* my in Ingria, fome leagues from 
Narva, an advantage lefs confider- 
able indeed than that of Lefnau ; but this con- 
currence of.fortunate events greatly raifed the 
hopes and courage of his troops. 

Charles XIL heard 6( thefe unfortunate tid- 
ings, juft as he w^s ready to pafs the Defna ia 
the Ukraine. Mazeppa at length joined hkn^ 
but inftead of 20,000 men, and ah immenfe 
^Aiantity of provifions, which he was to liave 
brought with him, be came with only two regi- 
ments, and appe^ed rather like a fugitive ap- 
plying; for affiftance, than a prince, who was 
bringmg powerful fuccours to his ally. This 
<Coflack had indeed begun his march with near 
Hfteen or fixteen thoufand of his people, whom 
he had told at their iirft fetting out, that they 
were going againft the king of Sweden ; that 
they would have the glory of flopping that hero 
on his march, and that he would hold himielf 
eternally obliged to them for fo great a fervice. 

But when they came within a few leagues of 
-the Defna, he made them acquainted with his 
real defign, Thefe brave people received his 
declaration with difdain: they refufed to betray 
a monarch, againft whom they had nocaufe oif 
. complaint, for the fake of a Swede, who had 
invaded their country, with an armed force, and 
^ho, after leaving it, would be no longer able 
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f^defend them, but muft abandon them to this 
mercy of the incenfed Ruffians, and of the 
Poles, once their mafters, and always their ene- 
mies : ihey accordingly returned home, and 
gave advice to the czar of the defecSlion of their 
chief; Mazeppa found himfelf le^t with only 
two regiments, the officers of which were in his 
%mn pay» 

He was ftill mafter of fomc ftrong pofts in 
the Ukraine, and in particular of Bathurin^ the 
place of his refidence, looked upon as the capi^ 
tal of the country of the Coflacks : it is fituated 
near fome forefts on the Defna, at a great dif- 
tance from the place where Peter had defeated 
general Lewenhaupt* There were always fomc 
Kuflian regiments quartered in thefc diftri£ls. 
Prince MenzikofFwas> detached from the csar't 
army, and got thither by round-about marches. 
Charles-could not fecure all the paffes ; he did 
not evert know them all, and had neglieded to 
mike himfelf maSer of" the important poft of 
Starowdoub, which kads dire^Slly to the Bathu- 
rin, acrofs feven or eight leagues of foreft, thro* 
which the Defna dire£i§ ity courfe. His enemy 
had always the advantage of him, by being bet- 
ter acquainted with the country. 

MenzikofF and prince Galitzin, who had ac- 
companied him, eafily made their 
paflage good, and prefented them- Nov. 14V 
felves before the town of Bathurin, 
ivhich furrendered almoft without refinance, 
was plundered and reduced to afhes^. The Ruf- 
fians madethemfelves mailers of a large maga- 
^ne deftined for the ufe of the kino; of Swedery, 
and of all Mazeppa's treafures. The Coffacks 
icbofe anoUier Hctman, named Skoropafky, who 
K 3 was 
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was approved by the czar, who being willing 
to imprefs a due fcnfe of the enormous crime of 
treafon on the minds of the people, by a ftrik- 
ing example of jufiice, the archb^- 
Nov. 22. fhopofKiow, and two other pre- 
lates, were ordered to excommuni- 
cate Mazeppa publickly ; after which he was 
hanged in eiEgy, and fome of bis accomplicc9 
were broken upon the wheel. 

In the mean while, Charles XII. ftill at the 
heacl of about 25 Or 27,000 Swedes, who were- 
reinforced by the remains of Lewenhaupt's army, 
and the addition of between 2 and 3000 men» 
whom Mazeppa had brought with him, and ftill 
infatuated with the fame notion of making all 
the Ukraine declare for him, paiTed 
Nov. 15. the Defna, at fome diftance from Ba- 
thurin, and near the Borifthenes, in 
fpite of the czar's troops which furrounded him 
on all fides ; part of whom followed clofe in the 
rear, while another part lined the oppofite fide 
of the river to oppofe^his paftage*^ 

He continued his march through a defert 
country, where he met with nothing but burned 
or ruined villages. The cold began to fet in at 
the beginning of December fo extremely fliarp, 
that in one of his marches, near 2000 of his 
men perifhed before bis eyes :. the czar's troops 
did not fufFer near fo much, bmng better fup- 
plied ; whereas the king of Sweden's army, be>- 
ing almoft naked, was neceflarily more expofed 
to the inclemency of the weather. 

In this deplorable fituation, count Piper» 
chancellor of Sweden, who never gave his mas- 
ter other than good advice, conjured him to 
halt, and pafs at leaft the fevereft part of the 

win- 
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winter, in a fmall town of the Ukraine, called 
Romna, where he might intrench himfelf, and 
get feme provifions by the help of Mazeppa ; 
but Charles replied, that '^ he was not a per* 
*' fon to fhut himfelf up in a town." Piper 
then intreated him to repafs the Defna and the 
Boriflhenes, to return back into Poland, to put 
his troops into winter-quarters, of which they 
flood fo much in need, to make ufe of the Po- 
lifti cavalry, which was abfolutely neccffary ; to 
fupport the king he had nominated, and to keep 
in awe the partifans of Auguftus, who began 
already to beftir themfelves. Charles anfwered 
him again, *' that this would be flying before 
*< the czar, that the feaibn would grow milder, 
*< and that he muft reduce the Ukraine, and 
** march on to Mofcow */* 

January 1709.] Both armies remained fome 
weeks inadive, on account of the intenfe- 
nefs of the cold, in the month of January 
1709; but, as foon as the men were <able to 
make ufe of their arms, Charles attacked all the 
fmall pofts that he found in his way; he was 
obliged to fend parties on every fide in fearch 
of provifions ; that is fo fay» to fcour the coun- 
try twenty leagues round, and rob all the pea- 
fants of their neceflary fubfiftence. Peter, with- 
out hurrying himfelf, kept a itriQ: eye upon all 
his motions, aod fuffered the Swedifh army to 
dwindle away by degrees. 

It is impoffible for the reader to follow the 
Swedes in their march through thefe countries ;' 
feveral of the rivers which they crofled are not 
to be found in the maps : we muft iiot fuppofe, 

• Thit it ackMwIedged bj Norberg himfclfi to), il. p. 263. 
K 4 that 
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that geographers are ^s well acquainted whli 
rhcfc countries, as we are with Italy, France,, 
and Germany; geography is, of all the arts,, 
that uhich lliU ftands the moft in need of im- 
movement : and ambidon has hitherto been- 
at more pains to def^late the face of the globe,. 
than to give a defcription^of it. 

We muft content ourfelvts then with know- 
>ng, that Charles traverfed the whole Ukraine 
i-n the month of February, burning the villager 
wherever he came, or meeting with others thztr 
had been laid in allies by the Ruffians. He, ad- 
vancing fouth-eaft, came to thofe fandy de- 
ferts, bordered by mountains that feparate the 
Nogay Tartars from the Don Coflacks. To* 
die eaftward of thofe mountains, are the altarr 
of Alexander. Charles was now on the other 
fide of the Ukraine, in the load that the Tar- 
tars take to Ruilia ; and when he was got there)' 
he was obliged to return back again to procure 
hibfiflencer the inhabitants, having retired with 
atl iheir cattle into their dens and lurking pla- 
ces, would fometimes defend their fubfiftence; 
againft the foldiers, who came to depfivc them> 
ofir. Siichof thefe poor wretches who xoald* 
be found, wefe put to death, agreeable to what^ 
are falfly called the rules of war. I cannot hertf 
forbear tranfcribing a few lines from Norbcrg *, 
*^ As an infiance, fays he, of the king's regard 
'' to juftice, I (hall infert a note, which he 
** wrote with' hie own hand to colonel HciU 
^* men. 

J V«li Hi page a794 

**CoIolleJ^ 
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•« Colonel, 

" I am very wcH^pIeafed that you have taken 

.^ thefe peafantSy whorcarrted off a Swedifb fol- 

<< dier ; as fopn as they are convided of the 

*^ crime,, let them be punifhed with deaths ac- 

** cording to the exigency of the cafe. 

'* Charles, and lower dowri, Bums." 

. Such are the fentiments of juftice and huma« 
nity (hewn by, a king's confeflbr; but had the 
peafants of the Ukraine had it in their power 
to hang up fome of thofe regimented peafants of 
£a{{ Gothland, who thought themfelves intit* 
led to come Jo far to plunder them, their wives, 
9^d families^ of their fubfiftence, would not the 
confellbrs and chaplains of thefe Ukrainers have 
had equal reafen to applaud their juftice ? 

Mazeppa had, for a connderable time, beeit 
in treaty with the Zaporavians, who dwell 
about the two fliores of the Boxifthenes, and of 
ivhom part inhabit the iflands on that river. It 
U this diviflon that forms the nation, of whom 
oiention has already been made in the firft 
chapter of this hiftory, and who have, neither 
wives nor families, and fubfift entirely by rapine. 
During tha winter tkey heap up provifions in. 
their ifiands, which they afterwards go and fell 
in the fummer, in the little town of Pultowa ; 
the reil dwell in fmall hamlets, to the right and 
left of this river. Altogether chufe a particular 
Hetman, and this Hetman is fubordinate to him 
of the Ukraine. The perfon, at that time, at 
the head of the Zaporavians, came to meet Ma- 
zeppa ; and thefe two barbarians had an inter- 
view, at which each of them had an horfe^s tail, 
K 5 and 
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and a club born before him, as enfigns of ho* 
nour. 

To (hew what this Hetraatit)f the Zaporavians^ 
and bis people were, I thiriK 'itf'not unworthy of 
hiftory, to relate the manner ^in which this treaty' 
was concluded. Mazeppa gave a great feaft to 
the Hetman of the Zaporavians, and his princi^ 
pal officers, who were all ferved in plate. As 
foon as thefe chiefs had made themfelves drunk 
with brandy, they took an oath {without ftir- 
ring from table) upon the Evangelifls, to fup- 
ply Charles with men and provifions ; after 
which they carried off all the plate and other 
table -furniture. Mazeppa's fteward rah. after 
them, and remonftrattd, that fuch behaviour 
ill-fuited with the dodrine of the gofpels oi* 
which they had fo lately fworn. Some of Ma- 
zeppa's domeftics were for taking the plate away 
from them by force j but the Zaporavians went 
in a body to complain to Mazeppa, of the un- 
paralleled aflFront offered to fuch brave fellows,, 
and demanded to have the fteward delivered up 
, to them, that they might puni{h him according • 
to law. This was accordingly complied with^ 
and the Zaporavians, according to law, tofted 
this poor man from one to another like a ball, 
and afterwards plunged a knife to his heart. 

Such were the new allies that Charles XIL 
was obliged to receive, part of whom he formed 
into a regiment of 2000 men 5 the remainder 
marched in feparate bodies againft the CofTacks 
and Calmucks of the czar's party, that were fta- 
tioned about that diftricSl. 

The little town of Pultowa, with which thole 
Zaporavians carry on a trade, wa*s filled with 
provifions, and might have ferved Charles for a 

place 
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place of arms. It is (ituated on thejiver Worfk* 
law, near a chain of mountains, which com- 
mand it on the north-fide. To the eaft ward is 
a vaft defert. The weftern part is the moft fruit'- 
ful, and the beft peopled. The Woriklaw 
empties itfelf into the Borifthenes, about fif- 
teen leagues lower down ; from Pultowa, one' 
may go northward, throw the defiles which 
communicate with the road to Mofcow, a paf* 
fage ufed by the Tartars. It is very difficult of 
accefs, and the precautions taken by the czar 
had rendered it almoft impervious ; but nothing 
appeared impoffible to Charles, and be depended 
upon marching to Mofcow» as foon as he had 
made hiaifelf mafter of Pultowa; with this 
▼iew he laid fiege to that town in the begin* 
ning of May* 
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CHAP. XVIIL 
Battle of PULTOWA; 

The ycarT TERE it was that Peter expcac*- 
1709. xJ. him ; he had difpofed the feve^ 
ral divifions of his army at convenient diftances 
for joining each other, and marching all toge- 
ther againft the befiegers: he had vifited the 
countries which furround the Ukraine ; namely, 
the duchy of Severia, watered by the Defna^, 
already made famous by his vidory ; the coun- 
try of Bolcho, in which the Occahas its fource ;: 
the deferts and mountains, leading to the Palus 
Maeotis ; and lately he had been in the neigh<^ 
bourhood of Afoph, where he caufed that har- 
bour to be cleanfed, new ifaips to be built, and. 
the citadel'of Taganroc to be repaired. Thus 
did he employ the time that pafled between the 
battles of Lefnaw and* Pultowa, in preparing for 
the defence of his dominions. As foon as he- 
heard the Swedes had laid fiege tothe town, he 
mufkred all his forces: the horfe, dragoons, in^ 
fantry, coflacks, and calmucksy advanced from^ 
different quarters. His army was well provided 
with necefTaries of every kind \ large cannon^, 
field-pieces, ammunition of all forts, provifions,. 
and even medicines for thefick: this was ano- 
ther degree of fuperiority which he had acquired^ 
over his rival. 

Qn the i5ih day of June 1709, he appeared" 
before Pultowa with an army of about 60,000 
effective men ; the river Worfklaw was between* 
him and Charles. The befiegers were encamp- 
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^ on the north- weft fide of that river; the Ruf-^ 
fians on the fouth-eaft. 

Peter afceads the river above the town, fixe* 
his barges, marches over with bis 
army, and draws a long line of en- July 3,. 
trenchments, which were be^un and 
compleated in one night inthe face of the enemy. 
Charles might then: judge, whether the perfon 
whom he had fo much defpifed, aird whom he 
thought of dethroning at Mofcow, underflood 
the art of war. This difpofition being made, 
Peter, pofted his cavalry between two woods, 
and.covered it with feveral redoubts, lined with 
artillery. Having thus taken all ttie 
July 6. neceffary meafures, he went to re* 
connoitre the enemies camp in order 
to form the attack. 

This battle was to decide the fate of Ruflia, 
Poland, and Sweden, and of two monarchs, oa 
whom the eyes of all Europe were fixed. The 
greateft part of thofe nations who were atten- 
tive to thefe important concerns, were equally 
ignorant of the place where thefe two princes 
twere, and oftheir fituatioa : but knowing that 
Charles XII. had fet out from Saxony, at the 
head of a vi£lorious army, and that he was 
driving his enemy every where before him, 
they no longer doubted that he would at length 
entirely crum^him ; and that as he had already 
given laws to Denmark,. Poland, and Germany, 
he would no«fir dictate conditions of peace ia the 
Kremlin of Mofcow, and make a new czar, af- 
ter having already made a new king of Poland.' 
} have feen letters from feveral public minifiers 
io their refpe^tive courts, confirming this ge- 
neral opinion* 

The 
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The rifle was far frem being equal between 
thefe two great rivals. If Charles loft a life, 
Itrhich he had To often^ and wantonly expoCed, 
there would after all have been but oqc herolefs 
in the world. The provinces ©f the Ukraine, 
the frontiers of Lithuania and of Ruffia, would 
then reft from their calamities, and a ftop would 
be put to the general devaftation, which had fo 
long been their icourge. Poland would, toge- 
ther with her traiquility, recover her lawful 
prince, who had been laftly reconciled to the 
czar his benefiador ; and laftly, Sweden, tho' 
exhaufted of men and money, might find mO'* 
tives of confoiation under her heavy loflTes. 

But if the czar periflied, thofe immenfe la- 
bours which had been of fuch utility to man- 
kind, would be buried with him, ai)d the moft 
extenfive empire ^n the world would again re- 
lapfe into the chaos from whence il had been fo 
lately taken. 

There had already been fome fkirmiifaes be«» 
Iween the detached parties of the Swedes and 
Ruffians, under the walls of the town. In one 
of thefe rencounters, Charles had been 
June 27. wounded by a ma(ket-ball, which had 
Ihattered .the»benes of his foot: he 
underwent feveral p^&iful operations, whidi he 
bore with his ufual fortitude, and had been con- 
fined to his bed fof fome days. In this condi- 
tion he was informed, that Peter intended to 
give him battle ; his notions of honour would 
not fufFer him to wait to be attacked in his en- 
trenchments. Accordingly he gave orders f«r 
quitting them, and was carried himfelf in a lit- 
ter. Peter the Great acknowledges, that the 
Swedes attacked the redoubts, lined wijCfa artil- 
lery, 
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lery, that covered his cavalry, with fuch obftU 
nate va1our,that, notwithftanaing theilrongeft re« 
fiftance, fupported by a continual fire, the enemy 
made th^mfelves mafters of two redoubts. Some 
writers fay, that when the Swedifh infantry 
, found themfelves in pofleffion of the two re« 
doubts, they thought the day their own, and 
began to cry out V iftory. The chaplain Nor- 
berg, who was at fome great diftance from the 
field of battle, am^ngft the baggage (which was 
indeed his proper place) pretends, that this waft 
a calumny ; but whether the Swedes cried out 
viSory or not, it is certain they were not vic- 
torious. The fire from the other redoubts was 
kept up without ceafing, and the reiiftance 
made by the Ruffians in every part, was as firm 
as the attack of their enemies was vigorous<i 
They did not make one irregular movement % 
the czar drew up his army without the entrench- 
ments in excellent order, and with furprifing dif<- 
patch. 

The battle now became general. Peter zAtd 
as major general ; Baur commanded the right 
wing, Menzikoff the left, and Sheremeto the 
' centre^. The a£lion lafted two hours : Charles 
« with a piftol in his hand went from rank to 
rank, carried in a litter, on the (boulders of his 
drabans ; one of which was killed by a cannon- 
ball, and at the fame time the litter was {batter- 
ed in pieces. He then ordered his men to car- 
ry him upon their p'tkes ; for it would have been 
difficult in fo fmart an adion, let Norberg {ay as 
he pleafes, to find a frefh litter ready made. 
^ Peter received feveral (hot thro* his cloaths and 
his hat ; both princes were continually in the 
midft of the fire, during the whole a£)ion. At 

length, . 
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kngdi, after two hours defperate engagement,* 
the Swedes were takea on all fides, and fell in- 
to confvfion, fo that Charles was obliged to Ay 
before him, whom he had hitherto held in fo 
much contempt. This very hero, who could 
not mount his faddle during the battle, now fled 
for his life on horfe^back ; neceffity lent him. 
firength in hit retreat ; be fuffered the moil ex- 
cruciating pain, which was-i{i<:reafed by the mor- 
tifying refledion of being vanquilhed without 
refource. The Ruffians reckoned 9224 Swedes 
left dead •n the field of battle, and between/.twa 
and three thouiand made prifoners in^he a£Uon^ 
the chief of which was cavalry* 

Charles XII. fled with the greateft precipi- 
totion^ attended only by 40,000 men» a few^ 
field pieces^ and a very fmall quantity of provi- 
fions and ammunition. He dire£led his march 
fouthward, towards the Boriflhenes, between 
the two rivers Worlhaw and Pfol, or Sol, in the 
county of Zaporavians. Beyond theBoriflheneS) 
are vaft defarts, which lead to the frontiers of 
Turky* Norberg affirms, that the vigors durft 
not purfue Charles ; and yet he acknowledges 
that prince MensikofF appeared on the neigh- 
Tul 7. ^^^^^ heights, with iQjCco horfc, 
J y ^ ' and a confiderablc train of artillery,^ 
while the king was paffing the Borifthenes. 

Fourteen thoufand Swedes furrendered them- 
jfelves prifoners of war to thefe 10,000 Ruffians ; 
and Lewenhaupt,.who commanded them, fign* ^ 
ed jhe fatal capitulation, by which he gave up 
thofe Zaporavians who had engaged in the fer* 
vice of his mafter, and were then in the fugitive 
army. The chief perfons taken prifoners in the 
battlet and by the capitulation, were count El- 
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^er, the firft minifter, with two fccrctarics of 
ftate, and two of the cabinet,, field marfhal 
Renfchild, the generals Lewenhaupt, Sblippen* 
bac, Rozen, Scskelber, Creutz^ and Hamiltoni. 
with three general aides -de-caoipy the auditor 
general of the army,, fifty-nine ftaiff-officers, 
five colonels, among whom was the prince of 
Wirtemburg, 16,942 private men and^non- 
conKniffioned officers : in (hort, . reckoning the 
kings own domefitcs, and others, the con- 
queror had no lefs than 18,746 prifoners in his 
power, to whom, if we add 9224^ (lain in battle,^ 
and near 2000 men that pafled the BorUlhene» 
with Charles, it appears plainly, that he had, 
on that memorable day, no lefs than 27,000 ef- 
fedive men under his command *» 

Charles had begun his march froi^i Saxony 
with 45,000 men, Lewenhaupt had brought 
upwards of 1^6,000 out of Livonia, and yet fcarce 
an handful of men were left of all this powerful' 
army ; of a numerous train of artillery, part loft 
in his marches, and part buried in the morafies '^ 
he had now remaining only eighteen brafs cai>- 
non, two haubitzers, and twelve mortars, and 
with inconfiderable force, he had undertaken the 
iiege of Piiltowa, and had attacked an army pro- 
vided witJb a formidable artillery. Therefore he- 
is, with juftice, accufed of having fbewii more- 
courage than prudence, aften his leaving Ger* 
jnany.. On the fide of the Ruffians, there were- 

• Ths memoirt of Peter the Greats by the pretended boyard- 
Twan Neftefuranojr, printed at Amfterdam in X739f fay, that 
the king of Sweden, before he paifed the Boriftheoei , fent » 
general officer with propofals of peace to the exit. The four 
volumes of thefe memoirs are either a colle^ioA of vntruthi and. 
abfufditiea^ pr oonif ilationi fnm coshnon nt^i- paperi. 
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no more than fifty-two officers, and 1293 pri- 
vate men killed ; an undeniable proof, that the 
difpofition of tke Ruffian troops was better 
than thofe of Charles, and that their fire waa 
infinitely fuperior to that of the Swedes. 

We find, inithe memoirs of a 'foreign minifter to 
the court of Kuffia, th^it Peter being informed of 
Charles's defign to take refuge in Turky, wrote 
a friendly letter to him, entreating him not to 
take fo defperate a refolution, but rather to truft 
himfelf into his hands, than in thofe of the na- 
tural enemy to all chriftian princes. He gave 
him, at the fame time, his werd of honour 
not to detain him prifoner, but to terminate 
all their differences by a reafonable peace. 
This letter was fent by an exprefs as far as the. 
river Bug, which feparatcs the defcrts of the 
Ukraine from the Grand Seignor's dominions. 
As the meflenger did not reach that place, till 
Charles had entered Turky, he brought back 
the letter to his mafter. The fame minifter 
adds further, that he had this account from the 
very perfon who was charged with the letter *. 
This anecdote is not altogether improbable, but 
I do not meet with it either in Peter's journals, or 
in any of the papers intrufted to my care. What 
is ef greater importance in relation to this battle, 
was, its being the only one of the many that 
have ftained the earth with blood, that inftead 
of producing only deftru£iion, has proved be- 
neficial to mankind, by enabling the czar to 
civilize fo confiderable a part of the world. 

• This het IB llkewife fouad in a letter, {Printed before the . 
anecdotes of KuSR», page 23^ 

There 
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There have been more than two hundred 
pitohed battles fought in Europe from the com- 
mencement of this century, to the prefentyear. 
The moft fignal, and the moft bloody vidories, 
have produced no other confequences, than the 
redu^ion of a kw provinces, ceded afterwards 
by treaties, and retaken again by other battles. 
Armies of an hundred thoufand men have fre- 
quently engaged each other in the field ; but the 
greateft efforts have been attended with only 
flight and momentary fuccefles ; the moft 
trivial caufes have been produdive of the, 
greateft effects. There is no inftance in mo- 
dern hiftory of any war, that has compen* 
fated by even a better good for the many evils 
it has occafioned ; but, from the battle of Pul- 
towa, the greateft empire under the fun has de- 
rived its prefent happinefs and profperity. 



chap; 
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CHAP, XIX. 

Confcquencc* of the battle jof PuLTOw/ri- 
Qharl-£s XII. takes refuge among the 
Tiuks. Augustus, whbm he had dethro- 
ned, recovers his dominions. Conqucfts of' 
Pet a<a the Great* 

The year /TT^Hfi chief prifoners of ranir 
1709. X were now prefented to the 
conqueror, who ordered their fwordsto be returns 
ed, and invited them to dinner. It is a well known 
fa£^, that, on drinking to the officers, he faid, 
*«' To the health of my matters in the art of 
war." However moft of his mailers, particularly 
the fubaltern officers and all the private men>. 
were foon afterwards fent into Siberia* There 
was no cartel efiabliflied here for exchange of 
prifoners between the Ruffians and Swedes; the 
Czar indeed had propofed one before the fiege 
€){ Pultowa, but Charles rejedled the offer,* 
and his troops were in every thing the vi£lims of 
iiis inflexible pride. 

It was this unfeafonable obflinacy that occa- ^ 
fioned all the misfortunes of this prince in Tur- 
ky, and a fcries of adventures more becoming^ 
a hero of romance than a wife or prudent kingp 
for as foon as he arrived at Bender, he was ad- 
vifed to write to the Grand Vizir, as is the cuf- 
tom among the Turks ; but this he thought 
would be demeaning himfelf too far. The like 
obfiinacy embroihd him with all the miDifier» 
•f the Porte ont after another f ia ihort» he knew' 

iOOt^ 
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tftot how to accommodate himfcif either to times 
•orcircumftances.* * 

The firft news of the battle of Pultowa pro- 
duced a general revolution in minds and affairs 
in Poland, Saxony, Sweden, and Silefia. Charles, 
while all-powcrfi/l in thofe parts, had obliged 
the emperor Jofeph to take an hundred and five 
churches from the catholics in favour of the Si- 
lefians of the confeffion of Augsbourg. The 
catholicks then no fooncr received news of the 
defeat of Cftarlcs, than they repoffcflcd themfelves 
of all the Lutheran tcupJes. The Saxons now 
thought of nothing but being revenged for the 
extortions of a conqueror, who had cobbed them, 
according to their own account, of twenty three 
inillions of crowns. 

The king of Poland their eleSor im-medK 

ately protefted againfl the abdica* 

Auo". 8. tion that had been extorted from him* 

and being now reconciled to the Czar, 

^he left no ftone unturned to reafcend the PoJifh 

throne. Sweden, overwhelmed with confieriiati- 

dons, thought her king for a long time dead, and 

in this uncertainty the fenate knew not what to 

jefolvc 

Peter in the mean time determined to make 
thebeft ufeofhis viftory, and therefore difpatchcd 
marfhal Shercmeto with an army into Livonia, 
-on the frontiers of which province that general 
had (o often fignalizcd himfelf. Prince Menz- 
zikoff was fent in hafte with a numerous body 
jof cavalry to fecond the few troops Jcft in Po- 

• La Motraye, in the relations of hit travels, quctei a iettfr 

£rom Charles XII. to the Grand Yizir; but this letter is 

falfe, as are moft of the relations of that mercenary writer, and 

SKorber^ himfelf acknowledges that the kifl^ of Sweden never 

.eottld be prevailed on to write to the Vizir* 

land,. 
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hmdy to encourage the nobles who were in th^' 
intereft of Augaftus, to drive out his competitor* 
who was now confidered as no better than a re- 
bel, and to difperfe a body of Swedes and troops 
that were ftill left in that kingdom under the 
command of the general Craflau. 

The czar foon after fets out in perfon^ 
marches thro' the province of Kiow, and the pa« 
latinates of Chelm and Upper Volhinia, and at 
length arrives at Lublin, whete be concerts 
sneairiires with the general of Lithuania. He 
then reviews the crown- troops, who all take the 
oath of allegiance to king Auguftus i from thence 
he proceeds toWarfaw, and at The- 
Sept. i8. ra enjoyed the moft glorious of all 
triumphs, that of receiving the 
thanks of a king, whom he had reinftated in his 
dominions. There it was that he 
O^ob. 7« concluded a treaty againft Sweden, 
with the kings of Denmark, Poland, 
and Pruilia ; in which it was refolved to recover 
from Charles all the conquers of Guftavus A- 
dolphus. Peter revived the ancient pretcnfions 
of the czars to Livonia, Ingria, Carelia, and 
part of Finland ; Denmark laid claim to Scania> 
a{id the king of Pruffia to Pomcrania. 

Thus had Charles XIL by hisunfuccefsful 
valour, fhook the noble edifice that had been 
ercded by the profpcrous bravery of his anceftor 
.Guftavus Adolphus. The Polifh nobility 
came in on all fides to renew their oaths 
to .their king, or to a(k pardon for having de- 
feated him; and almoft the whole kingdom ac- 
knowledged Peter for its protestor, • 



To 
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• To the viaorious arms of the czar, to thefc 
new treaties, and to this fudden revolution, 
Staniflaus had nothing to oppofe but a volun- 
tary refignation : he publiihed a writing called 
Univer(ale, in which he declares himfeif ready tQ 
jfefign the crown, if the republick required it. 

Peter having concerted all the neceflary mea- 
fures with the king of Poland, and rectified tb« 
treaty with Denmark, fet out dire^Iy to finifh 
his negotiation with the king of Pruffia. It w^ 
not then ufual for fovereign princes to perform 
the fun£lton of their own ambafladprs. Peter wai 
the firft who introduced this cuflom, which hat 
been followed by very few. The elector of 
Brandenbourg, the firft king of Pruffia, had a 
conference with the czar at Marenverder, a 
fmall town iituated in the weftern part of JPo* 
merania, and built by the old Teutonic knight;, 
and included in the limits of Pruffia, lat^y erec- 
ted into a kingdom. This country indeed was 
poor, and of a fmall extent ; but its new king, 
whenever he travelled, difplayed the wtmoft 
magnificence ; with great fplcndor be had re* 
ceived czar Peter at his firft paffing thro' his 
dominions, when that prince quitted ihis empire 
to go in fearch of inftrudions. among ftrangers. 
But he received the conqueror of Charles XIJ. 

in a ftill more pompous manner* 
Oa. 20. Peter for this time cdncluded only a 

defenfive treaty with him, which af- 
terwards, however, compleated the ruin of 
Sweden. 

Not an inftant of time was loft. Peter having 
I»occeded with the greateft difpatch in hrs flego- 
ciatidns, which elfewhere are wont to take up 
fo much time, goes and joins his army then 

before 
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before Riga, the capital of Livoifia^ 
Nov. 21. he began by bombarding the wplace> 
and fired ofFthe4hreefirft bombs hinii'- 
felf ; then changed the fiege into a blockade^ 
and when well aflured, chat Riga could not 
efcape him, he repaired to his city of Peters- 
burg, to infpeft and forward the works carry* 
ing on thiere, the hew buildings, and finifhing 

o^his^eet; and having laid the Jceel 
©ec. 3. of a flw'p of 54 guns, with diis own 

hands,, he returns to Mofcow* Here 
he amufed himfelf with afiifting in the prepara- 
tions for the triumphal entry, which he exhibit- 
ed in that capital. He directed every thing re- 
lating to that feftival, and -was himfelf the prin- 
cipal contriver and architect. 

The year 1710, Jan. i.] He opened the 
•year 1710 with thisfolemnity, fo neceffary to hit 
fubjeds, whom it infpired with notions of gran- 
deur, and was highly pleafing to every one who 
had been fearful of feeing thofe enter tbcir walls 
as conquerors, over whom they^iow triumphed. 
Seven magnificent arches were crefled, under 
which p&fled ifl triumph the artillery, ftandards^ 
and colours, taken from the enemy, with their 
officers, generals, and miniilers, who had been 
made prifoners, all on foot, amidft the ringing 
of bells, the found of trumpets, the difcharge of 
an hundred piedes of cannon, and the acclama- 
tions of an innumerable concourfe of people, 
whofe voices rent the air as foon as the cannon 
ceafed firing. The proceffion was clofed by the 
viSorious army, with the generals at its head ; 
and Peter, who marcbedjin his rank of major- 
general. At each triumphal arch flood the de- 
puties of the feveral orders of the flate^ and at 

the 



Digitized by GoOgk 



Russian Empire. 197 

the laft WAS a ^ofen band of young gentlemen, 
the Tons of boyards, clad in Roman habits, who 
prefented a crown of laurels to their vt<2:oriouf 
Monarch. 

This public feftival was followed by another 
ceremony, which proved no lefs fatisfa^ory than 
the former. In the year 1708 happened an ac- 
cident the more difagreeable to Peter> as his arms 
"WQve at that time unfuccefsful. Mattheof his 
ambaflador to the court of London, having had 
his audience of leave of Queen Anne, was ar- 
retted for debt at the fuit of fome Engltfh mer- 
chants, and carried before a juftice of peace to 
give fecurity for the monies he owed there. 
The merchants infifted that the laws of com- 
merce ought to prevail before the privileges of fo- 
reign minifters ; the czar's ambaflador, and with 
him all the publick minifters, protefted againft 
this proceeding, alledging, that their perfons 
ought to be always inviolable. The czar wrote 
to Queen Anne demanding fatisfaAion for' the 
infult offered him in the perfon of his ambaflador. 

But the queen had it not in her power to 
gratify him, becaufe, by the laws of England, 
tradefmen were allowed to profecute their debt- 
ors, and there was no law that excepted pub- 
lick minifters from fuch profecution. • The 
murder ofPatkul, the czar's ambaflador, who 
had been executed they ear before by the orders 
of Charles XIL had encouraged the Englifli to 

fliew 

• The C3!tir, Tays the preface to lord Whitworth*i account of 
Ruflia, who had been abf^lute enough to civilize favaget^ ha4 
no idea, could conceive none, of the- prtvilegej of a nation c1« 
ViHttd in the only rational manner by laws and libertMs. He 
demanded imroediate and fevere puniftment of the offenders i 
he demanded it of a princ^t, w.botn he thought infiereftcd to af- 
. JL fe,t 
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ihew fo little regard toa ehara^er whiebtisfd 
i been fo cfuclly prophaned. The other pubtie 

fntnifters who were then at ihe court of London^ 
«.were obliged to be bound for the char's anv*- 



•ftrt the facrednefi of the fetfon* of tnooarchi, 't^tn ia their re- 

,,f refeftmivtt t and he demanded it with thraatt of wraeking his 

. vengiBaacc oa all Eogliih mtrciuMite and fvbja^, eftablUlic4 !• 

Bit dominioni. In thit licht the menaces woe formidable^ e* 

therwife, happily, the rights of the whole people were more fa. 

tred here than ihe perfent of foreign miniilefs. The eaat^a me« 

..noriala wged tht ^veea with tha fatiafa^oo which foe bcffolf 

. iiad estoited, when onJy the boat an4 iervants of the earl af 

IlaacheRer bad beeo infulted at Venice. That ftate had bro- 

>ken -through the fundamental laws, to content the ^oeen of 

. Gnat Britain. HownoUea piAnre of fo^maneat, whnr>« 

{Donarch that can force another nation to infringe Its coaftim- 

tioo, dare not violate bis own? . One^may imagine with what 

«. aifficufty onr fecretarres of flatc muft hava labourM thtovgh nH 

. the ambages, of phrafe in^JEagtifo* French^ German^ and Kn^ 

^fo explain to Mufcovlte ears and Muicovite luid'rtandiiagSy tiie 

meaning of iadiAments, pleadings, precedent*, juries and vcr- 

6i&i ; and how imjiatiently. Peter muft hate liftened to promifoa 

^^ a hearing nett term ? With what aftonifomtnt tnnA faa hate 

beheld A gnat ^ueao, angftging to endeavour to prevail an ]^ 

■ parliament to pafi an a£l to prevent any fuch outrage for th^ fu^ 

ture ? What hortour does it notrefleft on the memory of that 

^ncefii to own to an aiiritrary emperor, that even to appea(e 

)iim ihe dare not put thtmeaneft of her f»bjedato death na- 

condemned by I aw. There arc^ fays (he, in one of her 

iltrpatches to him, infuperable difficulties, wich refpeA to 

the ancient and fundamental laws of the goverrment of out 

people ; which we fear do not permit fo fevere and rifDront»t 

. fentence to be given, as your impe.ial Qnj«/ly at fiift feemed to 

. expert in this ca(e : and we perfuade ourfeif, that your imperid 

.'tnajeily, whoarea prince famous for clrmency and ix»€t juftice, 

arill not require us, who arethe guardian and proreAteO of tht 

^«s, to infliA a poolfhment upon our fohjcds. which the law 

, Joei not impower us to do. .Words fo vincrab'e aod beroif, 

*thal this broil ought to become hidory, and be exempted frcm 

the oblivion due to the filly fquabbles of ambafTadors and their 

privileges. If Anise deferved praife for her coada£l on this OC' 

jcalivn^ it reBedti dill greater glory on Peter, thacll^^is Arociooa 

^an (hould liften to theie details^ and had ino4erattc)^ and Juf- 

:/icefJW»|H to |>e pctfvaded by the rcafooc^f then. 

i^afiador^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ltu89iAirEMi»iits. t99 

Biffiu}6r ; and at length all the mteen tduli do 
in his favour, \^a3.to prevail on ner parliament 
'io paft an adl, by which no one for the future 
could artcftr an ambaflfador for debt ; but after 
th€ battle of Pultow^ the Englifli court thought 
prdper to give fatisfa£lion to the cxar. 

The queen made by a formal embafly an cx- 

cufe for what had parted. Mr. Whit- 

:ftb^ i6. wotth ♦ the pcrfon charged with thii 

CoitlttiifBon, began his harangu.: 

Whh the following wofds, *« Moft High and 

mighty Errtpcror.** Hti told the czar, that the 

perfOn who had prefumed to arreft his ambaflador^ 

- had been imprifoned, and rendered infamous. 

TThere Was no truth in all this, but it was 

Sufficient that he faid fo, and the title of Empe- 

rof, which th^ queen had not given Peter before 

^ Ae battle of Pultowa, plainly rtiewed the confi-* 

deration he had naw acquired in Europe. . 

This' thle hadf been already granted him in 
Holland, not only by thofe who had been his 
ftlloW-WOrkmen in the doqk-yards at Saardam, 
and feemed to tntereft themfrfves moft in hii 
glofy, but likewrfti by the prfrtcipal perfons in the 
rtate, who nnanimodfly ftiled him Emperor, and 
made public rejoicings for his vidtory, even irt 
theprefenee of the Swedifh minlfter. 

The univerfal reputation which he had acqui- 
red by hi^ vi(Slory of Pultowa, was ftill further 
tncreafed by his not fufFering a moment >o pals 
withbtrt: making fomfe advantage* of it In the 
ferft place, he laid fiege to Elbing, a Hanfe town 
of Regal FrUiSa in Poland ; where the Swedes 
had fHlI a garrifon. The Ruffian* fcaled the 

V ^Alkrwardi created lord Whitwonh^ by king Cecrgc I. 

L 2 walls 
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waU$» entered the town, and the garriTon .ftir-» 
rendered prifoners of war. This 
March 1 1. was one of the largeft magazines be* 
longing to Charles XII. The c6n- 
querors found therein 183 brafs cannon, and 157 
mortars. Immediately after the re- 
April 2. duSion of Elbing, Peter re<>marched 
fromMofcow toreterlbourg; asfbon 
as he arrived at this latter place, he took. (hip- 
ping under his new fortrefs of Cronflot, coafted 
along the fhore of Carelia, and notwithftandiog 
a violent ftorm, brought his fleet fafely beforef 
Wyburg, the capital of Carelia in Finland j 
yvhile his land-forces advanced over the frozen 
morafles, and in a ihort time the ca« 
June 23. pital of Livonia beheld itfdf clofely 
blockaded ; and after a breach was 
made in the walls, Wyburg furrendered, and 
thegarrifon, conlifting of 4^00 men, capitulated, 
but did not receive the honours of war, being 
made prifoners notwithftanding the capitula^ 
tion. Peter charged the enemy with feveral in- 
fradlions of this krnd^ and promifed to fet thefe 
troops at liberty, aa foon as he (hould receive 
fatisfa£lion from the Swedes for his complaints, 
pnthis occafion the king of Sweden was. to be 
confulted, who continued as inflexible as everi 
^Tid thofe foldiers, whom, by a little eonceifion, 
he might have delivered from their confinement, 
remained in captivity. Thus did king William 
III. in 1695, ^reft marfhal.Boufflers, notwith* 
Handing the capitulation of Namur. There 
have been feveral inftances of fuch violations of 
treaties ; but it is to be wiflied there never had 
teen any. '"" *' 

:-.*■' .•:••/ /'.'•' v ': •: r - c.^Aia^ 
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After the taking of this capital, the blockade 
of Riga was foon changed into a regular fiege» 
and pufhed with vigour. They were obliged to 
break the ipe on the river Dwina, which waters 
the walls of the city. An epidemical difordt r^ 
which had raged fometime in thofe parts, now 
got amongft the befiegers, and carried oiFgooo | 
neverthelefs the {i«ge was not in the leaft flack-? 
ened j it lafted a confiderable ttmei but at 
length the earrifon capitulated, and 
July 15, were allowed the honours of war ; but 
it was ftipulated by the capitulation, 
that all the Livonian officers and foldiers (hould 
enter into the Ruffian fervice, as natives of a 
country that had been difmembered from that 
empire, and ufurped by the anceflors of Charles 
Xll. But the, tivonians were reftorcd to the 
privileges, of which his father had ftript them, 

Snd all the officers entered into the czar's fervice : 
bis was the moft noble fatisfa£tion that Peter 
could take for the murder of his ambafl!ador Pat- 
kul, a Livonian,. who had been put to death, for 
defending thofe privileges'. The garrifon con- 
fined 0/ near 5000 men. A Ihort time after- 
wards the citadel of F^ehnamiind was taken, and ' 
the befiegers ioundin the town and fort above 
800 pieces of artiliery of different kinds. 
. Nothjng>iras. now wanting to make Peter en- 
tirely mailer of the province of CareHa> but the 
pofTeffion of the ftrong town of ^exholm, built 
on aniilandjin the lake of Ladoga, and deemed 
impregnable: it was/ bombarded foon after, 
Q and furrendered in a Abort time. The 

^P* '9- ifland of Oefel in the fea, border- , 
«.^ ing upon' the north of* Livonia, was * 

••l^»3' fubducd with the fame rapidity. ^ 
L 3 Oo 
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On the fiiJcQf tfthoniji, a province of Livopia, 
towarc's the north, and on the gulph of ^inUnd^ 
ar^lhe towns of Pernau and Kevel : by the re- 
el u£lion of thefc Peter Complcated the cpnqueft 
Aur ft , of all Livonia. Pernau furfendered af-- 
*^ •' ^' ter a fiege of a ffcw days, and Revjct 
o capitulated without waiting to have 

^«P- I* • ^ ^pgjg canfibn fire(| againft it ; but 
(he befleged found nie4ns to cfcape out of the 
tandspf the conquerors, at the very tlmfc that 
they were furicnderinff themfelveg prifonera qf 
war : for forn^ Swedim flilps having anchored 
In the road, under favour of the night, the; garri- 
fon and riioft of the citia^ns cipbarked ori 
board, and vhcn the befieeer^ entered the town,^ 
they were furprifed to find it deftrt^d. When 
Charles XII. gained the vidJory of Nar^, liW 
tie did he expedt th^^t Jiis UQOpj wpulJ one djy 
be driven to ufe fuch artifices. 

In Ppland^ Staniftau^ finding bis party entirely 
ruined, h^d taken re^fu^e in romeranla, vfhich 
ilill Wlpngcd to Charles Xll. Auguilus ^c-' 
fumed tW governqicnt, and it Was cnfflcylt to 
decide who had ^cc]^uired moft gibr>V (ph^J^rs' 
ip dethroning hiip, or Petef in xqlorfng blip to' 
his crown. ? 

The fubjefts of the Jfing pf Sweden wcrq 
ftill more unfortunate than that monarch hiip- 
feJ/. The contagious diftemper, v^iich f^ad 
made fuch havqc^ over Livonia, mffei frpin 
thence intp Sweden; where, la the city of Stock- 
holm, it carried ofF thirty thoufand perfons': it 
lik^wlfe defplated the provinces already thinned 
of their inhabitants ;^ fqr during the fp4c^ oft^ft.. 
years ftri^ceffivclyi^ 190ft of ^e able-bodied men 
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mU quitii^ their country 19 follow tbeir maf-* 

t<r, and perifhed in foreign climes,. 

Charl«s'ft ill fonune purfaed him alfo in Po- 
merania : hit armj had retired thuher from Po-» 
I^nd) to the number of 1 1,000 -, the ctar, tht" 
kiugjp of Denmark. and Pruffia, the eledor of 
Hanover, and the duke oi Holftein, joined to* * 
gcttber to render this army ufelefs, and to com« 
pet general CraiTau, who commanded it, to fub« 
mil to a neutrality. The regency of Stock- * 
bblm hearing no news of their kingi and dif* 
traded by the irortality that raged in that city» 
were glad to fign this neutrality, which feemed 
ta deliver one of its provinces at lead from the ' 
horrors of war. The emperor of Germany fa*» 
voured this extraordinary convention, by which ^ 
ic^ was (lipulated, that the Swedifli army then in 
Pbmerania fhould not march from thence to af- 
fift their monarch in any other part of the world ; 
^nay, it was furthermore refolved in the German ' 
empire, to raife an army to enforce the execu- 
tion of this unparalleled -convention. Therea- 
fo(i of tbi& wat, that the emperpr of Germany, - 
who was then in war with France, was in hopes 
to engage the SwedtQi army to enter into his 
fervice. This whole negotiation was carried - 
on while Peter was fubduing Livonia, Efthonia 
and Carelia. 

Charles XII. who was all this time at Ben- - 
der, putting every fpring in motion to engage 
the divan to declare war againll the czar, re-* 
ecived this news as one of the fevcreft blowt '^ 
ki» untoward fortune had dealt him : he could 
not brook, tjiat his fenate at Stockholm fhould- 
pretend to tie up the hands of tfis army, and it 
was on this occafion that he wroi^ them word» 
L4 he 
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he would fend one of his boots to govern 
thetn. 

The Danes, in the mean thne, were making 
preparations to invade Sweden ; fo that every 
nation in Europe was now engaged in war. 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, France, Germany, Hol- 
land, and England, were contending for the 
donninions left by Charles II. of Spain ; and the 
whole north was up in arms againft Charles 
XII. There wanted only a' quarrel with the 
Ottoman empire, for every village in Europe to 
be expofed to the ravages of war. This quar- 
rel happened foon afterwards, when Peter had 
attained to the fummit of his glory, and pre- 
^ifeiy for that reafon. 



END of the First Paut, 
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Advertifement* 



THE Ruffiaa empire is now become (m ' 
coofidcrable in Europe, that the hiAo* 
ry ofPeter^ it^real founder, is therebjr 
ulhisarti&ill mare inureftin^* This prince ga«« 
Hh^ncw- face to the bocUv, aad,. -afiti> his. de« 
ciafc, we have ieenbis' natUm on the point of 
•changing the fate of Genhaoy, and exteaditig it» 
lasflueoce over France and Spain, notwithftand* 
kag the iflamenfe diAwiceof thofe kingfloms. 

The eftablifliment 6f this empire forms per*^ 
hips the moft confiderablb 2U^ in the aniialrof ' 
Europe, next to' that of the di&overy of tho 
njiW world ; and tc is tUs-confideratidn alode, 
which inducer the author of the firft part o£ 
ifaehLftory of Peter the Great, te^ prdent the 
piiUic with ihe feeood. ^ 

There are fooifr miftalees io leireral of the 
impieflions of the fiift pact, of whscfa. he 
fbinks neceflanyf ta give the reader nocice,, and 
are as fpllows.; page ^ after tjie words in' ihn 
ronhhuMcb thtcariruani migki tahy add in iravil* 
ling. through tbnGiImuci' plains ^ ^uni war its gnut 
difertofKobi, Page 6, for at the junSiionyreti 
§ir thi mtuthk Page 1 7, foe Rid Rju^^ read wklt 
■afart ofRcdRuJfia. And here it may not h» . 
L 6 tm* 
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improper to acquaint thofe critics, who know 
little of the matter, that Volhinia, Podolia, 
and fome-of the neighbouring countries, have 
been called Red Ruffia by all geographers.' 
Page 39. the editor, deceived by the want af a 
cypher in the MS. copy, has printed 72,000 
bondmen belonging to the monks^ inftead oi /even 
hundred and twenty tboufand, . Page 44, af- 
ter the words, when the Greek church was firji 
eftahlijhed in Rujfta^ take out what follows, and 
m it^ place infert, Chryfoberg^ patriarch of Con- 
^antimpU^ fent a bijhop to baptife ffolodimery in> 
order that he mighty by that means^ add this part 
of the world to his patriarchal fee\ WGlodhner 
then compleaied the work that bad been begun by his 
father. One Michael^ a native of Syria ^ was the firfi 
metropolitan of RuJJia, Page 73, He^looked upon 
the jefuits as dangerous politicians^ to which may 
be added, . that the jefuits, who introduced 
themfeives into Ruffia in the year 1685, were 
driven out of that empire again in 1689, and 
having a fecond time got footing, they were 
finally expelled in 17 18. 

Page 60. for daughter of fecretary Narifkin^ 
tt^A daughter of fecrttary Apraxin"^. 

The title of fmall may be continued to the 
country of Orembourg, becaufe that govcrn- 
inent is in tSt&. fmall in comparifon of Siberia, 
on which it bordery. For thejkin of a Jheep^ 
which fevcral travellers affirm to be worfliipped 
by the Oftiacks, may be fubftituted that of ^ 
hear ; for if thefe honeft people are fuppofed to 
pay divine worfliip to a thing, becaufe it is ufe« 

" • Thiflsu^alM we hare already corrcftc^ intlie note to that 
c ful 
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ful to tbem, the fur of a bear is certainly a 

Sreater objeA of adoration with them than a 
leep's (kin ; but he muft furely wear an afs's 
(kin, who would lay any ftrefs on fitch trifling 
.anecdotes. 

^ Whether the barks built by the czar Peter I. 
were, or were not called half galleysy or whe- 
ther this prince Itvedat firft in a wooden houfe, 
or in one built of brick, will, I believe, be 
thought an article of very Uctle importance. 

There are, however, fome things more deferv- 
ing the attention of a judicious reader. It is faid, 
for inftance, in the firft volume, that the inhabi- 
tants of KamtCiatka have no religion amongfl 
them ; but from certain memorials of a latteir 
date, I learn, that this favage people have their 
divines as well as us, who make the inhabitantv 
of this peninfula to be defcended from a fuperior 
1}eing, whom they call Ksutbeu, Thefe me- 
morials likewife aflert, that they pay no worfhip 
to this deity, and exprefs neither love nor fear 
for him. 

Hence it appears, that tho* they have a my- 
thoiogy, yet they have no religion ; this may be 
true, but it is not very probable. ' Fear is one' 
of the natural attributes of man. It is faid, fur- 
thermore, that, in the midft of their abfurdities, 
they make a diftindion of things allowed, and 
things forbidden ; among the former, they 
reckon the indulging all tifeir paiEons; ana,' 
amof^g the latter, the fharpning a knife, or air 
hatchet while they are travelling, or the faving a; 
perfon from drowning : but if it is held a fin by 
ihefe people, to fave the life of a fellow crea- 
ture when in danger, they are ia that refped 
certainly different from all other people in the 

worlds 
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worU» wh^ Urftiaaivcl>» B^ to the ^ifEA^Qr^^ 
c;actl9thQP^ whta intcireft aM iNtSoo 4oernai& 
§Kt the bettcx of tbeir wuualJncliii^UM* Qber ' 
wuild imagioe^ tbut tlicy cqnM oqvck havc*^ 
thought of making an aSion criminal whkh: 
ID U&li iaiacQimnaii smdnetcfiacj^ th^l it i&Jiot ^ 
CvavmexiorioWi^ b«fttky'a<ylu^>fepb> ^^Ka^lly fiiUK» ' 
and (upejrfiitioav wbNcii vrtt«)]4 iM^tliCiaU^ tbacr 
w« ace not in any thing to tpp^ 4eftiay,, an4 
that m^ one> ought t«^jfeve %iMa whcte CnMlbai*^ 
pseosdainfiKi to. be dcoMiacd:^ hiit' th^fe barlia-^ 
riana have uQt theteaft kadwkdM eweoofft'^ 
r^Jfe. pUbfopb)ft ; and y«t «t aiE« tt^Td* UuMl th€]p- 
cslehrate a. great feaft^^vrhieli^ tii«y call by a^/> 
wofd^ which in tbeiir langiAag^ %aifie8.^«r^^ifitf^ 
/40J9^' but fcom whait. hav^ tbey no f^ify them^ ^ 
f^lves^ if they hold evei^ thittg^tabi&^oHicd} - 
mi/or whatf^ if: ttejt oeithpr Ctar ikoa love theic>'^* 

. Their notiosist^u^^doubtle&^ia oaany rcTpft^^ 
QcmtradiAory^ aa are indeed thofe of almofi e vei^ 
other people ; with this difFerence, that ^ym '* 
afife fcom at want of underftandkig,. otur s. frooi^aa 
abjuie of It. W e abound ouicb mere in coaUa^ 
di^ioosybec^ufe weai:e nuich greater leafonera^- 

As they acknowledgit a kind of Ood« fo»ijiejf.^ 
hajra alio theii; evil fpirits. Laftly^ they baver' 
feiicerer^ ai»i, noagidan^ aonoRgft tbenii, aft tberei * 
bave alwa^ been amoagft all natifMjs', even the 
moft cji^ilized* In Kamtflbadca^ old wooeor ' 
a^e looked M$>pn> to- be witches, as they were^ 
a^Qoogft us,: till we had attained toai clearer^ 
koBO wiedgeof natural knowledge* Hence wefind« - 
it has> ever been the lot of huoian, underftandingj^ 
to entertain abfocd notions^ founded 0|B our cuf^ 
UQifitj; and cm oui mf^eakoefi. Tliepeeple oS^ 
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KarotfliatVa ha^ve ^Ifo their prophet^ vthoxx* 
plain, their itczmu n and it is nqt tbng fince we 
faad^Aichaoicrngfft us. ' 

After the court of RjjfGa had fubjefked tt^fb 
peopio, bjr buiWing five fortrefles in theii; coun* 
trjTy they linftituted t|ie chriftiao religion of the 
Qireei^ cnurch^amongft them. A Ruffian gCAtle- 
mAn^^tf^Xyw^Yi svcquaioted witb thefe people^ 
infbrfned oae, that one pf then* greateft objedj* 
00^ to receiWng H was, that they were certaia 
it, could not be inftituted % th^ni, inafmuch a« 
bread and wihci were eflcntiaj parts oT our h/>l} 
rttes, wheveas xhey, had neithct bread not: win^ 
in tbeir cpuntry. 

Ih other r^it&s thefe people merit, vcr)^ 
little notice. 1 mall otofv makcone bbrervation in* 
rehtron to th^m, naniefyj^that if we ca(t our ejres; 
on tbree-fourthsof Antenca, t))e wi)ote fouthern 
part of AfHc9, and oa the noKh^ from Lapland 
as Air a3 the f(sa of Japap^ w£ (ball find one h;itf 
<sf, the humaji race, to be very little fuperibr to the, 
people of iCamfbatka. 

' • An<t htrc it tfwy be gFogtr ta obferve to the 
readec, that the famous geographer De L7Se 
c^h this coiuufy ICamt(b^^ as the French and, 
Italians genefaltjrretrench the i<7 and ^^^> which, 
temijinatc mofl: of thq Ruffian navies. 

Bjit there is an article of greater importance^, 
and which majr concern, the dignity of crpwn-^ 
cdbcadlK. Oreariu^, who, in 16314, accoaiMnif/ 
edt^ erivoy of doTftein into Ruffia and Per- 1 
fia, •i;el4teiiil the 3d book of hjs hiflory,_ that, 
c^ar, Iwan Bafilowlt^ foaiiiJQled the emperor^s. 
ambafTadOr into Siberia. ' This is a fkSt which I. 
dp no^ knpw to. have found related by any qtiher' 
Iflftoriaq. Iti^ hardly probaibre that the.epfiperoa. 
* ' * woula 
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WouM hav^ quietly Aibmitted to fo extrao/dina- 
ry an infult, and open violatiom of the laws 
oJF nations. 

The fame OlearFus fays in another place, 
« We began our journey the 13th Feb. 1634, , 
<< in company with an ambaflador from tlie court 
«« of France, called the count of Tallerand, and 
<* prince of Challais, &c. who had been ftnt bjr .. 
** Lewis, together with one James HuiBel, on, 
•* an erabafly to Turkey and Mufcovy ; but his 
<^ coUegue did him fo many bad offices with^ 
^ the patriarch of Ruifia , that the great duke 
^ banilhed him into Siberia.*' 

, In the fame book hp^fay?, that this ani|>aflador, 
the prince of Challais, and tlie beforementioned'. 
Ruflel his coilegue, who was a merchant,' 
Vere fent as envoys by Henry IV. It is not 
very likely that Henry IV.. who died 1610, 
ihould have feiit an embajTy to^Ruffia in 1634;' 
a.nd if Lewis XIII. had fent as his ambaOador,' 
a perfon of To illuftrious'a' houfe as that pf Tal«, 
l^rand, hewoyld hardly.have.givcn hia> a tnef-* 
chant for his cpflegtie ; all Kurope would! haye^ 
known of this embafly, and an infult of falingu-. 
lar a nature offered to ^the king of France would 
have made ftill more noife. . , , . j 

^I have already difputed this improbable fao:, 
ih the firft \part of this hiftpry ^ but . jfitfidinj. 



i^atjoh on this' head; andlfirtd that th^, follow-' 
log incident, gave rile to this miflake of Olea- . 

fius, . ' \ • • • '. ..."• > ,' 

. Therc>asin,fa6i-a pejifgn of the^ family of 
Tallerand, who having a 'great paBTolriior tfa-* 

veiling. 
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TeHingy made a voyage to Turky, without 
acquainting his family of his defign, or 
furnifliing himfelf with the neceflarv letters 
of recommendatien. At the court of Mcfcow, 
he met with a Dutch merchant named RufleU 
who a6led as agent for a company of mer- 
chants, and who had a correfpondence with the 
French miniftry ; witb this man the marquis of 
Tallerand joined company to go on a tour to 
Perfia; but having had fome difpute with his fel- 
low traveller by the way, this latter accufcd him 
falfely to the patriarch of Mofcow ; and he was 
a£lually bani(hed into Siberia. However, having 
found means to make his fituation known to his 
family, at the end of about three years, Mr. 
Des Noycrs obtained his rcleafe of the court 
of Mofcow. 

Here th&n we have this ftory fet in its true 
light, and which would not merit a place in hif^v 
tory, but as it may ferve to put the reader upon 
his guard againft the multitude of anecdotes of 
a fimilar nature, with which the relations of 
moft travellers abound. 

There are hiftorical errors, and hiftorical 
falfehoods. This relation of Olearius is only 
an error ; but when we are tbld, that a czar 
caufed an ambafiador's hat to be nailed to his 
head, that is a falfehood. A writer may be de- 
ceived, in regard to the number or force of the 
Ihips that compofe naval armament, or in regard 
totheextentof acountry ; but thefe only are er- 
rors, and of a very pardonable kind. Again, thofe 
^ho repeat the fabulous accounts of antiquity, 
in which the origin of all nations is enveloped^ 
may be accufed of a weaknefs common to all the 
writers of old timee i.but this is not falfifyingt it 

is 
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h profkCflj^ fprakiog no fl»ore Aa^n copjriori 

\Vq arc alfo frequently led hv inadvertency- 
tntf^ faults, which cannot be 4:aUed falfehoods :- 
there 18, for inftaoce^ when weiiead itkUvkho^t^i 
geography, that the bciindariea of£uro[>e are 
in that plact where the rivet Oby empties itMf ' 
into the Black (ea, and that Europe c^ntatn^ 
3P milliona of inhabitant!^; thefe are inaccu- 
racies, which a reader of any knowledge in biA 
lery can eafily re&ify. 

The fame treatife frequently prefetits us with ^ 
lar^fl towns firongly fortified and well peopled^ - 
which are in reality no other than infignificant^^ 
villages in a manner uninhabited. But J^ere it 
is^eafily perceived thai time has totally^hanged - 
the face of things;, that the author- has con-^- 
fulted only antient wtitera, and that what was:^ 
matur of fa^Lin. their time^ ceafes to be fo at v 
Itfefent, 

Sqom writers again^ are miftahei!^- in the iik - 
ferences they draw from fa&s. Peter the Great"^ 
aboliflied the patriarchal dignity* Hubner add%.. 
that he cau^ himfelf to he declared patriarch* 
Certain ^ipwiioui hiftories ofRi^a gofiilifur^ 
Iher, andaiiedge^ that b« oficiated intlHtpontt<i: 
fietl eharnAer. Thte» from a known faAt thty - 
btve draws ercooeotis conclufiana^ which hafr^ 
pen but lop frequently. 

What I have caUcd bj iht name of biftodcal ' 
£aUeheK)4H >« ftiU More^omipon^ and is the in^ 
ventiQii of &attery> or a tee(t£b fnndnefa for the ' 
naarv^UeMSs,. The InftpriaA who^ tO'plonfe a pow* 
ioiMi Uwilfj piDAilutf^ hts pan to praise a ^ 
tytaniy is % baft* wMtch: ho wfao^ndtavouis to 
UadiaAthft sMttoiy jof a gpod pciiK^e^ is a wJr 

lauaj^i 
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fAtA) %»i tiie remaneift who puWifees thcinvcn-. 
tions of his own brain, for real fadls, is a con- 
temptible creature.. The man who informer 
times made whole nations pay reverence to his 
fables, would now hardly be read by ..the mean* 
eft fxf the people. 

There arc fomft critics who deal ftill deeper 
in falfehood: fuch are thofe who alter pafTages, 
^r elfe mifconftrue i\^m ; ^n4 who, infpired by 
envy, write with ignorance againft works of real 
utlUty : but let us leave tbofe vipers to gnaw thf^ 
Sic J as the iiucft puniihment for iheir Invidious 
labours* . 
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Russian Empire under Peter thc^ 
Great. " . * 



CHAR J. 

Campaign of Prut H/ ^ 

SULTAN Achmet IIL declared war a- 
gainfi Peter I. not from any regard to the 
king of Sweden, but, as may readily be fup* 
pofed, merely from a view to his^own intereft. 
The khan of the Crim Tartars could not, with- 
out dread, behold a neighbour become fo pow- 
erful as Peter I. The Porte had, for fome time, 
taken umbrage at the number of (hips which 
this prince had on the Palus Maeotis, and in the 
Black Sea, at his fortifying the city of Afoph, 
and at the flQurifliing ftate of the harbour of 
Taganroc, already become famous ; and, laftly, 
at. his great feries of fuccefTes, and at the am- 
bition which fuccefs never fails to augment. 

It is neither true, nor even probable, that the 
Porte ihould have begun the war againft the 

csarj 
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cear, on the Palus Maeotts» for no other reafon 
than becaufe a Swediib ihip had taken a bark 
on the Baltic» on board of which was found a 
lettter from a minifter, whofe name has never 
been menttoued. Norberg tells us, that this 
letter contained a plan for the conqueft of the 
Xurkifli empire ; that it was carried to Charles 
XII. who was then in Turkey, and was by 
him fent to the divan ; and that, immediately 
after the receipt of this letter, war was declared: 
But this ftory parries the mark of fidlion with 
it. It was the remonftrance^ of the khan of 
Tartary,r who wa« more uneafy about the 
neighbourhood of Aibph, than the Turkifli 
divan, that induced this latter to give orders^ for 
taking the field *. 

. It was in the month of Auguft, and before 
the czar had compleated the reduction of Li« 
' yonta, when Achmet III. ^efoved to, declare 
war againft him. The Turks, at ,that time, 
could hardly have had the new« of the taking of 
feiga,'and, therefore, the propofal of rcftoring 

* The account thii chaplain gives of the demands of tht 
Grand Signior is equally falfe^nd puerile. He fays, that fultaa 
Achmer^ previous to his declaring war againft the csar, /enC 
to that prince a paper, containing the conditions on which he 
waa willing to. grant him peace. Theft conditions, Norberg 
^elis us> ^ere as follows : ** That Peter ihoold renounce his 
allij(nce with Auguftus, 'reinftate StanifTaus in the poffeiHon of 
* the crown of Poland, reftore all Livonia. to Charles XII. and 
^'pay thiflt prince the vsiue in ready money of what he had takea 
from htm at the battle of Pultowa ; and, laAly^ that the csar 
Aould dcmoliih his newly-built city of Peterfbourg." This 
>iece was forged by one Brasey, a half-ftarved pamphletter, 
t^ author of a w^rk intttled, Memoirs Satyrical, HiftoricaU 
and Entertaining. - It was from this fountain Norberg drew hit 
intelligence }, and however he may hate been the confeflbr of 
Charles XII, he certamly does sot appear to have been his con* 
f dwt.; . -^ 1 . -i 

to 
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to lh« ktf)f of Swedtit Che ri^iueift IMIrt^y, tf 
Ihe cffe£!s he bid loft atth^e bdttfe of Fuh&wlt^^ 
mo^M haveb^eft the moft abAitd thing Ifn^giniK 
We, If not cjicteded by that of dertpHfting Pe* 
terft)ottfg. Thcbehatriotir of Chi^fes XII. lit Beft^ 
Iter, wa» f^ffictemly rofnantkr } bat th« cbi^^ 
»f the Turkiih divat) wtxild Hslv« htti\ mcrcii 
llioi« fo, if vre ruppofe it to have Made shy it^ 
matidsof this kind. 

Nov. lyics] The khttti of t^mfyi Wbd 
Wik9 the piindpAl klftigAtof of dib iraf/ £^^ 
Charles a viTil la his retreat ^t Bender. They 
^ro coniteaed by the fttae iHterefh, ittifmtiCh 
us feuropc mulcet pftrt of the frbnrtieM 6f Litd^ 
Tamiry. Cbarks and the khan wttt rhc twd 
grcateft fufFerers by the fucceffes of the eiar ; 
t>ut the khan did not cortimand the fdf^ear of 
the Grand SIgftlor. He was Iflte one of the 
feudatory princes of Germinyj who ftrved irt 
the armies of the empire, with theif owft trodpf, 
and were fubjeft to the authority of the cmperort 
generate for the time being. 

Nov. 29, 1 710.] Thefirft ftep taken by the 
dWan, wai to arreft Tolftoy the cftir^s amb^lt 
Ji^dor it the Porte in the Itrects of C©ilfianti- 
iiopie, together with thirty of hta dofoeflkka^ 
who with their ihafter were all cottfitied lit the 
pfifon of the Seven Towers. This barb^toifi 
cuftom, at which even favages woufd bluifa,' is 
owing to the Turks hatvitig alvmys a numbei-'Of 
foreign minifters refrding attfioftgft them ftctti 
pther courrst whereas they never fend any in 
return. They look upon the ambeffador^ of. 
chriftian princres in no other light fh^tn as mef-i 
.chants or coafuls ; and haying natyrally as great 
a contempt for chxi'fiian as^they have for Jkw^ 

they 
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*ih«y TtWom cond^feehd to obftrve the Itwt of 

tiations, iit rtfpeftto fhem, unlcft forced toit | 

»t Itfaft^ they h«vc hitherto perfifted in this bar* 

barous pride. 

The famous vizir Achmet Cuproglf» the faiM 

'Who cook the ifland of Candia, tinder Mahoit>et 

IV. infijltcd the fon «f the French anibafi<idor» 

.wnd even carried his brutality fo far ^s to ftrike 

him, and afterwards to confine him in prifimi 

\vithout Lewis XIV. proud and lofty as he was, 

. daring lo rcfent it, otherwife than by fending 

atimher rainrfter to the Porte. The chriftian ^ 

^irtces, ivho are fo remarkably^delicate on the 

point of honour amoftgft themftlvts, and have 

^^ven tnade it a part of the law* of nations, (eem 

<to be utterly infenfibie on^this head in regard t# 

.the Turks'. 

• Never dtJ a crowned head fuffer greater af- 
fronts in theperfons of his tiiimfters, thanc2flr 
F^ter. Inthefpace of a f^w years, hk ambaf* 
fgwfor at the court of London was thrown into 

* jail for debt, his plenipotemiary at the courts of 
Poland and Saxony was broke upon the wheels 

j^by order of the king of Sweden ; arNl nowhin 
mtnifterat the Ottoman Porte was feited an4 
tikrown into a dungeon at Conftaminople, like 

.a common felon-** 

We 

• • TlwiW'* mirembrtCB^ ewfy oppr>rtw«Jty of ii&ofittit| 
<tKerzar, in the prri^bnofhisenvoy, and partkulatly ia giving 
' the Ficnch ambaflador the f refcrenre. /It was cu/fomary, on 
.the promotic-n of a pio4 imir, fdr ali the foreign. miniAtv»to 

re^tieft an aodienre of' ennfgntvht'wtt* i oont Tolflof wa« th9 
p'Mt who drmdndoci that audience } hut wos-anfuwrdy ** that 
• the prcfedtuce had always been given to the anih«aad<jr ol 
i:Ftaoee)'* whet^upoit ToJftoy tn^Miwd the^vizir^ <' that he 
'iBuft be deprived of the pleafu/e. of waiting en htm et all ;** 
t^hicb, being malidooilf reprefeatedf u efprcAng the ut moil 

coiiteai|>t 
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already obfcrved, iii the ifirft pari 
\ry, that he received fatisfaaion 
Anne of England, for the infult 
Mitcrcd* to his ambaflador *at London. The 
horrible afFront he fuiFercd, .in the perfon of 
Patkut, was waflied away la the blood of the 
Swedes.flain at the battle of Pultowa ; but for- 
tune, permitted the violation of the laws^f na- 
tions by the Turks to pafs unpuniflied, 
, Jan. 1711.] The czar. now found htoifelf 
obliged to. quit the theatre of war in the weft, - 
and march towards the frontiers of Turkey. 
He began by caufing ten regiments, ^which he , 
had:in Poland, to advance towards Moldavia *. 
He then ordered nfkarilbal Sheremetow to fet 
out from Livonia, with his body of forces, and| 
lezving prince Menzikof at the head of affairs 
at Pcterlbourg, he returned to Mofcow/ to give 
orders for opening the enfuing caippaign. 

Jan. 18.] He now eftabliOies a fenate of 
regency, the regiment of guards begin their 
march, he iflues orders for al 1' the young no- 
biUty to follow him to the field, to iearttithe 
art of war, and places fome of them in the 
ftatioi\*of cadets, and others iq that of fubaltern 
ofQcers. Admiral Appraxin goes to Afoph to 
take tlie conimand by fea and land. Thcfi? 
feveral meafures. being taken, the czar publi(hes 
an ordonnance in Mofcow for acknowledging a 
new emprefs. This was the perfon who had 

contempt of hts perfoo, and th« khan of Tartary being at the 
fame time inftigated to make feveral heavy complaints agtxnft 
the condtf A of the Ilaffians on the frontiers, count Tolftoy waa 
hnraediately committed to the caill^of the Seven Towert. • 

• It is very ilrange that fo many write/a «Iwaya coofoand 
Walachia aad Moldavia together 

2 been 
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W«n taken prifon^ in Marienbourg, in the 
year 1702. Peter had, in 1696, repudiateJ hit 
wife JEudoxia Lapoukin (or Lapouchin)' by 
vhom he had two children. The laws of his 
church allow x)fdivQrcesi but had they not, Pe- 
ter would have enacted a new law to permit 
them.. 

The fair captive of Marienbourg, who had 
taken the name of Catherine, had a foul fupc-. 
rior to her fexand her misfortunes. She ren- . 
dcred herfelf fo agreeable to the czar, that this 
prince would have her always, near his perfon^ 
She accompanied him m all his excurfions, and 
moft fatiguing campaigns ; (baring in his toils, 
and foftening his uneafinefles by her natural 
gaiety, and the great attention (he (hewed to 0^- 
blige him on all occafions, and the indifference 
(he exprcfled for the luxury, drefs, and othec 
indulgences, of which the generality of her fex 
are, in other countries, wont, to make real ne* 
ceffities. She frequently foftened the paffionatc 
temper of the czar, and, by making him more " 
clement and" merciful, rendered him more truly 
great. In a word, (he became fo necefTary to 
him, that he married her privately, in 1707* 
He had already two daughters by her, and the 
following'year Ihe bore him a third, who waa 
afterwards married to the duke of Holftein *.. 

• March- 

• ♦ Thw duke of Hol/lein, at the time he nr.arried the dauglr^ 
4er of Peter I. wai a prince of very inconfiderable power, 
tho* of one of the moft ancient houfes in Germany, Hi« an- 
ceflo»bad been Gripped of g* eat part of thetr <iominicns by 
ihe king* of Denmark, fo that, at tfce time of this marriagfv 
he found bimfeJf greatly circumfcrtbed in point of pofTelTions ; 
>ot, fsom th'.s epoch of hit all ante with (he czar of Mufcovf 
i»€ ma; date the rift of the tecai brancli Of Holftein, v^hu^ 
M no^ 
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Marcli 17, 1711.] The czar made this pri- 
vate marriage known the very day he fet cot 
with her to try the fortune of his arms againft 
the Turks. The fcveral difpofitions he had 
made leemed to promife a fuccefsful iffue. The 
heimati of the Caffacks was to keep the Tar- 
tars in awe, who had already began to commit 
ravages in the Ukraine. The main body of -the. 
Ruffian army was advancing towards Niefter, 
and another body of troops, under prince Galit- 
zin, were in full march through Poland. Every 
' thing went on favourably at the beginning; for 
. Galitzin having met with a numerous body of 
Tartars near Kiow, who had been joined by 
fome ColTacks and fome Poles of king Stanifla- 
us's party, as alio a few Swedes, he defeated them 

now Alls the thrones of Rufiit tnd Sweden, and 11 like- 
wife in poitciTion of the biihoprick of L«bec, which, in all 
probability, will fill to this houfe, ootwithAanding the late 
eleftion, yf}fi\th at prcfcnt is the fubjea df litigation, the ifllrt 
of which will, to all appearance, terminate in favour of the 
prince, ion to the pfefent biihop, through the proteaion of the 
courts of Vienna an<l Pcterfbourg. The emprefs Catheiine, 
who now fits on the throne of Ruffia, is herfelf defcendedfroin 
this auguft houfe, by the fide of her motlier, who wa6 fTflcT 
to the king of Sweden, to the prince-bi Aop of Lubct, and to 
the famous prince George of Holfteio, whofe atchievemenis 
made fo much noife during the late war. This princef^, whofe 
name was Eiizab^h, married the reigning prince of jinbak 
Zerhft, whofe houle was indifputably the tnoR^ ancient^ andt. 
in former times, the moft powerful in all Germany, fince they 
can trace their pedigree from the dukes of Afcania, who were 
formerly mailers of the two eleftoratcs of Saxony and Brander- 
bourg, as appears by theif armorial beailings, which are, quar- 
terly, the arms of Saxony and Brandenbourg* Of this bravck 
of Zerhfi there is remaining only the prcfcnt reigniog pr*nc«, 
brother to the emprefs Catherine, >*ho, in cafe he fliould liic 
wthoot iffue, will fuccoed to the principality of Yevern, in 
Jiaft Friefland j from dl >frhich it appears already, tiiat tfafe 
family of Holftein is at prefent the moft powerful m Europe, 
ai bein^ in ^(ieflioii of three crowias in th« Korth. 

3 • • entirely, 
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entireljr, and killed near five thoufand men* 
Thefe Tartars had, in their nurch through the 
open country I made about tea thou land pri« 
foners* It has been the cuftom of the Tartars, 
^ime immeinoriaU to carry with them^mucfaL 
greater number of cords than fcimttars, in order 
to bind the unhappy wretches they Airprife* 
The captives were all fet free, and thofc wha 
had made tliem prifoners were put to the fword* 
Il'he whole Ruffian army, if it had been aflem*' 
bled together, would have aniounted to (Ixtjr 
thoufand men. It was to have been farther 
augmented by the troops belonging to the king 
cjf roland. This prince, who owed everything; 
to :the czar; came to pay him a vifit at Jaroflaw^ 
on the river Sana, the 3d of June 17 14, and 
promtfcpd him powerful fuccours. War was now 
/declared againft the Turks, in the name of thefe 
two monarchs ; but the Poiiih diet, not willing 
to break i^ith the'Ottoman Porte, refufcd to ra- 
tify the engagement their king bad entered into^.' 
2t was the fate of the czar to have, in the king 
pf Poland, art ally who could never be of arty 
Service to him. He eintertained the fame hopes 
pf affiftance from the princes of . Moldavia and 
Walachja,^ and was, in like manner, difap- 
fX)inted* 

Thefe two provinces ought to have taken this 
^opportunity to fliakc off the Turkilh yoke.- 
Thefe countries were tbofe of the ancient Efaci, 
who, together with th^ Gepidi, with whom 
they were in^c^elixed, <lid, lor a long time, 
i!!j«^urb the Rorpan eii^jjirc. They were at 
length fubdued by the emperor Trojan, and 
Conftantine the Firft made them embrace the 
.chriftian religion. Dacia was one of the provin- 
, 'Ma,*' ces 
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CCS of the eaftern empire, but fiiortly after thefe 
very people contrfbutectto the ruin of that of the 
\veft, by fcrving under the Odiaccey and Tfiep- 
dorics. • 

They afterwards contirKied to be fubje<a to 
the Greek empire, and when the Turks made , 
therafelves mailers of Conftantinople, were go- 
verned and opprefled by particular princes ;. at 
^ icrigth, they were totally Aibje^ed by the Pad i- 
Jlia orTurkilh emperor, who now granted them 
In invcftiture. The Hofpodar or Waiwod, cho- 
Ten by the Ottoman Porte to govern thefe pro- 
vinces, is always a chriftian of the Greek church. 
The Turks, by this choice, give a proof of their 
toleration, while our ignorant declaimers are 
accufirig them of perfecution. The prince no- 
minated by the Porte is tributary to, or rather 
'farms thefe countries of the grand /eignior; 
this dignity being always conferred on the beft 
"bidder, or him who makes the greatcft prefents 
•to the vizir, in like manner as the office of 
Oreek patriarch at Conftantinople. Sometimes 
this government is beftowed on a dragoman, that 
is to fay, the interpreter to the divan. Thefe 
provinces are feldom under the government of 
the fame Waived, the Porte chufuig to divi<Jc 
them, in order to be more fure of retaining 
'them in fubje£H6n. Demetrius Cantemir was 
at this time Waiwod of Moldavia. This prince 
wasfaid to be tfefcended from Tamerlane, bc- 
caufc Tamerlane'^ triie name w^s Timur^ and 
Timur was a Tartarian khan ; and fo, from the 
r\^mt Tamurkariy hy they, came the family of 
Kcntemir, 

BafTaraba Brancovan had been invefted with 
the principality of Walachia, but had not found 

any 
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tfny gencalogift to deduce his pedigree' frooi the 
Tartarian, conqueror ; Centamir thought the 
time now come to (hake off theTurklft yoke, 
and render himfelf independent by means of the 
czai*s protedion. In this view he aSed in the 
very- fame manner wirh Peter as Mazeppa had 
done, with Cbarles XII. He.eVen* engaged 
Baflaraba for the prefenc to join him in the con- 
fpiracy, of which he Jioped to reap all the be- 
nefit himfelf: his plan being to make himfelf 
mailer of both provinces. The bi£hop of Jc- 
rufalem^ who was at that time at Wal^chia^ 
was the foul of this confpiracy. Cantemir 
promifed the czar to furnilh him with men and 
provifions, as Mazeppa did the king of Sweden, 
^nd kept his word no better than he had dene. 
General Sheremeto adi^anced towards JaCi,. 
the capital of Molddvia, toinfpe^ and occanon- 
ally affift the execution of thefe great prcjefts. 
Cantemir came thither to meet him, and wasv 
received with a]l the honours due to a prince :. 
but he a6!ed as a prince in no one circumttance,. 
but thatof publiflxing aroanifefloagainft theTur-^, 
kiflr empire. The hofpodar of Walachia, who 
foon difcovered the ambitious views of hiscol- 
Tegue, quitted his party, and returned tot\if 
duty* The biihop of Jerufalem dreading^ with- 
^afoti, the pomfliment due to his perfidy, fitd 
and concealed himfelf: the people of Walachia., 
and Moldavia continued faithful to the Otto^ 
man Porte, and thofe who were to have furniih- 
*d provifions for the RuiEan army, carried iheni- 
to the Turks. 

The vizir Baltagi Mahomet had already croff- 
ed the Danube at the head of 100,000 men, and | 
was advancing towards Jaffi, ^long the banks I 
M 3 ' of; 
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•f thff rhrer Priftb (formerly theHterafii»} wbieb 
faits into the Danube, and which ts nearly tht 
boundary.of Moldavia and Bafiarabia, He then: 
4ifpatched count Poniatowik'i*, a Polifli gemk<4^ 
man, attached to the fortunes of the king of 
Sweden, to defice that prince to n^ake him. a vW 
fie^ and fee bis army. Charles, who(e prider 

* Thit fiimeeovnt P«nutowfld> who was it that tune Tntli^ 
^rvkeof CharleiXJI, ^ied afterwards Cafldlan of Cracoviak- 
and firft fenator 6f the republic of Poland, after ^tiving enjoyed 
all the diioities to whkh a nobltman of that country can at* 
Uia» HiM conneAiona with Chailes XII. during the prince*! 
ictirement at Bender, firft made him taken notice of 5 and it if 
to be wi/bcd, for the honour of hit memory, that he had waited 
till th« coneltifion of a < peace betwee^i Sweden and Poland, to 
he reconciled to king Augoftus j but followiQg the dilates of 
ambition, rather than thofe of Ari^ honour, He facrificed the 
snterefts of both Charles and Staniflaus, to the care of his own 
• fortune i tn^ while he appeared the moft zealous in their eiufe, 
he fecretiy did them all the ill fervicea he could at the Ottoraaii 
Porte 5 to this douUf dealirg, he owed the immenfe fortune of 
which he waiaf^rwards poO'elTed. He marned the princefs Czat^ 
toriika, daughterof the Caftdhm of Vilna, a lady, ftr her he- 
roic fpirit^ worthy to have beea bbrti ia tht limei of tncdcJit 
Rome ; when her eldeft foa^ the prefeot grand chainberUifl o^ 
thecrowuy had that famous difpttte with count Tarlo, palatine 
of Lublin, a difpute which made fo much ncife in all the pub- 
lic papers in the year 1743, this lady, after iut'ng madA 
him flioot at a mark every day for three weeks, in order to be 
expert at firing, faid to him, as he was mounting his horfe, to 
go to meet hts adverfary, " Go, my Ton, but if you do not ac* 
'< quit ycmtfelf with honour in this afikir, never appear before 
'* me again.** This anecdote may ftnt as a fpecimen of th^ 
character of our heroine. The family of Czartorifki is defcend* 
cd from the ancient Jagellina, who were, for feveral ages, Ia 
lineal poffeilion of the crowa of Poland j and is, at th^s day, 
extremely rich and powerful by the alliances it has contra€led» 
but they have never been able to acquire popularities $ and fo. 
long as count T»lo (who was killed in a duel with the young 
count Poniatowfki) lived, had no influence in 'the Di^nes, or 
lefTer affemhl^ of the Hta, becaufe Tarki» who w^it the idol 0^ 
the nobles, and a fworn enemy to the Czartoiiiki family^ 
carried every thing before him,, and nothing was done but ac« 
cerdiog tp Jhia pl<»fiitc« 

always 
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aWaya'got the better of his intereft^ would no^ 
confent to this propofal : he inftfled, that the 
^and vizir (boitld make him the iiift vifir, in 
his 2Lzylum near Bender : when Poniat^wflci re- 
turned to the Ottoman camp, and endeavoured 
to excufe this refufal ofhismafler, the vizir, 
turning to the khan of the Tartars, f?iid, ** This 
** is the very behaviour I expeded from this 
*'■ proud pagan." This mutual pride, which 
never fails of alienating the minds of thofein 
power from each other, did no fervice to the; 
king of Sweden's affairs ; and indeed that prince 
naight have eafity perceived from the beginning* 
tha^t the Turks were not afiing for his mtcreft, 
but for their own. 

While the Turkifli army was paffing the Da- 
nube, the cai^ar advanced by the frontiers of Fd?- 
land, and pafled the Bocifthenes^.in order to re- 
lieve marfbal Sheremeto, who was then oh 
the banks of the Prutb, to the fouth ward of Jaili* 
and in danger of being daily furrounded by aft 
army of 10,000 Twrks, and an aroiy of Tar^ . 
tars. Peter, .hefotre he pafltd the Borifthenes, 
was in doubt whether he Qiould expofe his be^ 
loved Catherine to thefe dangers which feemed 
10 encreafe every day \ but Catherine, on her 
fide, looked upon this (blicitude of the czar for 
her eafe and fafety, as an affront offeied to her 
love and courage, and prefled her confort fo 
(Irongly on this head, that he found himfelf un- 
der a nec^ffity to confcnt that fte (bould pafs 
the river with him. The army b^^cld her with 
eyes of joy and admiration, marching onhorfe* 
back at the head of the troops, for (he rarely made 
ufe of a carriage. After paffing the Boriilhene^y 
they had a tra£t of defert eoumry tQ p^fs thr^* 
M 4 atip 
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and then to crofs the Bog, and afterwards rfic 
river Tiras, now called the Niefter, and then 
another defert to traverfe, before they came to 
^the banks of the PrUth, Catherine, during this 
fatiguing march, animated the whole army by 
her chearfulnefs and affability. She fent refrefh- 
ments to fuch of the officers who were fick, and 
extended her care even to the meaneft foldier. 

July 4,. 1711..] At length the czar brought 
his army in fight of Jaffi. Here he was to efia* 
birfh his magazine. Baflfaraba, the Hofpodarof 
Walachia, who had again embraced the intereft 
of the Ottoman Porte, but ftill, in appearance, 
continued a friend to the czar, propofed to that 
prioce to make peace with the Turks, altho* 
ire had received no commiflion from the grand 
vizir for that purpofe. His deceit, however, was 
foon difcovered,' and the czar contented himftlf 
with demanding oiily provifions for his arrny^ 
which Baflaraba neither could nor would fuf- 
Tiifli. It was very difficult to procure any fup** ■ 
plies from Poland ; and thefe, which prince Cair- 
temir had promifed, and which he vainly hoped 
taprocure from Walachia, could not be brought 
from thence. Thefe difappointments rendered 
the fituation of the Ruffian army very difagree* 
able ; and, as an addition to their affllAions, they 
were infefled with an immenfe fwarm of grafs- 
hoppers, that covered the face of the wholp 
country, and devoured or fpoiled every thing 
where they alighted. They were likewifc fre- 
quently in want of water during thdir mareh 
through fandy defcrts, and beneath a fcorched 
fun J what little they could procure, they were 
'Obliged tohav^ brought in veffds to the camp 
from a considerable diftance. 
. •, i - During 
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During this dangerous and fatiguing marcht 
th^ czar, by a fingular fatality, found himfelf 
in (he neighbourhood <sf his rival and competi^ 
tor Charles, Bender not being above twenty-five 
leagues from the place where the Ruffian army 
was encamped near JaffiC Some parties of Cof- 
facks made excurfions even to the place of that 
unfortunate monarch-^ retreat ; but the Crihi* 
Tartars, who hovered round that part of the* 
cout)try» iufiiciently fecured him from any at* 
tempt that might be made to feiae his perfon ;< 
and Charles waited in his camp with impati- 
ence, and not fear the iflue of the war; 

Peter, as foon* a» he had eftabliflied fome ma«^ 
gazines^ marched in hade with his army toother 
tight of the river Pruth. His ei&ntial obje£l wasr 
ta prevent the Turks^ who were pofied to the 
h(tj and towardsvthe head of the river, from crof- 
fingit, and marcbiog«towards him. This effctl^ 
ed, he would then- be mafter of Moldavia and 
Wa]achia« : with this view he difpatched gene* 
Tal Janus with the van^guiard of* the army^ to 
oppofe the paffage of the Turks; but the ge- 
neral did n6t arrive till they bad already begaii 
to crofs the river upon their bridges, upon which 
he was obliged to retfeaf , and his iiifsfftry wa^ 
elofely piirfucd by the Turks, till the czar casit 
-up in perfon to his affifiance. 

The grand vizir now marched dtreflly alorrj 
the river towards the czan The two armies 
were very unequal in point of time : that of the 
Turks* which had been reinforced by the Tar- 
tarian troops, confifted of near 250,000 mera^ 
while that of the Ruffians hardly amounted 
to 35,000. There was indeed a confiderable 
body. of. troops, headed by general. Ren ne, on 
M. I, the. 
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their inarch from the other fide of the Molda^^ait 
mountains \ hot the Turks had cut off all €091^ 
jnunication with thofe parts. 

The czar's army now began to be in want of 
provifions, nor could^ without the greatefl: dif* 
ficulty,' procure water^ tho' encamped at a very 
ftnall diftance from the river, being expofed to 
a furious difcharge from the batteries, which the 

irand vizir had caufed to be erected on the left 
de of the river, under the care of a body of 
troops that kept up a conftant fixe againft the 
Kuffians. By this relation, which is firi^ly 
circumftantial and true, it appears, that Balt«<» 
gi Mahomet, the Turkifli vizir, far from be* 
ing the puftllanimous or weak commandet 
which the Swedes have reprefented him, gave 
proofs on this occafion that he perfe^ly well 
vnderftood his bufinefs. The paifing the Pmth 
in the fight of the enemy, obliging him to rer 
treat, and harraffing him in that retreat ; the 
cutting off all communication between the czar^s 
army, and a body of cavalry that was marching 
to reinforce it, the hemming in this army, with-* 
outtheleaft probability of a retreat, and the 
cutting offallfuppiies of water and*provtfionsy 
by keeping it conflantly under the check of th& 
mtteries oa the oppofite fide of the river, were 
snanceuvres that in no ways befpoke the unex*» 
|yerienced or indolent general. 

Peter now faw himfelf in a fituation even 
woffe than that to which he had reduced his ri* 
val Charles XII. at Pultowa, being, like him^ 
furrounded by a fupeiiorarmy, and in greater 
want of piovifions, and, like him, having corf- 
€ded in the promiCes of a prince, too poweifb) 
|o be bound by thofe promift% he refelved upcm 

a re- 
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a retreat, and endeavoured to return, toward^ 
Jafli^ in order to cbufe a more advantageoMs fitu* 
acion for his camp. 

, July 20, 1711] He accordingly decamped 
under favour of the night ; but bi» army hzi, 
icarcdy be;un its marchi^ when, at break of 
di^y, the Tdiks fell upon his rear ; but the Pre* 
obafinOci regiment falling about, and (landing 
firm, did, for a cpnfiderahle time, check the fury 
Qf their nfet. The RuiSans then formed them^ 
ielves, and made a line of entrenchments witt^ 
their waggons and baggage. The fame day the 
Tu^ks returned again to tne aUack witk thp 
vrhol^ body of t^eir army i andas a proof that the 
Ruffians knew how to defend ihemfelves, let 
what will beaUed^d.to the contrary, they alfo 
m^de head againOTnis very fuperior force for ;| 

T I confiderable time, killed a ^reat num- 

•'" ^ ^' ber of theif enemies, who in vain en- 
deavoured to break in upon them. 

There were in the Ottoman army two pffi* 
cers belonging to the king of Sweden, namely, 
count Poniatowfki, and the count of Spare, who 
had the command *of a body of ^o0acks ii| 
that prince's intereft. My papers informs me, 
that thefe two generals advifed the grand vizi^ 
to avoid coming to a^i^ion with the Ruffians, and 
content himfeif with depriving them of fupplies 
of water and proviftons, which would oblige 
tbem either to furrender pnfoners of war, or to 
periih With famine : other menioirs pretend, oa 
ihecoruraryythat the& officers would have per«« 
fua^ied IVlahomet to fall upon this feeble and 
half-ilarved army, in a weak and diftrefied con* 
^itjon^ and put all to the fword. The iirtt of 
ibeie ^€01 t9 be the mod prudent and circiun* 
M 6 fpeds 
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peSt I but the fecond \s more agreeable to the 
charafiir of generals, who had been trained u^ 
under Charles XII. 

The real'ftifl! is, that the grand vizir fell opoa 
the rear of the Ruffian army at the dawn ofday^. 
which was thrown into confufibn, and there- 
remained only a line of 400 men to confront the 
Turks. • This fmall body formed itfclf with^ 
amazing quicknefs, under the orders of a Ger- 
man general, named Alard, who^ to his im* 
mortal honour,, made fuch rapid and excellent 
difpofition on thrs occaiion, that the Ruffians: 
withft'ood, fbr upwards of three hours, the re- 
peated attack of the^ whole Ottoman armyg. 
without Ibfing a ft)ot of ground. 

The czar now found hicnAtf amply repaid-for 
the immenfe pains he had rlken to enure his 
troops to ftridt-difcrpline. At the-battle of Nar^ 
vrf, 60,000 men were defeated by only Soocu 
^ecaufe the former were undifciplined' ; and here 
we behold a rear-guard, confifling of only 8coo 
Ruffians, fuftaiitifig the efforts- of 150,000 
Turks,, killing 7000 of them, and obliged the 
reft to return back. 

After this (harp engagement, both armie* 
entr'enched themfel?es f6r that night : but the- 
Ruffians ftiU continued enclofed, and- deprived" 
©fall provifions, even water ; fbr notwkhftand<- 
in^ they* were f6 near the river Pruth, yet they 
Uid not dare approach its- banks ; for as foon a» 
any parties were fent out let find wafers a- body 
of' Turks ported^ on the oppofite (hore- drove 
them back: by a forioiis dffchargefrom their can,* 
iion loaded with chain fhot : and the body of 
the Turkifh armry which had attacked that of 
the czar the day before^^ eontimied to- play upon 
- . '^ ■ theox 
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them fit>m another qu JM-ter with the whdt force 
of. their artillery* 

' Xhe Ruffian army appeared now te be loft 
beyond refoiirce, by its pofition, by the in- 
equality of numbers, and by the want of provi^ 
jions. The Ikirmilhes on both fides were fre- 
quent and bloody : the Ruffian cavalry beio^ 
aimeft all dtfmounted, could no longer be of a- 
ny fervice, unlefs by fighting on foot : in » 
word, the fituetion of affairs were dcfperate* 
It wiU he fttfficient to caft our eyes on the follow- 
ing ^xzSt chart of the- fituatton of the csarV 
eamp, and that of the Ottoman army^ to per- 
ceive that thtre eoi^ld not po£bly be a more 
dangerous pofition than the f6rmen It was out^ 
ef their power to retreat, they had nothing leffr 
]but to gain a compleat vi£lory, to peri(h to the 
lafi mati^ or to be made (laves by the infidels^ 

All the accounts and memoirs of^thofe timer 
vnanknoufly agree,, that the czar, divided with- 
in himfelfy whether or nothe fitould expofe hiV 
,wife, his army, his empire^ and the fruits of alL^ 
his labours, to- almofl inevitable deflruSion V 
retired to his tent opprcfled with gricf^ andfeiz-^^ 
ed with violent convulfion&t to which be waa^ 
naturally fubjcd, and which the prefcnt dcfpe;- 
rate fituation of his; affairs brought upon hi m^' 
with redoubled -violence. In this condition he 
remained alone in' his tent, having given> pofx^ 
^ive orders, that np one (heuld be admitted to 
be a witflefs to thediftradien ofhis^'mind. But 
Catherine hearing of his dHbrders^ forced hex 
way into him» and' on this occafion Peter found 
how happy it was for him that he had permitted 
hift wife- ta'a€comi>any him in- this expe« , 

«btioiK ' ' . 

(Awife 
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A wife who lik^ h^r bad faced de«Cb*jn it» 
nioft horrible fhapes^ and had ex{K>fed her per* 
fen like the noean^ft foldier, to the fire of the 
Turkifli artillery, for the fake; of her hufbi^nd^' 
hid an undoubted li^ht to fpeak to het buHxindy^ 
and to he heard. 1 he ci^ar accordingly lilien** 
ed to what (he bad to fay^ and in the end fuifered 
bimfeir to be perfuadi^d to try and fend to the vj- 
%\r with propofals of pegce^ 

It ha$ <been a cuftpm for time ins memorial 
throughout the eafi, that when any people afK 
plies for an aydience o^ the (oiKereign or hia ren 
prefeotative, they muft not pretume to apprnacl^ 
them without a pcefent. On this occafion there-* 
fore Cathefine muficred the few jewels that (be 
bad brought with her. on tbi» military tour, in 
which no magnifict-nve or luxury were admit- 
ted; to thefe file added* two black foxe$ fkins^ 
and what ready mon#y {he could collet; the 
latter wa« dtfigned for a prefenttothe Kiaia* 
She njade choice herfeU of an officer^ in whole 
fidelity and undet (landing (be thought (he could 
depend, who, accompaiiied ^ith ewe ferv^nts» 
was to carry the pr(;f€nt3 to the grarKi vizir, and 
afterwards to deliver the^ money i/itend«fd for the 
Kiaia into hi$ own hand. Thi$ officer waf 
like wi(e charged with a Ktter from maF(haI She-r 
remeto to the grand vizir. The memoirs of 
czar Peter mention this letter, Uit they take iio 
notice of the other particulars of CatheriQe*$ 
condu6itin this bufineff ; however^ they are fuOi* 
cicntly confirmed by the declaration KTued by 
Peter bimfcU in 1723,. when he caufed Cathe#- 
rinc to be crowned empiefi^, wherein we find 
thefe words ; " She has been of the grcatcft 
^< aflifiance to us in all our dangers, aqd pat<r 

** ticularly 
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** . tiBa\m:\y'in the battle of Pruih, when bur ar-* 

^^ R^ was reduced to 22,000 men.*' If the 

czar had then indeed no aK>re men capabJe of 

bearing armtt the fervice which Catherine did 

him on that occafion, were fully equivalent to 

the honours and dtgnitiei conferred upon her. 

The MS» journal of Peter the Great obferves^ 

that the da^y of the bloody battle, (on the 20th 

July) he' bad 31,554 foot, and 669a horfe^ 

the latter' admoft all difmounted, he inuft then 

have loft 16,246 men in that engagement. The 

fame memorrs afirm, the-^ofs fuAamed by the 

Turks greatly exceeded that of the Ruffians ^ 

for as the former ruflied upon the czar's troops 

]>eli*meH, and without obfer ving any or den, 

hardly afmgle fire of the latter miiTed its efftSb. 

If this isfa^, the afFair of the 20th and 2ift 

ef Juiy was one of the moft bloody that had 

been known for many ages* 

Wemuft cither fufp-ft Peter the Great of 
having been miftaken, in }\h declaration at the 
crdwning of the emprefs when be aknowle dges 
*« his ohli^aations to her for having faved his 
** arr^y, which was reduced to 12,000 mep.,*'pr 
accu/ehim of a falfity in his journal, wherein he 
fays, that the day on which the above battle was 
fought, his army, exclufive of the fuccours he 
ex^eSed from the other fide the Moldavian 
moantains, smounttd to 3i>554yi«'i ond 6692 
borfi, According: to this caiculation, the bat- 
4lc of Pruth muft have been by ^ar more terrible 
than tbe hiftorians or memorialifts have re- 
prefented on either' fide. There muft certainly 
be-fomemiftake here, which is no irncoiDmon 
thing in the telatlons of campaigns, efpecially 
when the writer enters into a minute d-: tail of 

circumilancfs» 
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circumflances. ' The fureft method thereibre ofT - 
thcfe occaGons, is to confine ^themfelvesto.the* 
prtnctp»l evehls, the yi&ory, and the defeat;* 
fts we can very feldom know with any degree o£ 
certainty the exa£l lofs on either fide.' 
. But however here the Ruffian acmy might be 
ireduced in point of numbers^ there were 
ftili hopes, that the grand viztr, decerved 
>y therr vigorous, and obflanate . refiflance^ 
might be induced to grant them peace upon fuch 
terms as might be nonourable to his mafter't 
arms, and at the fame time- not abfolutely dif* 
graceful to thofe ef the czar. It was the greaV 
•iDerit of Catherine to have peeceived this. peffi> 
Vility,,at a time when her confort and his £ene9- 
rals expded nothtoglc(s than inevitabledeftrucf^ 
lion. 

; Norberg, in his hiftory ef Charles XIl^ 

quotes a letter, fent by the czar to the grand 

'/vizir, ' in which he exprefles himfelf thus. ^< If,. 

^ contrary to my intentions, I have been fc 

^^ unhappy as to incur the difpleafure of his 

!^^ highnels, I am ready to make reparation far 

** any caufe of complaint he may have againft 

" me; I conjure you, moft noble general, to pr^ 

« vent the further effufion of blood, give orders^ 

*< I befeech you, to put a ilop to the dreadful 

. ^ and deftrudive fire of your artillery, and ao- 

.« cept of the boftage I herewith fend you/' 

This letter carries all the marksAof falfi^ 
with it,.asdo indeed moft of the random pieces 
ef Norberg: it is dated nth July N. &•■ 
whereas no letter was fent to B^ltagj Mahomei, 
till the 2iftNt S. neiiter was it the czar who 
wrote to the vizir, but his general Sheremeto: 
ihere were no fuch expxei&on$ made ufe^oi, as 
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♦« K the czar hat had the misfortune to incur the 
*• difplcafurc of his highncfs,*' fuch terms being 
faitable only to a fubjefl who implores the par- 
don of .his. fovereign, whom hd has offended. 
Xhere was no mention made of any hofla^, nor 
was any one fcnt. • The letter was carried by 
an officer, in the midft of a furious cannonade 
on both fides. Sheremeto tn this letter only 
reminded the vizir, of certain overtures of peace* 
that the Porte had made at the beginning of the 
compaign thro' the mediation of the Dutch 
and Englifli mtbifters, and by which the divan 
demanded that the fort and harbour of Tagan^ 
roc fliould be given up, which were the real fub^ 
je5ls of the war. 

Some hours elapfed before the meflcnger re- 
ceived an an fwfcr from the grand vizir, 
2 1 ft July, and it was apprehended that he had ei- 
' • 1711. ther been killed by the enemy's can^ 
non, or that th^y dctaitied him prifoi- 
=nc>. A fecond courier was therefore ^ifpatched 
'with duplicates of ihe former letters, and a cburf- 
cil of war was immediately hefd^ at WhldiCa^ 
therine was prefect. At this council ten ge- 
neral officers fign^ the following refolution. 

** Rcfolved, if th^^eflemy will not accept the 
** conditions propofed, and (hould infift upoh 
** our laying down our arm?, and furrendering 
** at difcrctionj that all the miniffers and gene- 
** ral officers are unanimoufly ojf opinion, to 
** cut thefr way thho' the enemy fword^in- 
*« hand.'' 

In confcquence of this refblution, a line of 

entrenchments was thrown rmmd the baggage, 

and the Ruffian) marched fome few paces out 

of their camp> towtrds the enemy) when this 

* * gra&d 
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grand vizir caufed a fuifeailon of arm» ta hf 

proclaimed between th« two armies. *t 

AU the writers of tbe Swedifli part/ hav^ 
treated the grand vizir as a cowardly and iQr 
famous wretch, who had been bribed to fell the 
honour of.his mafter^s arms* In the fame man?* 
Dcr have feveral autiftora accitied count Piper 
of receiviipg nsoaey hcuxi t)>e duke of Malbor 
rough, to perfuade thekixig of Sweden ta conti^ 
Aue the war ag^iinft the czar ; and have iaid- to^ 
(be char^ of tbe French tpipiiler, that he pur^ 
chafed the peace of Seville for a ftipuiate^ ^vgol. 
Such accufatioxis ought sever ;o be advanced b^t 
on very ftrong proofs* It is very feldom that ft 
minifter will floop to fuch meano^iTediWhicb are 
always dlfc^vered ibomr or later by thofe who 
bavQ be^n eotrufted with the payment of the 
jnoneji or by the puhlick regifiers, which never 
lie. A nainifter of ftate ftands as a publick ob^^ 
y^Sk to the eyes of all Europe. Hi$^ credit and 
iiifiucHce depend wholly .upon hischaraSerii aisd 
lie is always faf£ciently dch to be above tbe 
temipktatfon of becoming a tray tor« 

The place of viceroy of the TuildOi empire 
is fo illuftrious, and the profits annexed to it, iii 
time of war, fo immenfe, there was fuch a pro- 
fufion of every, riling necdTarvt and even luxib^ 
rious, In the ca^np <^ Baltagi Mahomet, and, on 
the other hand, fo much poverty, and diftrefs in 
that of the czar, that furely the grand viair was 
rather in a condition to give than to^ receive. 
The trifling prefent of a woman who bad na-» 
thing t(i^ fend bat a few ikins and fome jewels, 
in compliance wUb ^he efiabli(beci cuftom of aJl 
courts, or rather thoTe in particular of the eaft» 
(;m nev^r be confider^d in the light of a bribe. 

The 
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Th8 fnrak arid optn coflduA of Baltagi Maho* 
aid feeim at ooce to give th« Ire to the blick 
accufaHoRs with which fo tfizoj writers have 
ftained their relatfons* Vtce-chancellor Shaf« 
feoff paid the vizir a public vitk in bts'tent 3 
every thin? was tranfa^ed in the open siarmer, 
on botb fides, and indeed it e^uld' act be other-' 
wire. The very firft article of thip negottatiotf 
was entered upon in the prefence of a perfoi) 
wholly devoted to the king of Swedei>, a domef* 
tie of countPoniatowiki^who was himfelf one of 
that monarch's generals, l^his naan ferved as 
ioterpretrry and the feverat articles were pubiiely 
reduced to writing by the viaif's chief fecretary^ 
Hummer EiFeiidi. Moreover, count Pontatow^ 
&\ was there ip perfoh. Tiie prfefent fcnt to 
the kiaia was c^red probably in form, and everjf» 
thing was tranfafled agteeably to the oriental 
ciiftoms. Other prcfents were made by tha 
Turks in return ; fo that there was hot the ieaft 
appearance of treachery or contrivance. The* 
jtiotives which determined the vizir to confent t<> 
the propofal^s offered him, were, firft, that the 
body of troops under the command of general 
Renne, on the borders of the river Sireth, ia 
Moldavia^ had alrcrady croiTed three rivers, and 
were adually in the neighbourhood of the Da- 
nube, where Renne had already made himfelf 
Biafter of the town and caftle of Brahila, defend- 
ed by a numerous garrifon, under the command 
of a balhaw. Secondly, the czar had likewife 
another bodv of troops advancing through the 
frontiers of Poland ; and, la(Uy, it is more than 
probable that the vifir was not M\y acquainted 
with the extreme fcarciry that was felt in the 
Ruffian camp, . One enemy feidom furnUhes an« 

other 
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other wiih an cxa<5 account* of his provifioitf 
and ammunition; on the contrary, either ^de 
are accuftooied rather to make a parade of ficn^ 
ty, even at a time when they arc in the greateft 
neceffity. There can he no artifices praSifed tor 
gain imenigence of the true ilate of an^adver-^ 
fary's afFaira^ by^means of (pics, between th^ 
Turks and the Rui&ans. The difference q6 
their drefs^ of their religion, and of their laf»- 
guage, wilJ not permit it. They are morecycr 
firangers to that defertion which prevails in mofl: 
•four armies, and confequently the grand .vi*. 
xir could not be fuppofed to know the def- 
perate condition to which the czar's army was 
reduced, - . ^ 

- Bahagi, who was not fond of war> and who,, 
nevenhelefs^ had conducted this very welly 
thought that hjs expedition would be fuHicient-^ 
fy fuccefsfiii if he put his n^afler in poiTeiiion of 
.the towns and harbours which made the fubje6fe 
4>f the war, ftopt the progrefs.of the vidoriou^ 
army under Rcnne, and obliged that geritfal 
to quit the banks of.the Danube, and return 
back into Ruifia, and for ever fliut the entrance 
of tjie Paliis M'seotis, the Cimmerian Bofphorus^ 
and the Black Sea, againfli an enterprlRng. 
prince ^ and; lailly, if he avoided taking thefer 
certain advantages^ on the hazard of a newt 
battle j(in which, after all, deipair might have 
jTot the better of fuperiority of numbers.)^ 
The preceding day only he had beheld his ja- 
niiTaries repulfed, with lofs; and there wanted 
Iftot examples of mahy vi^ortts having beer» 
gained by the weaker over thr flrong. Such, 
there were Mahomet's reafons foraccepting the 
propoIi3Kls of peace. His conduct, howevef> did 
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tiot merit the -approbation of Charlc«'i dfficerfri 
who fcnrcd in the Turkifh aroly, nor of the 
khan of. Tartary* It was the incereft of the 
latter, and his followers, to rcje£l all terms jof 
dccommodation which would deprive them of 
the opportunity of ravaging the frontiers of Ruf- 
fta and Polafnd. Charles XII. defired to be re- 
venged on his rWal die czar ; but the general, 
«nd the firft minifter of the Ottoman empire, 
was neither influenced by the private thirft of 
revenge, which animated the Chriftian mo- 
narch, nor by the deftre of bootyi which 
^ftuated the Tartar chief.. 

. As foon as the fufpenfion of arms was agreed 
4o, and figned, therRuffians purchafed ofthe 
Turks the proviftons, of which they flood in 
need. The articles of ^ the peace wer<e not 
figned at that time, as is related by La Mo*- 
traye, and which Norberg has copied from him* 
The vizir, among other conditions, denranded 
that the czar (hould promife not to interfere 

* any more in the Polifli affairs. This was a 
point particularly infifted upon 'by count P&nia- 
towfki ; but it was, in h&^ the interefl of the 
Ottoman crown, thatthe kingdom o^pDland 
(hould continue in its then ds^iCelefs and di- 
vided flate ; accordiifgiy this demand was re- 
duced to th^it cf . the Ruffian troops evacuating 

• lue frontiers of Poland. The khan of Tert ary, 
on his fide, demanded^a tribute of forty tliou- 
fand iequins. This point, after being long de- 
bated, was at length given up. 

The grand vizir infitted » long time, that 
prince Cantemir ihould be delivered up to him, 
as Patkul had been to the king of Sweden. Can- 
temir was^xadly in the fame rnuation as Ma- 
il zeppa 
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Bcppa hzihtcn. The czar cttufoi >that betmm 
to he firfaigned and tiiied for hh dcfefiicm, and 
afterwapdi to be caeccutod in effigy. Tte 
Turks were not aoqiiainted with the catureof 
. fuch proceeding ; they kficw nothing of tr tab 
for contum&rT) nor x»f puhHc ooadesneatiofn* 
The affixing a ientenoc ob any perfob, and ex* 
ecuting him in cffgy^ wore tfae foore Qouftiai 
aoiongCV them, as their law for^idB the reprefen^ 
tation of any hatnaiv likeaefe whatever. The 
vizir in vain infified on Casiteoiir'j being de«- 
Hvered up, Peter peremptorily refufed to com» 
ply, and wrote the following letter with hit 
own hand, to his vice»chancellor Shaffiroff. 

*< I can refign to tlie Turics all the country^ 
*< as far ^s Cur«ka; becaofe I have h€^>es of 
** being able to recoter it ^gain ; bufc I will, bjr 
. *^ no mean«, violate my faith, which, once for- 
«* feited, can never be retrieved. I have no- , 
« thing I can properly call my own, but my ho- 
^« rronr. If I give up that, Iceafe to he longer 
«* a kring.;'- • 

A\ length the treaty was conceded, and 
figned, at a village >ca lied Faikfeh, en t^ river 
Prirth* Among other things, it was liipalated, . 
that Azoph, and the territories belonging there* 
to, <h«u!db€ reftorcd, togr»ther wth ail the am- 
i^mimitfon and artillei^y that were !«*• the place, 
•Before tne i^^. made himfclf naafler therpofv 
in 1696. That the hmfeoar of Taganroc, in 
the Zabarh S^a, ftould be demoliflied, as alfo 
that of Samara, on the river of the fame n^me ; 
and ftveral other fortrefles.^ There was iikewife 
atioiher article added, refpefting the king of 
Sweden, which article alone fufficiently {hews 
the little regard the vizir had for tivat prince; 

for 

Digitized by Google' ' 



|lus'SlAK Empire. 443 

fcr It vras therein fti[>ulatcd, that the czarlhould 
itot moled Charles, in his return to his domi- 
nions, and that afterwards the czar and he 
might make peace wrth each other, if they were 
fo inclined. 

'- It rs pretty evident by the wording of this ex- . 
traordlnary article, that Baltagi Mahomet had 
not forgot the haughty manner in which Char- 
les Xll. had behaved to him a fhon time before, 
^nd rt is not -unlikely that this very behaviour 
ofthekingof Sweden might have been one in-^ 
^ut^ment with Mahomet to comply fo readily 
with his rivars propofals for peace. Charles's 
glory depended wholly on the ruin, of the czar ; 
but we arefcldom inclinable to exalt ttrofe who 
exptefs a contempt for us : however this prince, 
who rcfufed to pay the' vizir a vifit in hts camp, 
on his invitation, when it was certainly his in- 
tereft to hav^^yeen tipori good terms with him, 
now came thither in hirfte and unaiked, when the 
ivork which put. an end to all his hopes was oil 
the point ofb;:rrtg contluded. The vizir did 
not go to mciet Kim in perfon, bu» contented 
fcimfelf witb fending two of his bathaws, nof 
would he ftir out of his tent, till' Charles was 
within a few paces of it. 

This intervi. w piffTed, as icvery one knows, in 
mutual reproaches^. Scvcrd. hiftOrUns have 
th&ught that the anfvver which the vizir made 
to tlie king of Sweden, when tt^at prince re- 
proached him with not making the czar prifoner, 
when he njighc have done it foeafily, was the 
reply of a weak man. ** If I had taken him 
** prifoner, faid Mahomet, who would there 
*' be t9 govern his dominiofts/' 
/ ^ Ic 
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It is very eafy however to comprehend, thai 
. this was the aiifwer of a man who was piqued 
with rcfentmentj and the fc words which he add- 
ed, ** for it is not proper that every crowned 
** head (hould quit his dominions," fufficiently 
(hewed that he intended to mortify the refugee 
of Bender. » 

Charles gained nothing by his journey, but 
the pleafure of tearing the vizir's robe with hig' 
fpurs, while the officer wno was in a condition 
to make him repent this fplenetic infult (eened 
not to notice it, in which he was certainly 
greatly fuperior to Charles. If ajiy thing could 
have made that monarch fenfiWe in the mi:ifl of 
his life, how eafily fortune can put greatnefs 
to the blufh, it would have been the reflection, 
that at the battle of Pultowa a paftry-'cook's boy 
had obliged the whole army to furrender at dif- 
cretion, and in this of Pruth a wood-cutter was 
the arbiter of his fate, and that of his rival th^ 
czar ; for the vifif Baltagi Mahomet had been 
a cutter of wood in the grand feignior's fera- 
glio, as his name implied; and far from being a* 
Ihamed of that title, he gloried in it : fo much do ' 
the manners of the Eaftern people differ from 
cur's. 

When. the Be\ys of this treaty reached Con- 
'flahiinople, the gr?nd felgnior was /o well 
AJeaW, that he ordered pubJtck rejoicings to ht 
made for a whole week, and Mahomet, kiau 
or lieutenant general, who brought the tidings 
to the divan, was inftantly raifed to the dignity 
of Boujouk Imrabur, x)r maftcr of the horfe, a 
certain proof that the fultan did -not think 
Jvimfelf iU ferved by his vizir-. 

Norberg 
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Norberg feems to have known very little of 
the Turki(h government*, when he fays, that 
** the grand feignior was obliged to keep fair 
•* with Baltagi Mahomet, that vifir having 
•' rendered himfelf formidable." The janifla- 
ries indeed have often- rendered themfelves for- 
midable to their fuhans ; but there is not one 
example of a vifir Who has not been eafily facri- 
iiced to the will or orders of his fovereign, and 
M;^homet was in no condition to fupport him- 
felf by his own [iower. Befides^-Norberg ma- 
Hifeftly contradffts himfelf, by affirming in the 
fame page, that the janiflaries were irritated 
atgainft Mahomet,- and thac^ the fultan ftood in 
dread of his power. 

i The king of Sweden was now reduced to the 
jteceiSty of forming cabals \ti the Ottoman court; 
knd a monarch, who had fo lately made kings 
^ by his own pdwtr, ^as now fetn waiting for 
audience, and ofiering memorials and petitions 
Which were refufed. 

• Charles ran through all the ambages of in- 
tfl^igue, like a fubje6l who endeavours to make 
aminifter fufpeded by his mafter. In this man- 
ner he aded againft Mahomet» and againft ihofe 
who fucceeded hun«- At one time he addiefled 
himfelf to the fultana Valide by means df a: 
Jewefs^ who had admifSon into the feraglio ; at 
another, he employed oneofthe eunuchs for 
the fame purpofe. At length he had recoiirfe 
to a man who was to mingle among the grand 
feignior's guards, and, by counterfeiting a per* 
fon out of his fenfes, to attradl the attention of 
the fultan, and. by that means deliver 'in^ his 
own hand a memorial from Charles, ^rom all 
Ihefe various fchemes, the king of Sweden drew 
N only 
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only the mortification of feeing bimielf deprived 
of bis thaim ; that is to fay, of the daily peo« 
£on which the Porte of its generofity. had aC-' 
figned him for his fubfiftence, and wbicb 
amounted to about 1500 French livres f. The 
grand vifir, inftead of remitting this allowance 
fohim asufual, fenthiman order, in the forot 
of a friendly advice, to quit the grand feignior'» 
dominions. 

Charles, however, was abfolqtely determinedl 
not tp depart, ftill flattering himfelf with the 
vaip hopes that he ihould once more re-enter 
Poland and Ruifia with a powerful arniy of 
Turks. Every one knows what was the^ilTue 
of his inflexible boldnefs in the year 1724, and 
bow he engaged an army of janifl&ries, ^pahis 
and Tartars, with only himfelf, his fecretaries^ 
his valet de chambre, cook, and ftable-men; 
that he was taken prifoner. in that country » 
where he had been treated with the greateft hcM* 
pitality ;,and that he at length got back to ht« 
t>wn kingdom in the difgiife of a courier, after 
having lived five years in Turky : from all whicb 
it remains to be acknowledged, that if there wat 
reafon in the conduct of this esUraordinary^ 
prince, it was a reafon of a very diflFcrent nature^ 
to that of other men* 

t About !• 1. ftcrliag* 

£nd of tht Twentieth Vqx.vmi* 
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